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INTRODUCTION. 


"VER fince the Diſfenters left the Church of Ezg- 
F land, and formed themſelves into Separate Chur- 
ches, the Rowan Catholicks have not been want- 
ing to take advantage from her ſad Misfortune, to ex- 
poſe her at home and abroad, as a Church, that amidſt 
fo many monſtrous Sets, and ſo many oppofite and irre- 
concileable Communions, can: have no right to the glo. 
rious Title of Catholick, nothing really anſwerable to 
the true Idza of a Church, nor any pretenfions to the 
Promiſes of Chriſt, eſpecially thoſe two, of preſerving 
his Church againſt the Powers of Hell, and of ſending 
his Spirit of Truth, which is but one, 'to guide her into- 
all Truth. "3 

They endeavour to make the World believe, That a 
Church fo over-run with Herefies and Schiſms, and ſo 
ſhatter'd and torn with inteſtine Diviſions,” as ours is, 
cannot be a true, or good Church ; nay, they will ask 
us by a figure of Reproach, Where: they ſhallfind her, 
among ſuch a Crowd of Difſenters #- And thus uſing alt 
manner of Artifice, on the one hand in ſetting forth the 
many Diviſions in Religion among us, and on the o- 
ther, the great Unity in Dodrine and Worſhip among: 
themſelves, they hope to unſettle us yet more; and 
make our People ſuſpe&, or believe, that ours is not's 
part of the One Catholick and Apoſtohick Church. 

It is now one of their Common Places to talk of our 
Schiſms, and argue from them upon all occafions, in di- 
minution of the Church of England: They Rn 

ST 
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*begin there, when they firſt attack any of her Sons, or 
Daughters ; and when ever we engage with them, or 
they with us, in a Diſpute about the Two Churches, 
we muſt be content te hear of our Diviſions at both 
Ears. Sometimes they ſeem to lament them, ſometimes 
to upbraid us with them , and ſometimes to difpute 
down-right upon them 3 but be their Style and Method 
never ſo different, when they ſpeak or write of the 
. Exgliſh Herefies and Schiſms, their common Aim! and 
Debgn is the ſame, viz. to bring us out of conceit with 
our Church, and perſwade us, that a Church ſo full of 
imbred Diviſions in Religion, hath not the Characters 
of Chriſt's Spquſe, na Marks of his Favour, nor any Si- 
militude with the Catholick Church , that heavenly 
Hieruſaſews, which is as a City, that is at peace and uni- 
ty in it ſelf. | 
Weare told, That it is a ſad thing to conſider, what 
a world of Hereſies are crept into this Nation, where 
every man thinks himſelf as competent a Judge of the 
Scriptures, as the very Apoſtles themſelves and 
that that part of the Nation, which looks molt like a 
Church., . dares not bring: the true Arguments againſt 
other Secs, for fear they ſhould be turned againſt them- 
ſelves. Your Church. ( ſaith another ) hath Unity, or 
not ? if not, then. ſhe not the Charch of Chriſt > IF 
ſhe hath, why are there ſo many Sets and Schiſms a- 
mong you ? Saith another, who not long fince was one 
of her Prieſts, What wauld I have once given to. have 
found ſuch an Union among Proteftarts, nay, to have 
found one County in my own dear Countrey, or per- 
haps. one ſingle Family, ſo united a Brotherhood. —- 
And in another place he profeſſes, That he cannot tell, 
how the Church of Ezglazd is able to find. her ſelf, in 
an innumerable Huddle of ten times more Diſlenters, 


Dillemblers , ( whereof he. himſelf was many mow 
| | one 
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ene): and Indifferents', than her number is able to 
make. | | 
At-this. rate, and: to: this purpoſe, they are alſo apt: 
to talk . in their private: Converſation. -For where I 
live, the Place rings. with their: Reflections on che' 
Church: of E-glend,. upon the account of. our Ergl:/h: 
my arations; . and having not heatd that any thing is yet” 
publiſhed; to help: the” People: to: defench theraſelves,. 
and-the Honour of our Church; agamf ther, -Fthouphe 
I-conldi not; better ifpend the Chriimas Vacation, thay 
to write a ſhort 'Trat, on purpoſe to ſhew, That the* 
Engliſh Herefies and Schiſms are in reality no diminution 
to the Honour of the Church of Ezgland, and that the 
Conſideration of them, ought- to ſcandalize no man: 
againſt her, or make Us believe, that (he is in any degree 
leſs Catholick and Apoſtolick,. than her- greateſt Admi-- 
rers take her-to be. Wo 


This is the main Defign of 'my preſent Undertaking 3 
and that I may omit nothing-of moment, which ought 
to be ſpoken of ſuch a Subject in ſuch a-ſhort Freatiſe,.. 
Lwill proceed in the following Method. 


[. I will ſhew from Reaſon, andthe Hiſtory of the-' 
Chriſtian Religion, that all Churches are ſubject'to the: 
Misfortune of Schiſms and Diviſions.-.. - 


IT. That Schiſms arid Diviſions, and the conſummati- 
on of them, in oppoſite Communions, are no good Ar-- 
' gument againſt the Truth, or Goodneſs, or Reputation- 
of a Church: 


It That bare Unity;-or wantof-Schiſms-and-Divili--- 
ons in Religion; are no ſound Argument for the Truth, - 
or Goodneſs, or Reputation of a Church.. 


Aﬀter: 


The IntrodaFtion. 


 -After I have demonſtrated theſe three Propoſitions, 
I will make enquiry into the true Cauſes of Schiſms and 
Diviſions, and more particularly into the Cauſes of theſe 
in Exglend : Then I will ſay ſomething of the Preven- 
tion and Cure of them: And in the Concluſion, make 
ſach Addreſſes to the People of the Rowar Communion, 
to the People of the Church of Englend, and to the 
 Diſlenters from it, as I hope may become a good Chri- 
ſtian , and the Author of ſuch 'a peaceful and chari- 
_ Diſcourſe , as I hope the Reader. will fand this 
to ma! | | 
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CHAP. L 


Shewing from Reaſon, and the Hiſtory of the Chriſtian 
Religion , that all Churches are ſubje# to the Miſe 
fortune of Schiſms and Diviſions. | 


Will ſhew from Reaſon, and the Hiſtory of the 
Chriſtian Religion, that all Churches are ſub- 
jze& to the ſad misfortune of Schiſms and Diviſi- 
ons, and to the conſummation of them in op- 
| polite Communions, This, to argue firſt from 

Reaſon, 1s as demonſtrable of Eccleſiaſtical, as Civil, or 

Military Societies, men being as ſubje&t by their own 

evil Paſſions, and the Temptations of theDevil, tomu- 

tiny, and make Infurreqions in: Churches, as in Camps, 
or Cities, or other Fraternities of men. . Nay it being 

more for the Intereſt of Satan, and alſo moreeaſie to di- 
vide a Church, then a Kingdom, or a Camp, men are 
ſo much themore in danger of being tempted to do the 

one, rather then the other : and accordingly we _ 

| tnat 
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that Churches are more infected with inteſtine DiviGons, 
then States, and Kingdoms 3 and whereas formerly one 
Emperor was able to quell many Mutinies and Rebelli- 
ons, a ſucceſſion of Chriſtian Emperors ſometimes were 
not able to quell one Schiſm. Wherefore to purſue my 
Argument, as Chriſtian Armies are ſubje& to Mutinies, 
becauſe they conſiſt of Souldiers, which may be tempted 
to Mutiny, and Chriſtin Cities and Kingdoms toRebe]- 
lion, becauſe they conſiſt of Subjects, that may be tempt- 
ed to rebel ; ſo all Chriſtian Churches are ſubje& to 
Schiſms, and Herefies, becauſe they conſiſt of Members 
that may be drawn in to begin, and carry on Herefie, 
and Schiſry. 

The Catholick Church, notwithſtanding its holineſs, 
and all the particular Churches 1n it, are Bodies politick, 
that like other rg conſiſt of peaceable and un- 
peaceable, dutiful and undutiful Members ; and it is re- 
ally no ſtranger that a Diotrephes, Montanus, or Nova- 
t#5, ſhould prove a Schiſmatick, then that Jud# ſhould 
prove a Thief, and a Traitor, or the luſtful Corinthian 
commit Inceſt in the Church of God. What hinders that 
this or that Member_ of a Church may not become a 
Schiſmatick, as well as a Murderer, Drunkard, or Adul- 
terer? Is it not confiſtent with the wiſdom of God, or 
the honour and ecobomy of the (atholick, or a Caths- 
lick Church, to leave the Members of it in a capacity to 

Fitri ver be: commit Schiſm ?-Doth the nature of a true Church re- 
wg ; quire, or hath God any where promiſed to over-rule the 
tir manent: pro- free wills of orthodox Chriſtians, ſo that they ſhall not 
Uh tbertatis 'Fa1] into Schiſm, as well as other fins? Hath he either 
belrad files - wade them impaſſible, asto this ſingle vice, or reſtrain'd 
integra manife- the Devil from tempting them to it? 1t he hath, let thoſe 


ſta Luce clareſ- . es. Ir . R 
cat. Cypr. ds WHO upbraid us with our Diviſions ſhew it, and ifhe 


Uxit. Eicle, hath not, then it muſt follow, that the Clergy and Lai- 
ty of all the Churches in the World, being left as free 

. to commit Schiſm, as Rebellion, or any other wicked- 

| | neſs, 


of the Church of England. 

neſs, all Churches whatſoever muſt be ſubject to the ſad 
misfortune of Herefie, and Schiſm, The natural Body 
is not more ſubject to Diſcaſes, then the Body politick 
of the Church is ſubje& to Diviſions : though ſhe have 
the honour to have Chriſt for her Head, yer is ſhe not 
exempted from having her Peace broken, or her Unity 
divided. That is only the priviledge of the Church tri- * 
umphant, where Charity 1s perfected ; and therefore 
to paſs from Reaſon to the Hiſtory of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, we find as many Cautions, and Exhortations in 
the Scriptures, againſt Hereſfies, and Schiſms, as againſt 
any other mortal fin. What an excellent Admonition 
againſt Schiſm did St. Paul give the Biſhops and Presby- 
ters of Epbeſ#s, or rather all the Biſhops of Aſia Minor, 
aſſembled at Miletws. Take beed ( ſaith he ) »nto your 
ſelves, and to all the flock over which the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made you overſeers, For I know, that afier my de- 
parture, ſhall grievous wolves enter in among you, not ſpa- 
ring the flock, Alſo of your ſelves ſhall men ariſe, ſpeaking 
perverſe things, to draw away diſciples after them, there- 
fore watch, and remember that by the ſpace of three years, 1 
ceaſed not to warn every one night ahd day with tears. 

The Apoſtle knew very well, that God in his wiſdom 
thought it not fit to prevent Herefies and Schiſms in the 
moſt Apoſtolical Churches, by his Almighty power, but 
to ſuffer them as well as other fins, *far the manifeſtation 
of the good from the bad, and that in ſuch a mixture, 
as a Church muſt: be, they were neceſſary to Gt the 
W heat from the Tares, to ſeparate the Gold from the 
Droſs, and diſtinguiſh thoſe that are ſincere, ſtedfaſt, 
and genuine Sons of-any Catholick Church, from thoſe 
that are not." Thus in his 1. Ep. to the Church of Co- 
rinth, which I ſuppoſe was a very Apoſtolical Church, 
he tells them, that God thought fit to let Herefies and 
Diviſions ariſe among them, that the faith and conſtancy 
of ſome, and inſtability, vanity, and hy pocrifie of others, 
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might be made more evident. [ hear ( faith he ) thar 
when you come together into the Church there are diviſions 

among you, and I partly believe it, for there muſt be alſo he- 
reſies [ or dividing into Sets] among you, that they which 

* 4voltnt quan- are * approved, may be made manifess among you, So 

o_ rg I faith St. Fohr: of the Antichrifts, which in his time aroſe 

quocurg; affiaty in the Catholick Church : They went out from ws, but 

rextationum, © they were not of us, for if they had been of us, they woutd 
was be; af . #0. doubt have continued with us, but they went out, that 
re domini r- they might be made manifeſt that they were not all of us. 

| 7p 5] ba And our Bleſſed Lord, who was the Founder of the 

Her..3. Pl Church, and may be preſumed to have beſt underſtood 

| thenature of it, had no other notion thereof, then as of 
a Body Corporate, that was ſubje( like other Societies, 
to the great inconvenience of inteftine Divifions, and 
falling into oppoſite SeQts and Schiſms. It muſt needs be 
(faith he, confidering the natureand future eſtate of the 
Church) that offences come, but wo unto the man by whone 
the offence cometh. And in his Sermon on the Mount 
faith he unto his Diſciples, Beware of falſe Prophets,which 
come to you in ſheeps-cloathing, but inwardly they are ra- 
vening wolves, And in the 24th. Chapter of St. Maz- 

| thew's Goſpel, || he foretold the ſad 

|} Memores Pans -— +10 roupBacg condition of the primitive Church 

COOL ts F a Ran enemies. before the d&ſtruction of Jeruſalem, 

arunt, ſugiendas prefinierunt. Terwll. that about that period: there ſhould 


. 4. hart” o ”- " 
HM nas ariſe falſe Chriſts, and _= Prophets, 
pellibus ovium rapaces Lupos. ibid. and ſhould ſhew great 1ens,and WOn« 


ders, and deceive, if it were poflible, 

the very Elect. This prediction of the Bleſſed Jeſus 
was fulfilled in the time of the Apoſtles, who were all” 
infallible Guides of the Church : for St. Paul in his 2. Ep. 
to the Theſſalonians faith, That the myſtery of iniquity 
was then a. working, and the wicked one to be revealed, 
whoſe coming was after the working of Satan, with all 
power, and (igns, and lying wonders,. and. with all de- 
| CElt=. 
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ceitfulneſs, to bring them that periſh to commit unrigh- 
teouſneſs, becauſe they receive not the love of the truth, 
that they might be ſaved. So'St. Peter in his 2. Ep. ge- 
nera), to the Catholick Church , tells the Chriſtians, 
That as there were falſe Prophets in the Church of the 
Jews, ſo there ſhould be falſe Teachersamong them, who 
ſhould privily bring in damnable Hereſies, even denying 
the Lord that bought them, and that many ſhould follow 
their pernicious ways, by reaſon of whom the truth 
ſhould be evil ſpoken of. Every one that is verſed in 
Eccleſiaſtical Story, knows that theſe Apoſtles mean Sz- - 
#00 Magus, who was baptiz'd by Philip, and the reſt of 
the Ring leaders of the G»oſtical Herefies, who were 
all Magicians, as well as Hereticks, and wrought won- 
ders to prove that Jeſ#s was not the Chriſt. For this 
Reaſon they are called * Antichriſts by St. Fobz : Little * Johammes 7n 
children, (ſaith he) it is the laſt time, and as you have jy bro ng 
beard that Antichriſt ſhould come, even now there are many vocat qui Chri-. 
Antichriſts, whereby we know that it is the lait time, of _ ge" te 
which our Lord ſpoke. And leaſt any ſhould think, qu; nn putarent 
that theſe Monſters of Herefie and Sorcery, which afflict- 7 wy _ 
ed the primitive Church, were not Chriſtians, it follows, pane 
They went ont from us, but they were not of #s, for if they 33: 
had been of us, they would have continued with us, but 
they went out, that they might be made manifeſt that they 
were n0t all of #5. And ſo in his 2. Ep:.ſfaith he, Many 
deceivers are entred into the world, who confeſ; not that 
Feſus Chriit is come in the fleſh, this is a deceiver; and an 
Antichriſt, and then knowing in what danger the faithful 
were, of being ſeduced by-them, faith he by way of Cau- 
tion to. them, Look, to" your ſelves, that ye loſe not 
thoſe things which ye have wronght, but that ye receive a full 
reward by enduring to the end. So to fee the ſad eſtate of 
the primitive Church more fully out of St. Pay/'s Wri- 
tings, he ſaith 1a his 2. Ep. to Ti3mwthy, This know that in 
the laſt. days perillous times ſhall come, for men ſhall be lo- 
vers 
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An Apologetical Vindication 
wers of their own ſelves, covetows, &c. having a form of 
godlineſs, but denying the power thereof, rom ſuch turn 
away, for of this ſort are they which creep into houſes, and 
lead captive filly women, 8c. Now as Jannes and Jam- 
bres [the Agyptian Sorcerers)] withſtood Moſes, ſo theſe 
reſtit the truth, men of corrupt minds, and reprobate con- 
cerning the faith. 


But beſides the Simonians, or Gnoſtick  Hereticks, 
who divided the primitive Church, and formed them- 
{clves into ſeparate Sets, there are evident footſteps in 
the New Teſtament of many other Diviſions and Schiſms. 
So z the Church of Rome it ſelf there were many [chiſma- 
tical Members, as we find by the words of the Apoſtle : 
Þ beſeech you Brethren (faith he unto the Romans) mark 
them which cauſe diviſions and offences contrary to the do- 
Grine which you have receivd, and avoid them, for they 
that are ſuch ſerve not the Lord Jeſus, but yy own belly, 
and by good wordtand fair ſpeeches deceive the(hearts of the 
ferple. So in his 1, Ep. to the Corinthians,\ how often 
doth he charge them wirh envying, ſtrife, and divifions, 
while one ſaid he was of Paxl, another that he was of 
Apollos, and a third that he was of Cephas, or St. Peter. 
So in the Text I cited before, { bear ( faith he ) that 
there be diviſtons among you 3 and truly theſe Diviſions, 
notwithſtanding all bis Authority and Dodrine to the 
contrary, were come to ſuch an height, that we find 
him in the 11th. Chapter uſing the very ſame Apologue 
for ſubſtance to perſwade them to peace, and unity, and 
ſubmiſſion to their Superiors, that Mexenius Agrippe 
uſed to appeaſe the ſeditious Commons of Rowe, and 
perſwade them to return to their obedience to the Se- 
nate. As the Body (faith he) 7s one, and hath many © 
members, and all the members ofthat one Body being many, 
are by nnion made one Body, ſo alſo is the Church of Chriſt, 


with much more to that purpoſe. At the ſame time al- 
ſo 
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ſo there was many among them, that denied the * Re. * Paulus in pri 

ſurreQion, or doubted of it, which the Rowan Catho- 7 4 £m 

licks, which are ſo ready to note our Schiſms and Here- gatores, & d« 

fies, will not deny to be down-right Sadduciſm, Let. Tre we 

them hear the Apoſtle arguing againſt it : If Chriſt be y;z;0 propria 

preached that he roſe from the dead, how ſay ſome among you Sadduceorun, 

that there is no reſurreFion of .the dead, for if there be no ae 

reſurreion of the dead, then is not Chriſt riſen, and if & Apuits, & 

Chriſt be not riſen, then is our preaching vain, and your nyo R. 

faith vain, yea and we are found falſe witneſſes of God. In ſcript.Heret. 33) 

his 2d.Ep.'to them we find him telling them of falſe A- 

poſtles, and deceitful workers, that were then among 

them, who transform'd themſelves into the Apoltles of 

Chriſt. Theſe counterfeit Apoſtles had got a mighty 

eſteem, and intereſt among the people, for it was in re- 

ference to them that he ſaid, Te ſuffer if a man bring you 

into bondage | to the Fewiſh Ceremonies }] if 4 mean de- 

wour you, if a mantake [ money] of yon, if a man exalt 

himſelf over you, and ſmite you | as it were] oz the face, 

And that they ſhould not think it ſtrange that ſuch fair 
pretenders to the Apoſtolical Office ſhould be falſe A-. 

poltles, Marvel not at this ( faith he ) for Satan himſelf 

#s transformed into an Angel of light, and therefore # is no 

great thing, if his Miniſters alſo be transformed as the Mi- 

riſters of righteouſneſs. In his Ep. to the Galatians, we' 

find they had thoſe among them,” whom the Apoſtle 

wiſhed cut off, becaufe they had perverted the Goſpel 

with || Judaiſm, and ſo bewitched the people with an || Zt ad Gala 

opinion of the neceffity of Circumalion, and other le- _—_— 

gal Rites, that they had brought them from the Goſpel vatores &# de- 

which the Apoſtle preached, intoanother Goſpel, which fore cocune 

gave him occafion to ſay, 1f we, or an Angel from heaven amine hel 

preach any other Goſpel nnto you then that which we have ef. Terul.ibid. 

preached,let him be accurſed. In bis Ep.to the Coloſſzans,he 

bids them beware leaſt any mar ſhould ſpoyl theme through 

vain philoſophy,after the tradition of men,after the rudiment s 


of 


ILY # 
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* Simontane 

. autem magie 
diſciplins Att- 
gelis ſerviens, 
utiqz & ipſa 
Inter 1dololatri- 
as deputabatur. 
Terrtull. de pre- 
ſcrip. Heret-33. 


An Apologetical Vindtcation 
of the world, and not after Chriſt 3 and prays them to 
take care, that no man beguiled them in a voluntary humi- 
lity , and worſhipping of * Amgels , intruding into thoſe 
things which he had not ſeen, and vainly puft by his flefhly 
mind, In his 1/8. Ep. to Timothy, he tells him, That the 
Spirit ſaith expreſly, that in the latter time ſome ſhall depart 
from the faith, giving . heed to ſeducing ſpirits, and do- 
Grines of devils, ſpeaking lies in bypocriſte, having their 
conſcience ſeared with a hot iron, forbidding to marry, and 
commanding to abſtain from meats, which God hath crea- 
ted to be received with thanksgiving, of them whichbelieve 
and know the truth. Inthat Ep. he alſo charged him 7o 
hold the faith, and a good conſcience, which, ſaith he, ſome 
baving put away concerning the faith have made ſhipwrack , 
of whom is Hymenems and Philetas, whom I have deliver- 
ed to Satan, that they may learn not to blaſpheme. And 
again, O Timothy, auoid profane and vain bablings, and 


oppoſition of ſcience falſfly ſo called, which ſome profeſſung 


have erred concerning the faith. In his 2d. Ep. to Timo- 
by, we find bim complaining in the 1/7. Chapter, That 
all they in Aſia had turned away from him, eſpecially Phy- 
gellus and Hermogenes, In the 24. Chapter he warns him 
againſt Hymenens and Philetus, who had overthrown the 


| faith of ſome, teaching that the reſurreFion was paſt. And 


in the laſt we find him complaining of Dems, and 4- 
lexander the Copper-ſmith , tor reſiſting his Apoſtolical 
Authority, and doing of bim much miſchief ; and fo 
dangerous a Schiſmatick he was, that he bid 1720thy be- 
ware of him, and pray'd God to reward him according 
to his works. When he wrote to Titzs, Hereticks were 
ſo common: in the Church, that he ſaid unto him, A- 
Heretick after the firſt and ſecond admonition rejeF. And 


in his Ep. to the Hebrews, we find that there were many 


among the Primitive Chriſtians, who fell back into Ju- 
daiſm, and embrac<d Gnoſticiſm , not only after they 
were illuminated , or baptized , but after they were 

: made 
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made partakers by Baptiſm of the miraculous gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and the Powers of the World to come. 
They apoſtatized maliciouſly, and out of {pite to Chriſt 
forſook the Church 3 for, as the Apoſtle oblerves, they 
did deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace, counting the bloud of 
the Covenant an unholy thing, whereby they put hizz that 
ſhed it to oper: ſhame, and as it were crucified him afreſh. 
I have already obſerved out of the 24. Ep. of St. Peter, 
what dangerous and damnable Hereſies there were in his 
time. [| refer the gentle R. C. Reader to the 24. Chap. 
\ of his 24. Ep. and to the Ep. of St. Fzde, for a full de- 
ſcription of them, and then will entreat him to tell me, 
if this Church of Ezglard, in the midſt of all the Dif- 
ſenters and their wildeſt Doftrines, be in any worſe con- 
dition then the moſt primitive Catholick Church. [I 
deſire him alſo to accompany me to the * Revelation of * Fohannes vers 
St. Fohn, and there 1 will ſhew him a Symagogue of Sa- ox rg 
tan, in the Apoſtolical Church of Smyrna, and in that rs, & f1yra 
of Sardis thoſe who held the doFrine of the Nicolaitans, ©mmnittents 
and the dodrine of Balaam, teaching that it was lawful to ap | 
eat things ſacrificed to idols, and to commit fornication, injreſoijt. He- 
The like there were in the Church of Thyatira, whom '** 33: 
the Spirit ſets forth under the name of Jezabe/, Andin 
the Church of Epheſus, the mother-Church of them all, 
there were. numbers of counterfeit Apoſtles, which ſaid 
they were Apoſtles, and were not, but- upon tryal were 
found lyars., Theſe were all Apoſtolical Churches, and 
therefore it 18a wonder to me, that any man ſhould think 
it fair and reaſonable toreproach the Church of Exgland 
with the Engliſh Hereſies and Schiſms, or to thiok it ju- 
ſtifiable to forſake, or undervalue her Communion up- 
on that account. Mm | 
The Church Catholick to this time, and all the Ca- 
tholick Churches in it, were governed by the Apoſlles, 
who undoubtedly had the perſonal gitt of Infallibilicy, 
or by their Diſciples, and immediate Succeſlors, upon 
| whom 
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* Euſcb. Z. E- whom the Spitit of God was viſible in many * miracu- 
/.3- 35 Jous gifts, and who were choſen to be Biſhops by the 
"Clement. Fy. Particular || deſignation of the Holy Ghoſt. I ay, the 
#1 Corinth, ed. gghale Church then, and every part of it, was God's 
Oxon-4% Honſe, and God's Building, and God's Temple, which 
was built upon the Foundation of the Prophets and A- 
poſtles, Jeſus Chriſt himſclt being the chief corner Stone 5 

and yet we find that God's Husbandry abounded then 

with Tares, and that his Building, in almoſt all the A- 

partments of it, was ſhaken into pieces by Diviſions, 

even whilſt thoſe Husbandmen and ArchiteC&ts were a- 
live, who were Labourers with God, and had the Spirit 

of God, without which no man fſearcheth the hes 

things of God. The Church, with a// the Powers which 

Chriſt left unto it, was not able to ſecure it ſelf from He» 

relies and Schiſms, and an innumerable huddle of Diſſen- 

ters; as is evident from St. Joh», who in his general Ep. 

to the Church Catholick, bids the Faithful tzy the Spz- 

rits, before they believed them, becanſe many falſe Pro- 

phets were gone ont into theWorld, And if it were ſo in 

the green Tree, what mult it be 1n the dry ? If Chur- 

ches, water'd and planted by the Apoſtles, and Apoſto- 

lick men, who wrought Miracles, were ſo infelted with 

Diviſions, can weexpe& that Churches planted and go- 

verned by their Sugceſſors at this diſtance, ſhould be ex- 

_ Empted from them ? 

But let us go on to examine the Apoſtolick Age, and 
the Ages neareſt unto it, and then we ſhall find that the 
former Times were not better then theſe. For in the 
Church of Jeruſalem, which wasthe Mother of all Chur- 

| ches and the Church wherein St. Peter made his firſt 
* Euſcb, F. #. Sermon, ' this primogenial Church, which for * 15 Suc- 
4. £5 _ceſfions was governed by the || Azo7tour, or Kindred 
} Euſeb. E. BH. . ; : : 
L us £9: of our Loid, continued no longer + undetlowred with 
t Euſeb E. H. Herefſte and Schiſm, then (he was under tie inſpetion 
© 4+ 6-22. of James, our Lord's Brother, who was her firſt Biſhop. 
For. 
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For when he died, Simeon the Son of Cleophas, was cho- 
ſen to ſucceed him, becauſe he was our Lord's Couſin- 


Ii 


. german by the Mothers fide. But * Thebuthzs being of- * Euſcb, a. 2, 
tended becauſe he was not choſen Biſhop in this vacan- *+ © 22 


cy, began to corrupt the Church, which hitherto had 
remained a-pure Virgin, with vain Dodtrines, which he 
took from the ſeven Sets, of which that of Si20n, fur- 
named Mages, was one, who divided the Unity of the 
Church , ſaith Hegeſipps , by ſtrange adulterous Do- 
rines againſt God and Chriſt. No Biſhop ever ſuffer'd 
more by SeCctaries, then this good old Sizzcor did in 
thoſe Times, for without any regard to his gray hairs, 


who was fixſcore years old ||, they accuſed him before | 


Euſcb. E, H. 


Atticus, Proconſul of Syria under 1rajan, for being a ' 3: © 33: 


Chriſtian, and deſcended of the Royal Family of Da- 
vid, and ſo procured him, after many Torments, to be 
put to death. 

St. Ignatius, who was St. John's Scholar, and Biſhop of 
the Church of Antioch, wrote Epiſtles to ſeveral Chur- 
ches, and in that to the Church of Szyrza 3 we find 
that there were Hereticks among them, .who would not 
believe that Jeſus Chriſt .had a true and real Body, and 
upon that account abſtained frotn the holy Euchariſt,and 
the Prayers of the Church. This Se&, as unreaſonable 
as.it was, was one of the firſt which the Devil ſowed in 
the field of the Church. St. John aJluded to it in the 
beginning of his firſt:Ep. general, --where he faith, That 
which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 
we have ſeen with our ezesr, and which we have loaned upon, 
and our hands have handled of the word of life, that which 


we have ſeeu and heard, declare we unto you, and truly our 
fellowſhip is with the Father,and with his Son Jeſs Chriſt. 
In his Epiſtle to the Philadelphians, and Magneſians, he 
complains of the Judaizing Chriſtians, who went back 
from Chriſt ro Moſes, And in his Ep. to the Tralleſtans 
and Philadelphians, he prays them to abſtain from the 

C 2 evi] 
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evil Herbs, which Chriſt did not cultivate, becaufe they 
were not of his heavenly Father's planting, alluding to 
the words of our Lord, who faid, Every plant which my 
heavenly Father hath not planted, ſhall be rooted out. Far- 
thermore to ſhew what kind of Hereticks and Schiſma- 

® vp. 1enat. ed. ticks there were in thoſe days, he calls them * Beaſts in 

Amft.p. 3 bumane ſhape, | Beaſts and mad Dogs, which ought to 

Ky Tc be avoided, || corrupters of the faith, who ſhould go 

ll into unquenchable fire, and * Auya: &S1ime, Wolves 

* 44 Phila in ſheeps cloathing, + Wolves, that if it were poſlible, 

i j4 ;y Would deceive the very Elec. 

ns 127 - About 10 years after the death of St. Pax/, there hap- 

_ etiay 7i5v3- pened a molt || ungodly and deteitable Sedition, in the 

| MizeZe xt GDUrch Of Corinth , which occaſioned St. Clement, Bi- 
TTEXS27: . , 

« rocis ire. ſhop of Rome, to write that famous Epiſtle to them 

Clen.e.p.t: wherein he tells them, that the Schiſm among them was 

aig pov xa Aizy aigyp3y, a ſhameful, a very ſhametul thing, 

and unworthy of the name of Chriſtians. And in the Paſtor 

of Hermas, there are alſo manifeſt indications of Faftion 

*7. 1.7ifo 3. and Schiſm among Chriſtians when he wrote, * Fiſt, 

In his Viſion of the building of the great Tower upon the 
Waters, where by the Stones that had Clefts and Schiſms 
inthem, he underſtands contentious 


F Quz Aut em. ſcaſſuras babebant, bj ſunt and + quarrelſom Chriſtians ; who 
qui alius adverſus alium in cordibus dife 


cordiam habeuty &* non babent pacem znter could not agree together » or keep 

WC. the peace of the Church among 

themſelves , but had heart-burnings 

one againſt another. Secondly, By the || Stones that 

were ſeen to roul up and down at a 

| Lopides quos vidifi longe projetos # great diſtance from the Tower , he 
wrri, &* currentes itt vid, &* voluz ae Sethe ſtable; c . 
wii in loca deſerta, #i ſunt qui crediderunt UNACTITANGS tne uUMiTtablelort O Chri- 

quidem, dubitatione autem apes ary {tzans, who having left the Church, 

wi ram ——errant autem CF Mjers Jun . . i 

iSrellceates in deſertas vias. miſer ably wandr ed mm by paths, and 
ff | deſert ways. Soinhis8/4, fimilitude 

of the third Book, he ſets forth four ſorts of men in the - 


Church. Firſt, Thoſe who bring in ſtrange and vain 
- Do- 


"i; p 
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Dodrines into the Church, tho' they do notleave the 
Communion of it. Secondly, Thofe who are of anun- 
| peaceable and quarrelſom diſpoſition, and make Feuds 
1n the Church, tho' they do not proceed as far as Schiſm. 
Thirdly, Thoſe who tho' they keep the right faith, yet 
through Envy and Emulation, quarrel with one another 
about Biſhopricks, and Places of Dignity in the Church. 
And fourthly, Thoſe who apoltatize from the faith, and 
ſeparate from the Church. * The firſt fort were ſet + ;;;.,, 5;n.s. 
forth by withered Rods, which were not rotten; the $.6,7. ' 
ſecond by half withered Rods, in which were clefts 5 
the third by green Rods, in which were clefts 3 and 
the laſt by Rods both withered and rotten : And tho 
our Adverſaries could ſhew of all theſe ſorts that do, or 
did belong to the Church of England, it is no new, nor 
extraordinary thing. 
Juſtin Martyr + complains grievonſly of the blaſphe- + 4901.2. p.59,. 
mous Hereſies , which to the great prejudice of the 77: 
Church were taught in his Time. He recites the Names 
of ſome of the Founders of them, as || Simor, Menander, \ 
Marcion, * Baſilides, Saturninus 3 and tells the Empe- * n;11. cum 
rors that they were but nominal Chriſtians, the name of 77h. 7: 253+ 
Chriſtian being as common to Sets in Chriſtianity, as "ag | 
that of Philoſopher was to every abſurd Sect in Philoſo- 
phy. And in his Dialogue with Trypho he faith, That 
the being of Sedts and Hereſfies confirm'd their faith the 
more, becauſe they were foretold by our Saviour i» 47s 
Parable of the Tares and Wheat ; and where he ſaid, Falſe 
Chriſts and falſe Prophets ſhall ariſe, and beware of falſe 
Prophets which come to you in ſheeps-cloathing, but inward- 
ly are ravening Wolves. 

A Irenews, towards the latter end of the 24. Century 
wrote an Account of all the (z-oſtical Hereſtes, ſuch as . 
that of Simon, Menander, Cerinthus, Carpocrates, Satur- 
ninus, Marcivs, Marcion, the Ebionites , Valentinians, 
and. Colarbaſians, and ſome others, which in. his time a 

| felted: 
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teſted the Church, ſeducing great numbers with a ſhew 
of Pertection, and falſe Miracles, eſpecially multitudes 
of Women, and particularly in his own * Dioceſs; and 
yet notwithſtanding all thoſe that went out after thoſe 
impure Herefies, Iren2u4 remained a Catholick and A- 
poltolick Biſhop, and the Galican Church, a pure, Ca- 

tholick, and Apoſtolick Church. | 
Tertullian wrote againſt the Valentinians and Marcis- 
mites, and many other Herefies, in the beginning of the 
third Century 3 and becauſe they pretended to Anti- 
quity, he wrote a + Book, on purpoſe to ſhew, that 
the oldeſt Rereſies were later than Truth. The Church 
at that time was ſo infeſted with Hereſtes, that many 
[| wondred, and were ſcandalized at 


ſ| Non oportere nos Mirars ſuper bereſes the number and prevalence of them, 


3/tas 


teant 


vane, inconfiderats pleriqy hog + , 
3pſo ſcandalizantur,quod tantum hereſes Ua- and that ſo many eminent men fell 


quare #Ule, vel ile fideliſſimigpru- 
dentiſſimi & ufitatiſſims in Eccleſia in ul> 
tam partem tranſterunt 2 Tertull. 2b.1,2, 3+ 


and relapſed into them. - This gave 
occaſion to the Father, in the be- 
ginning of that Book , to tell the 
Faithful, that they were not to take offence, nor won- 
der at the number, or quality of thoſe that forſook the 
Church. He bid them remember thatSau! was an emi- 
nent perſon, before he fell away from God, and that 


200d David, and gracious and wile Solon apoſtatized, 


the one into Adultery, and the other into Idolatry, and 
that it was the priviledge only of the Son of God him- 
felf to be perfe&, and impeccable, and by conſequence 
it-was no Argument for the truth of any Herefie, tho' a 
Biſhop, or Deacon, or DoGtor, or a holy Widow, or 
Virgin, or even a Confeflor, fell into it, becauſe we 
were not to judge of the Faith by the perſons of men, 
but of the perſons of men by the Faith. He bid them 
conſider, That the Traitor Judas was an Apoſtle ; that 
many of Chriſt's own Diſciples forſook him ; that P4y- 
gellus, and Hermogenes, and Hymenaus, and Philetys, 


forſook Paul; and that we ſhould not wonder to fee 
| T the 
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the Chureh ſo deſerted, and ſuffer after the example of 
Chriſt. Saith he, They went out from us, becauſe 
they were not of us 3 and we ſhould remember the Pre. 
dictions of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who forewarned us 
of Wolves in ſheeps-cloathing, of falſe Apoltles, falſe 
Prophets, and falſe Teachers , -and that Hereftes and 
Offences would come ; and indeed ((aith he) Hereſfies 
are as neceſſary as Perſecutions, to prove the Faithfu), 
and try who will endure to the end. This Apology 
which the Father made for the ſad eſtate of the primi- 
tive Church, will, I hope, ſerve as well for ours. I 
- commend it in all humility to the conſideration of the 
R, Cs. eſpecially to the Miniſter of Putney, who in his 
late Book ſeems to take ſo much pleaſure, in twitting 
us, and our Mother the Church of Ergland, with the 
Engliſh Schiſmr. 

But to proceed in the Hiſtory of Herelie and Schiſm. 

Clemens Alexandrinus makes the like Apology for the 
Hereſies of the ſame Age. * He faith, They are to + g,,,.; :-. 
Truth, as Tares are to Wheat, that our Lord foreto} p. 753 
they muſt come, and that therefore they muſt be 3 and 
to ſhew what variety there was then in the Chriſtian 
World, he reckons up in one + Page about a dozen Strom. !.7- 
ſorts : The Valemtinians, Marcionites, Baſtlidians, Pera. 0:19 
tics, Phrygians, Encratites, Docites, Hematites, Cajuriſts, 
Opiians, and Entychites, which I think ſound as ill, as 
Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptiſts, and Quakers, 
with which, I remember, we were reproached not long 
fince, in the Colledges of Navarre and Roche/, in the 
rt with more Raillery, and in the latter with more 
cal. 

Origen in his Book of * Prayer, lately Printed at Ox- * s. 13. 
ford, mentions a ſort of Hereticks that reje&ted Bapriſm, 
and the Lord's Supper, who, I ſuppoſe, may paſs muſter 
with our 2akers, and another ſort that held ir + ſuper-4, , 


Huous and unprofitable to pray ; And in his Anſwer ro 
2, Calſur, 


"7 
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. Celſaz, he makes occaſional mention here and there of 
* 15b.3.9.119, MOſt of the Hereſies of his Time, and faith, That * Cel- 
| ſas, who protciled to deſpiſe and undervalue Chriſtiani- 


Lid. 5. + 
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ty, becauſe there were ſo many S:&ts of Chriſtians, muſt 
for the ſame Reaſon deſpiſe and undervalue Philoſophy 
and Medicine ; for, ſaith he, whatſoever is excellent 
and profitable for men to know, they will apply them- 
ſelves to the ſtudy of it, from whence will naturally ariſe 
divers Queſtions, and divers Opinions, and by conſe- 
quence divers Sefts. For this Reaſon, faith he, there 
are Sets among the Greeks, and Sets among the Jews, 
ſome underſtanding the Writings of Moſes and the Pro- 
phets in one ſence, and ſome in another, and fo Chriſti- 
anity appearing to be + a great and wererable thing, not 
only to men of meaner Parts, but to the greateſt Wits 
among the Greeks, they ſet themſelves to the ſtudy of 
it 3 and from thence aroſe Sets, ſome underſtanding the 
Scriptures, which they all believe, in one ſence, and ſome in 
another : But yet (ſaith he ) no man of ſenſe will reject 
Chriſtianity for that Reaſon, no more then be will reje# 
Medicine or Philoſophy for it, or deſpiſe the holy Books of 
Moſes and the Prophets for the Hereſies among the Jews, 
This ( faith he) 1 think, is a ſufficient Apology for the 


Chriſtian Religion, concerning which I cannot but think 


of the admirable Saying of St. Paul, There muſt be Here- * 
res among you, that thoſe that are approved may be made 
manifest, And therefore (ſaith he again) if the School 
of Chriſt muſt be diſgraced for the Sets that have come 
out of it, let the School of Secrates be condemned too, 
becauſe ſo many oppoſite Schools of Philoſophy aroſe out 
of it ; and let the Philoſophy of Plato alſo ſuffer the 
like cenſure, becauſe his Scholar Ariitotle differ'd fo 
much, and in ſo many Opinions from him. This admi- 
rable Apology the Father made for the Church and Re- 
ligion in his Time, and let thoſe who urge Cel/us his Ar- 
gument againſt us, conſider if it is not as applicable to 

ours, 


PIRIE rw” is hn CO.” II 
th ect. at_4 0 . 


of the Church of England. ' 17 
-ours. Nay we find by the * Arſwers to certain Dueiti- * Refonſ, ad 
ons fallly aſcrib'd to Faſtin Martyr, that God was pleas'd 7 5: 
to allow Hereticks in the primitive Times, to do Mira- 
cles, which, praiſed be his holy Name, he never ſuffer- 
ed any Heretick or Schiſmatick ſince the Reformation to 
do among us. But if he had, we could have made the 
ſame defence, which that Author and St. Cyprian did, 
viz, that Miracles alone, as + ſplendid <5 
gifts as they are, are no demonſtrati- BN og - ans fa 
.on of the Trath 5 for Chriſt bach de- utiqs res eſt, ad mirabilis,non tamennlnd 
clared, that many will ſay unto him gs ae unit. Eccleſ. edit. Oxon. T. 
in the day of Judgement, Lord,Lord, * bs | 
have we not propheſied in thy name, and in thy name caft 
out devils, and in thy name done many.wonderful works 8 
and then he will reply unto them, I know ye not, depart 
from me ye that work iniquity. So ſaith St. Paul, Tho' I 
ſpeak with the tongue of men and Angels, and tho' I have 
the gift of Prophecy, and underſtand all myſteries, and tho' 

1 have all faith, ſo that I could remove mountains, and 

have no charity, I am nothing. The like Apology St. 

Azſtin made againſt the pretended Miracles of the Doza- 

tiſts : 1 hear (faith he) that Poxtizs doth Miracles, and 

that when Donatus Magnus pray*d, God anſwered him 

by a voice from Heaven, but God hath cautioned me 

againſt thoſe || Airacle-mongers, who make Diviſions, | core 58; 
ſaying, Falſe Chriſts and falſe Prophets (hall ariſe, and #rabiliarios 
ſhall ſhew ſigns and wonders, to deceive, if it were pol: —_— 
fible, the very Ele&, but take ye heed, behold I have Zxpi. in &E - 
foretold you all theſe things. And when his Diſciples ?/0bira 
told him with joy, that the Devils were ſubje& tothem * 

\ : in his Name, faith he, Rejoyce not in this, "that the 

Devils are (ubjec& unto you, but that your Names are 

written in Heaven, Wherefore my Brethren, let no 

man deceive you, he that works miracles, and doth not 

keep unity, 1s nothing. Towards the latter end of the 

4th. Century, Epiphanizs.in three Books wrote an Ac- 
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count of all the Hereſfies that had been in the Church 
* Sanfls Eyi- till that time, and they amount 12 number to * fourſcore, 
x71 b, nth ſuch a world of Tares grew up with the Wheat from 
& Pauli, the firſt ſowing of the Word. St. Augaſtine hath given 
a compendious Account of all theſe Herefies out of E- 
piphanins, and ſome more of his own Time, in a Diſ- 
courſe ad Pu0d-vult-Deunr, But ſetting aſide all the 
reſt, I ſha]l only take notice of the Moztaniſts, Novati- 
ans, Donatiſts, and Arians, which did ſo much mif. 
chief to the univerſal Church of God, and all the parti- 

cular Members thereof. | 

The Montaniſts pretended to Prophecy, and divine 

+Euſcb. #.E. Inſpiration, and tho' they were reſiſted by many brave 
& 5. © 15519 Biſhops, and many learned men wrote againſt them, yet 
j Eolptan. they ſpread their Infetion far and near, and || perverted 
201. 1. p- 416. all Phrygia, Cappadocia, and Cilicia, and afterwards their 
corrupt Dodtrine went Weſtward, as far as Conſtantins- 

_ ple it (elf. 

The Novatiar Schiſm began in Rowe it (ſelf, and was 
fo called from Novatus, whom the Greek Writers con- 
found with Novatianus, a Presbyter of that Church. 

* Euſcb, 1, 6, He * taught, that it was not lawful to admit thoſe who. 
& 43 had fallen in the Decian Perſecution, upon their repen- 
| tance, to communion with the Faithful, and getting 
himſelf ordained Biſhop in. a ſiniſter manner, he drove 
many under that pretence from the Church, and then 
there was Biſhop againſt Biſhop, Church againſt Church, 
and Altar againſt Altar, even at Rowe it (elf. Neither. 
Cartwright, nor Travers, nor any other Presbyter of the 
Church of England, did ever do her ſo much miſchief, 
as Novatus did the Church of Rowe. The Schiſm which 
he raiſed, laſted 2co years, and had not Cornelius been 
well aſfiſted by the Catholick Biſhops, not only in 1raly, 
but over all the Chriſtian World, this peſtilent Schiſm, 
under the pretence of greater Purity, would foon have 
driven him out of Rome. _- 
:he 


of the Church of England. 

' The Schiſm of the Doratiſts firſt began in Carthage, 
and they were ſo called from DonatusCaſenſis, the Head 
of the Party, which firſt erefted Altar againſt Altar in 
that metropolitical City, ſetting up Majorinus againſt 
Cecilian , who was rightfully - ordained Biſhop of that 
Church. Of all the Schiſms upon record, this was one 
of the moſt unreaſonable; diſhonourable, ſtubborn, im- 
pudent, and bloudy, as will appear irom this ſhort Ac- 
count thereof. 

Firſt, It was very unreaſonable, becauſe it was made 
by a Party, which had nothing to objc& againſt the Do- 
&rine , Diſcipline, or Rites and Ceremonies of the 
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Church of Carthage, but only againſt the Canonical In- . 


capacity of Cecilian to be Biſhop of it, as one who was a 
traditor, and wor(hipper of Idols in the Diocleſian Perſe- 
_ cation, which notwithſtanding appear'd upon many Try- 
als to have been a malicious Accuſation, nothing of this 
having been laid to his charge, when he waselected and 
ordained, 

Secondly, It was a moſt diſhonourable and ſhameful 
Schiſm, as having been begun and carried on by a rich, 
proud and inſolent * Woman, who was obnoxious to 
| the Rod of Ceczliav, and corrupted Secundus the Pri- 
mate of Numidia, and many other Africa» Biſhops, in- 
toa Faction againſt him, together with thoſe ſacrilegious 
Presbyters, whom Cecilian had called to account for the 
Plate, and cther 'Goods of the Church, which had 
been committed to their Truſt in the time of the Perſecu- 
ti10N. 


* Luciiie 


Thirdly, It was a moſt ſtubborn and prevalent Schiſm, 


which would not yield nor ſubmit to the Autority of 


the Emperor, the Sentence of two + Councils, the De- + romanum & 


termination of the Proconful of Africa, nor the Judge- 

ment of the univerſal] Church. On the contrary, the 

more 1t was condemned, it grew the more inſolent, and 

powerful, and oppreſſed not only the Church of Car- 
D 


Arelatenſe. 
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thage, where it firſt began, but made almoſt the whole 
Church of Africa revolt. 

Fourthly, It was a moſt impudent Schiſm, the Schiſ- 
maticks eſteeming themſelves as the only pure People of 
the World, and the Catholicks as Pagans and Idofxters, 
plundering their Churches, burning their Altars as pol- 
Juted, and treading their holy Sacraments, which they 
found upon them, under their feet. They alſo denied 
them Chriſtian Burial, and re-baptized and re-confirm-. 
ed as many of them as revolted to them, and truly ſo 
general was the Revolt in all Parts of Africa, that the: 
Catholick Communions looked more like Conventicles, 
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*:So called, 
quod circum cels 
las vagantur. 
Auguſt. T. 7. 
f- 76. G. T. 8. 
P-334- 2. 7.8. 
335-D.E. 


+ Habebant Donatiſte pwr omnes pen8 
Eccleſias ſuas prrditum bhominum genus 
perverſum, ac vielentum, velut ſub proſeſſione 
continentium ambulantes qui Circumcellio- 
nes dicebantur, &f erant ingents numero, 4 
turba per-omnes ſere Africanas regiones con- 
flitutt, qui mals imbuts doftoribus, auda- 
cid,ſuperbis4, & temeritate illicita, nec ſuis, 
nec alients aliquando parcebant, contra jus, 


faſqz in caufis interdicentes bominibus, &+ 


2{ obsdiſſent damnis graviſſimis, & cadi- 
bus afficiebant, armati diverſis telzs, bac- 
chantes per agros villaſq; ad ſanguinu effu- 
fronem accedere non metuentes 2 
lerabiles perſcutiones unitats Eccleſie com- 
pat; faciebant, ipſiſqz ſacerdotibus Catholz- 
cis &+ miniſiris aggreſſiones nofturnas at- 
gue diurnas, direptioneſq; rerum omnium vi 
znſerebant. Nam &* multos des ſervos cedi- 
bus. debilitaverunt Poſlidonius 31 
vit. Auguſt, Vid. Auguſt, Ep.49.0 $0. De 
Heveſibus ad Quod-uult-deur *Ep.68, Cone: 
tra Creſcon, /, 3. Enarrat. in Pi, 1c. 


2nto-. 


then the Catholick Church. 
Laſtly, It was a moſt bloudy and cruel'Schiſm, as ap- 
ars by the Feats of the * Circel/ians, or Circumcellians 
whom the Donatifts called Agoniſtici , becauſe they 
fought for them, and deſtroyed the Catholicks in a moſt- 


barbarous manner. For' they were 


the + Zealots of the Faction, who- 


thought they did God good ſervice 
in making havock of the Catholicks, 
nay they were ſuch furious Enthuſts ' 
aſts, that when they had none to kill, 
as St. Aug. faith, they would kill 
themſelves. They laid wait for the 
Catholicks 1n the ways, and murder- 
ed both the Clergy andthe People, 
they took. them out of their Houſes 
by. force, to. kill them, they beat 
them to death with Clubs, poured 
Lime and. Vinegar into. their Eyes, 
plundered and burat their Houſes, 
and murdered Biſhops and Prieſts at 
the very Altar, and marched about 
day and nizht doing theſe horrible 


Exploits, under the conduct of Donatiſ# Bilhops and . 


Prieſts, 
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Prieſts. Nay the whole Sect was all Cruelty and Pride, 
for a Catholick, no ſooner turned Doratift, but he alterd 
his temper, and became impatient, furious, haughty and 
contentious, and indeed the many Maſlacres and Deva- 
ſtations the whole Party committed, ſhews they delight- 
ed in Cruelty and Bloud. Such was the Schifm of the 
Donatiſts, and it deſerves to be well conſidered by thoſe, 
who are apt to make uncharitable Refle&ions upon the 
Church of England, or have a mean opinion of her 
Communion upon the account of the Engliſh Schiſms. 
The Arian Schiſm firſt-began in Alexandria, and had 
its Name from Aris, a Presbyter of that Church. * At 
the firſt broaching of his Herefie, he was oppoſed by 
Alexander his Biſhop, and part of the Clergy and People 
adhering to the Biſhop, and part ſiding with Aris, from 


this ſmall ſpark, ſaith * Socrates, came ſuch a fire, as » ;;, ;, 6, 


made a Conflzgration in the univerſal Church. Firſt, 
It enflamed the Churches of /EZgypt, Lybia, and the up- 
per Thebais, and from thence was blown: into all the 


+. D . i "By : + De vit. Con- 
other Churches, when, as + Exſeb;#s writes, one might is Lacedie:”* 


have' ſeen not only Biſhops contending with one ano- 
ther, but the People rent into Factions, ſome inclining 
to-this Party, and ſome to that, and when the Pagans 
alſo took advantage from thoſe Diviſions of the Chriſti- 
ans, to expoſe Chriſtiznity in their Theatres, and turn 
It into ridicule. 

This ſad eſtate of the Catholick Church, drew tears 
from the eyes of Conſtantine, and movedhim to call the 
Council of Nzce to compoſe this Difference, and ano- 
ther not much lefs, about a matter of far lcf> moment, 
which had riſen between the Eaſternand Weſtern Chur- 


ches, about no greater matter then the obſervation of 


Eaſfter-day. 

The unanimous Decree of the Council againſt Arias, 
and his DoQtrine backed with the Autority of the Empe- 
zor, did for the preſent (ilence the Arian Controverlir 5 
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but his Son Conſtantive turning Arian, it broke out with 
more fury then formerly, and cauſed ſo much Sedition 
and Bloudſhed in Chriſtian Cities, eſpecially about the 
* choice of Biſhops, and ſo many Subdiviſions in opini- 
ons among the Arians themſelves, that one may well 
wonder, how ever Chriſtendom came to be at peace and 
unity again. Then not only Biſhops were divided a- 
gainſt Biſhops, but Councils contradided Councils. 
Then were made at ſeveral Times and Places, no leſs 
than nine Forms of Confeſſion, moſt of them differing 
from one another, and all from the Nrceze Creed. Nay 
then not only the Arians were divided among them- 
ſelves, but the Orthodox, about the manner of receiv- 
ing the convert Arians into Communion, + Lwcifer and 
his Party ſtanding upon ſtrifter terms then the reſt, [ 
have given this ſhort Account of the Arian Schiſm, to 
ſhew how not only this and, that Church, but the whole 
Catholick Church, may at one time Jabour under Schiſm. 
And upon making particular enquiry into particular 
Churches, we ſhall find how in many of them there was 
Biſhop againſt Biſhop, Altar againſt Altar, and Com- 
munion againſt Communion, which made Julian the 
Emperor ſcoptically ſay, That the Son of Mary had now 
verified his own Saying, that he came not to fend Peace 
upon the Earth, but a Sword. 

At Alexandria there were two 'oppoſite Churches 
owning two oppoſite Biſhops 3 the Orthodox, who (til; 
adhered to Athanaſeus. preſent, or abſent, and the Ari- 
ans, Who received Gregory, and George , and the reſt 
that were put in his Place. 4 

At Amntroch there were at one time three oppoſite 


.4Churches;z one of the Arians, of which Exzoins was 


Biſhop, one of converted Ariars, of which Meletius was 
Biſhop, and one of thoſe who never fell into Arzaniſm, 
of which Paulinus was Biſhop, and yet the divided ſtate 


of Chriſtendom at thistime, was no offence, or wonder 
to 


of the Church of England. 23 

to a wiſe Pagan, I mean the Philoſopher Themiſtius, 
who in a * Speech which he ſpoke to the Emperor /- * Socrat. # E. 
lent, to perſwade him to moderate his cruel Perſecution *# ©3® 
of the Orthodox, told his Majeſty, That he ought not 
to admire at the diſagreement of Opinions among the | 
Chriſtians, which was but ſmall, if compared with the 
multitude and confuſion of Opinions among the Creeks, 
among whom there were above 300 different Sets. Nay 
he pray'd him to conſider, that the moſt excellent and 
uſeful Arts had never arrived to ſuch perfeion, but by 
difference of judgement, and ſtrife among the Artiſts 
themſclves ; nay that Philoſophy, the Mother of all good 
Arts, had riſen from ſmall beginnings, to ſuch a height 
of perfection, by differences among learned men, ® 

At Conſtantinople, and in many other Cities, there 
were formed Churches of Arians and Novatians, under- 
their reſpective Biſhops, oppolite to one another, and 
both in oppoſition to the true Catholick Church. From. 
this toleration of ſeparate and oppoſite Churches, aroſe 
many + Differences, || Tumults, Quarrels, and Bloud- + Socrat. tz. E, 
ſhed, as when the Arians aſſembled in the Piazza's of 1 5-95 wage 
Conſtantinople by night, and from thence went through "© 7 59 
the: Streets of the City, ſinging alternative Hymns a- 
gainſt thoſe who believed three to be one Power, Chryſo- 
ſioms, the Catholick Biſhop, fearing leſt the People 
might be drawn from the Church by ſuch Hymns, ap- 
points ſome of the Catholicks, in oppoſition to the Arz- 
ans, to go about ſinging nocturnal Hymns againſt their 
Opinions, upon which the * two Parties meeting one * $ocrar. 1.5. 
another, and being more willing to fight then to ling, «5 
they fell to-violence, and in the Conflict many on both 
ſides were wounded, and ſome lain. 

Nay in Rome it ſelf , which now boaſts ſo much of 
its Unity under one Head, in Rowe the pretended Cen- 
ter of Chriſtendom, there have been as ſhamefu], wide, 


and violent Schiſms, as any were ever. in the Chriſtian. - 
| World,. 
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**Oy i471: World, Schiſms * not upon the account of any pretend. 
"64 wracſr -- ed Hereſie, or diſlike of. Ceremonies, nor conſiſting in 
et 77 wivoy a fleparation of the Clergy and People from the Biſhop, 
7:5 3pm .7% but Schiſms of a more dangerous and ſcandalous nature, 
TKXOTINOS j ; , . 
beirs iſrez- betwixt Rival Popes and their Parties, when there were 
% Log ſeveral Pretenders to the Chair of St. Peter, and fome 
1.4 29, adhered to this Pope, and ſome to that. Thus in the 
Reign of Valentinian, upon-the death of Pope [ zberizs, 
the Clergy and People of Rowe were divided in the 
choice of a Biſhop to ſucceed him. .The holy part of the 
People which adhered to Liberizs in his Baniſhment, 
againſt the perjured and uſurping Pope Felix, being 
convened by QUrſinus , Amantins , and Lupws , choſe 
7 4114s Urfic- + Orſizrus, but the perjured part of the Clergy, which 
7 broke the ſolemn Oath they had made, ,not to chooſe a 
Biſhop during the Baniſhment of Liberizs, and that part 
of the People which adhered to them, choſe Damaſus 
Biſhop, who was one of thoſe who broke bis faith with 
Liberius. QOrſinus was ordain'd Bilbop by Pal of Ti- 
bur, and Damaſus was ordained by others in the Late- 
rar Church, and part of the Clergy and People adhered 
to one, and part to the other, with very .great Animo- 
ſities on both fides. Where was the Unity of the Ro- 
494» Communion, when the Roman Charch had two op- 
polite Popes, and the People were divided: into two ſe- 
parate Churches under them? Damaſus indeed prevail- 
ed, not by the merits of his Cauſe, or that he had the 
better claim, but by bribing the Courtiers, and great 
f He was cal- Men of Rowe, and intrigueing with the || Matrons of the 
led, Matrona- City, and-ſo procuring the Baniſhment of Orſimus, who 
_ 7am 4in1/c4*23* was choſen. by the faithful and holy part of the People, 
which ſuffer*d their bloud to be ſhed for him, and the 
juſtice of his Cauſe, and after his Baniſhment owned 
themſelves to be his Flock, and refuſed communion with 
Damaſus, believing him to be the rightful Pope. Da- 
2#4ſus from the firſt was ſo enraged againſt them, that 
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ke hired the Rabble to outrage them 3 they made a 


great {laughter of them for three days together at the 
Temple of J#lius, then in the Churchof Sicininus, called 
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alſo the Church of Liberins *, where they killed an hun- lini $58. & 29: 


dred and ſixty, and wounded very many more, where- ;, ;. 


of a great part died of their Wounds. Burt all this did 
not deter them from meeting together, but three days 
aſter they aſſembled again, reciting againſt Damaſns 
thoſe words of-our Lord, Fear not thoſe who can kill 
the body, but are not able to kill the ſoul. Then they 
ſang out of the Pſalms, The dead bodies of thy ſervants 
have they given to be meat unto the fowls of the air, and the 
fleſh of thy ſaints unto the beaſts of the field, their bloud 
have they ſhed like water on every ſide of Jeruſalem, and 


there was no man to bury them, And often meeting to- 
gether in the Church of L3bcrins, they cryed out, O 


Chriſtian Emperor | let all the Biſhops meet at Rowe, 
let them try the: Cauſe between Urſinus and Damaſur, 
and drive the Murderer from St. Peter's Chair. Theſe 
Complaints of the People coming to the ears of the Em. 
peror, he called back Urſimus from Baniſhment ; the 
People met him with great joy, but Daaſus by bribing 
the Court gets him baniſhed again. Aﬀeer this, he in- 
vited the Biſhops of [raly to a Feaſt upon his Birth-day, 
Some of them came, whom he would have per[waded 
both by gocd words and money to depoſe Urſinys, but 
they deſired to be excuſed, telling him, that they came 
to celebrate his Birth-day, and not to condemn a man 
unheard. | 

This Account which I have given of the Schiſm be- 
tween Damaſus and Urſinus, is taken out of the Preface 
of Marcellinus, a Roman Presbyter, and Fauſtinus a 
Rowan Deacon, before the Libel/us precam, or humble 
Supplication , which they preſented to the Emperors, 
Valentinian, Theodoſius, and Arcadins. I refer the Rea- 


der to it in the + Oxford-Edition of Farſtinus, and if he + 4,0, 1618. 
E : 


pleaſe 
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pleaſe to: conſult it there, he will find all that I have- 
written, and ſome more remarkable paſſages, which, 
for brevity ſake, I thought fit to omit. I know very 
well that Baronize bath ſaid all he can to-render this- 
Account ſuſpe&ed, becauſe it invalidates the Title of 
Demaſws, and interrupts the lawful Succeſſion to St. Pe- 
ters Chair. | | 
Firſt, He pleads that MerceU:nws and: Fauſtings were- 
Hereticks, and that their teſtimony is no more to be- 
believed, then the teſtimony of Thieves againſt thoſe 
they. have robbed. But was the Luciferian Herefie, (o- 
*-Auguſt. d Called,an Hereſte indeed ? *St. Auguſtine obſerves, that 
Here. ad neither Epiphenius, nor Philafirius, put the Luciferians 
in 1: 2 In the number of Hereticks, and'is very willing to ex- 
Luciſero Carali- Cuſe them from Herefie. Or if it were a Hereſfie, was it 
Fano Epiſcopo ,,. Of ſuch a nature asto deprave and infatuate the Souls of 
0 +inetes, MED, and-to deprive them at once both of truth and com- 
»ec Epiphanius, mon ſenſe, in making of them write a heap of Lyes to 
nc Philaſtt the Emperor, while Dazeaſus was alive, with many more 
Inter hevetacos " . : 

poſuitzeredo tan- EYe-Witneſles of the Schiſm, whom they might conclude 
zmmodo ſchiſo would bave publickly expoſed their Account, if it had: 
pooh ar) v77 " been falſe > Was not Lucifer himſelf a very boly and ex- 
credentes,, — Cellent Perſon, notwithſtanding the ſeverity of his opi- 
nion, and 2 great-Chawpion of the Church againſt the 
Arians, and might not thoſe who ſtood up with bim for 
the ſtrianeſs of Church-diſcipline, and purity of Com- 
munion, out of hatred to Ariaviſm., notwithſtanding. 
their excuſable error, be as holy men as he ? I am confi- 
dent no unprejudiced man, that will obſerve what an: 
excellent (train of Piety and Zeal runs through their 
Works, can ſuſpe&t them- capable of writing ſuch groſs. 
Eorgeries, as the Preface indeed contains, if it be not 

true. | 
But: Baronius objeRts, that they aſſert Urſinus to have 
been ordained Biſhop before Damaſus, contrary. to St. 
Hierom. in his Chronicon, who faith, that Damaſus was. 
| ordain- 
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ordained firſt. But by his favour, their words in the 
Preface do not neceſlarily import ſo much, as the learn- 
ed Annotator in the Oxford Edition hath obſerved 
but if they did, why is not their Teſtimony as good a- 
gainſt St, Hierom, as St. Hierozz's is againſt theirs? and 
why may not he be ſuppoſed to have ſtrain'd a little in 
favour of his Maſter Dameſus, who bad ſo obliged him, 
as well as they, to have prevaricated out of hatred to 
him ? , 

Secondly, He oppoſes the Autority of _— againſt 
them, who relates the Story in favour of Dawaſ#s. But 
was not Ruffinss, as learned men obſerve, a very care- 
leſs and ofcitant Hiſtorian ? How many Miſtakes doth 
the learned Valeſins obſerve in his Hiſtory, in his Anno- 
tations upon Socrates ? and which is it moſt reaſonable 
to believe; an unaccurate man, that writes by hear fay, 
and at a diſtance, and ina general Hiſtory : or men that 
with great accuracy write of any FaQt, which they had 
all the meansof knowing exadtly, and could not, unlefs 
they would wilfully, miſtake. 

Thirdly, He moſt frigidly objzeas, that Urſinns muſt 
needs have been the ſchiſmatical Biſhop, becauſe he was 
ordained by the Biſhop of Tzbzr, and not of Oftia, to 
whom, he faith, it did belong to ordain the Biſhops of 
Rome. It is true, it was,the cuſtom of the Metropoli- 
tans and Patriarchs, to be ordained by ſome of their 
neighbouring com-provincial Biſhops , as St. Avg. ob- 
ſerves, in defence of Cecilian's Ordination againſt the 
Donatiſts 5, and this he proves by the example of the Bi- 
ſhop of Q/tie,who uſually ordained the Biſhop of Roxve. 

But what tho' that Biſhop did uſually Non expeftaverit Cecilianas ut princeps a 
ordin the Reman Biſhops, doth it Fey ounran; ca als the Be. 
ollow from thence, that he was Judg {1 500519151 Evicors Boilcororum Ee: 
of their eleRian, and that if re. FY. cue Cohen drm en i ome 
was vacant, or the Biſhop of it fick, paar an IF) - _ ons = 
or abſent,or ſuperannuated,and could = —_ rw Cetk, = 

| E 2 - not, 
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not, or had no mind, and would notdo that office, that 

another, for example, the Biſhop of 77bxr, might not 

' do it as well 2 Some of theſe perhaps might be the Caſe 

when Urſizus was elefed : for we do not read that the 

Biſhop of Oſiia ordained Damaſ#z 3 or if he had for cer- 

tain ordained him, might not Damaſus have corrupted 

him, as well as the Courtiers and Magiſtrates of Rowe, or 

have engaged him to his Party precibus & pretio, as the 

Preface ſaith he would have engaged the Biſhops of 1taly 

to condemn Urſinus 2 And methinks if his had been the 

juſter Cauſe, he ſhould for his reputation have commit- 

ted the hearing of the whole Matter to a Council of Bi- 

ſhops, and got him and his Party condemned, as Corre- 

lius got Novatus and his : but this he never did, which 

is no (mall preſumption, that his EleQtion was not fo ju- 

ſifiable, and his Right ſo clear, as Baronius would have 

it tobe. But whether it were or no, doth not direQly 

concern my preſent Deſign, which is chiefly to ſhew, 

what a violent, dangerous, and ſcandalous Schiſm this 

was, which happened in the Rowar Church. It was fo 

* Ut r9lirentyy Violent, that according to * Ruffinns, and the Greek Hi- 
hymano ſengui- ſtorians, out of whom I might have deſcribed it, it cauf- 
ne 072140n4n 1% ed a-great deal of Bloud(hed in Churches 3 fo dangerous, + 

| that the Souls of many on the one (ide or other muſt needs 
have miſcarried 1n it 3 and ſo ſcandalous, that it gave oc- 

+ 24. 2arcell;..Calion toa 4 Pagan Hiſtorian to make ſuch RefleQions, 
14s inlocoſupra-as I wiſh, for the honour of the Rowar Sce, and the ho- 
ci3v4t., ly Epiſcopal Office, had never been made. It happened 
in the year 366, and after the death of Pope Zo/imns, 

' there happened another ſcandalous and horrible Schiſm 
between Boniface and Ewlalius, in the year 419, which 

cauſed ſuch great and dangerous Tumults in the City, 

'that Honurius the Emperor, who was then at M3/az, was 

not .-without apprehenſions what might be the conle- 
quence of it, and therefore to prevent all preſent dan- 

ger, commanded both of them to be put out of Rozve. 
| To 
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To paſs. over many intermediate Schiſms in after-Ages, 
there happened many more of a very ſcandalous nature, 
between contradictory Popes afliſted by contradictory 
Parties and Councils, who could not agree about the 
rightful Pope. Thus in the year 891, the Church of 
Rome was miſerably divided between Formoſus and Ser- 
gius, who were both choſen in Rowe by different Par- 
ties 3 and tho' Formoſus prevailed, yet Stephen the 6th. 
his next Succeſſor but one, abrogated and nulled all his 
Orders, and degraded all whom he had ordained, and 
gave themnew Orders. In theyear 965. there happen- 
ed a great Schiſm after the death of John the 12th. be- 
twixt Bezedi@® the 5th. and Leo the 8th. Platina could 
not determine which wasthe right Pope, but puts them 
both in his Lives 3 but Oz»phrizs, in his Annotations up- 
on. the Life of BenediF, and in his Ecclefiaſtical Chro- 
nology, ſaith expreſly, that Beredi& was the Schiſmatick, 


and Leo the lawful Pope. * Baronins is of the contrary +,, ,,,, .c,. 
opinion; he makes Leo the Antipope, and Benedi@ the Tin. 10. 
Pope 3 and + Genebrard confeſſes, that their Hiſtorians T 7" £59. 0: 


are not agreed which of the two was the rightful Suc- 
ceſſor to St. Peter's Chair. In theyear 1080. the whole 
Peace of Chriſtendom was diſturbed by the Schiſm, which 
happened betwixt Clexzert the 3d. and Gregory the 7th. 
In the year-1118. began the Schiſm between Clement the 

3th. and Gelaſeus the 2d. and Gelaſinydying, it continu- 

ed between Clement, and Calzxtus the 2d. who was cho- 

ſen in the room of Gelaſius, The Emperor was for Cle- 
-ent,- but the Kings of Ezgland and France were for 
Calixtus, tho' the Exgliſh Clergy and People were much 
divided in- their opitions, ſome maintaining the one, 
- and ſome the other, and ſome again that neither Party 
was duly elected: but Calixtss having taken his Rival 
priſoner by the help of a good Army put an end to 
'that Schiſm. Afcer the death of Adrian the 4th. in 
the year 1159, happened a grievous Schiſm, betwixt 
* ViGor 
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OO * Vitfor the 4th, and Alexander the 

oe « miſnailiter diravie, Os. 34: Which for 19. years mightily di- 

ton. Friſing. Chron. Lib.q..Caf. ult, {turbed the Chriſtian World, ſome 

dinales in ſeditionem converſi gems- of the + Cardinals choſe the one,and 

Toe (cindunt Vnitatem, Badevic, (OMe the other, and after their re- 

Friſingenſis L. 2. C. 43+ ſpective elections both were ordain- 

ed, and ſent out || Circular Letters 

with contradictory proteſtations and 

remonſtrances, atteſting God to the truth of what they 

ſaid. Alexander called God to witneſs in his Letters, 

that he was choſen by all the Cardinals but three, and 

(+) Radevic. YEt the Cardinals of ViFor's Party in a (*) publick de- 

Friſing, L. 2. Claration proteſt that he was choſen by nine Cardi- 
q9-$- nals. 

The Emperour, to put an end to this Schiſm, calls 

a Council at Pavia, and to that end wrote to Alexan- 

der, and the Cardinals, and alſo to the Tramontarn Bi- 

+14.1.2, c.6,, (hops to meet there. The (+) Council being met, the 

65,656,671, Emperour made a ſpeech to them, to exhort them with 

Faſting and Prayers to commend the Cauſe of the 

Church to God, and after ſeven days diſcuſſion of the 

Controverſy between the two Popes, they gave ſen- 

tence in behalf of Vi&or, and the Canons of St. Petey at 

Rome, ina Letter to the Emperor and the Council, did 

aſſure them, that the uncorrupt and better part of the 

Cardinals were for him 3 whereupon the Emperor ratifi- 

ed and confirmed his EleCtion, and by his Edia com- 

manded he ſhould be received as Pope. He died after 

he had fate four years, and was ſucceeded by Paſchal the 

3d. Caliiſizs the 3d. and Iznocent the 3d. all oppolite 

Popes to Alexander the 34. whom the Roman Writers 

affirm to have been the true Pope. But the molt grie- 

vous Schiſm of all the reſt, was that which began in the 

year 1378, between Urban the 6th. and Clement the 7th. 

Urban kept his Seat at Rowe, but Clement at Avignion, 

and the Germans, Hungarians, Engliſh, and part of deal, 
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ſtood for the former, and the French and Spaniard: for 
the latter : Urban created 54 Cardinals, and C/e- 


ment 36. 
The Schiſm between theſe two Popes and their Suc- 


cefſors, laſted about 50 years, or according to * Mr, * Hiſtory of 
Foulis ( who accounts the Schiſm of Felix againſt Ex- Popith, ec. 


geniys as a part of it, becauſe it ſprung from it ) above 
70 years, during all which time, excepting the interval 
between Clement and Felixthe 4th. there were two op- 
poſite Lines of Succeſſion to St. Peter's Chair, till Fe- 
lix, whom the Council of Bal ſet up againſt Clemeny, 
upon the earneſt entreaty of the Emperor, reſigned up 
all his Intereſt to the Popedom, and left Nicolas the 5th, 
Succeſſor in the Line of Orbay, ſole foveraign Pontif in 
the Roman Throne. Nay during the time of this Schiſm, 


- there were ſometimes three Popesz for the Cardinals: 
thinking to end the Schiſm, called a Council at Pa, 
where they depoſed Gregory the 12th. one of Orban's 
Succeſlors, -and Benedid the 1 1th. one of Clement's Suc-- 


ceſlors, and choſe Alexander the 5th. who died before 


he had fate a year. Alexander was ſucceeded by John 


the 23d. who created 16 Cardinals, and fate ſeven 


months, till the Council of Coxftarce perſwaded him to- 
recede,. and becomea private man again. A man would 


think, that of all. Chriſtians in the World, a Romer: 
Catholick ſhould be moſt backward to upbraid the 
Church of Ezglard with Schiſm, conſidering what fre- 
quent and violent Schiſfms his own Church bath laboured 
under in former Ages ; Schifms that have rent the Uni- 
on, and ſplit, if not interrupted the Line of Succeffion 
in the oe Catholick Church, and brought it to ſuch a.ſad 


condition, that the ſecular Authority bas been fain to 


determine of twoor three Popes, which was rightfully. 


29 


eleted, and which not. Thus in the Reign of + Rich. +2, & 3; 


the 28. the Parliament of Exglanddid declare in an At #2. c.5. 


A.D. 1378. 


for that purpoſe, that Urban the 6th, and not his Anta- 
| | gonilt 
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gonſt (lemert, was duely choſen Pope, and ought to 
be accepted and obeyed in this Realm. I never ſaw the 

 Origina)], but ſhall ſet down the Abridgment of it, out 
of Sir R. Cotton's Exa# Abridgment of the Records, in 
the following words. 

An AG that Pope Urban was true and lawful Pope, and 
that the Livings of all Cardinals, and other Rebels to the 
ſaid Pope, ſhall be ſeized in the King's hands, and the 
King to be anſwered by the Profits thereof, and that who- 
ſoever within this Realm ſhall procure or obtain an; Provi- 
fron, or other Inſtrument, from any other Pope then the 
ſaid Urban, ſhall be ont of the King's proteG199, 

Serjeant Raſiall hath another Abridgment of this 
Ac, ſomewhat different in one paſſage, but in all the 
reſt to the ſame effeR. 

An. 27 R.2. c. 7. It was agreed, that Urban was due- 
ly eleFed Pope, and ought to be obeyd as Head of the 
Church, and that all Benefices and Poſſeſſzons of Cardinals, 
and other the King's Enemies, ſhould be ſeized. And it 

Raſtalrs Sta: 945 exaFed, that if any purchaſed by proviſion, any Bene- 
tutes, Tit. Pro- fice or Grace, by any other named Pope then of Pope Ur- 
_— and P '<- ban, or be obedient to any other Perſon as Pope, he ſhould 
3 £35” be out of the King's prote&ion, and his Goods ſeized, 

I ſhould not have brought this Aﬀ upon the Stage, 
but that the Gentlemen of the Roman Communion, are 
ſo apt to miſcall our Church a Parliamentary Church, 
and our Religion a Parliamentary Religion, only becauſe 
our Laws confirm and eſtabliſh the Sanctions of the 
Church of Ezgland, as the Imperial Laws and Edits for- 
merly did the Decrees of general Councils; particular. 

* The exter- Iy, as * Conſtantine the Great, who fate in the Nicere 
— Council , confirmed the Nicene Creed, and all other 
" things that were ordained by the Council of Nice, when 

he was but a Catechumenys, or Learner of the Chriſtian 

Religion, He ſaid of himſelf, that he was Toy #5 'E- 

mox;57G-, and after his death, the Fathers — 
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kim, 'Iov75a©- 3 and whoſoever will take the pains to Equal tothe 
run over, but with a curſory eye, the Novels of Juſti. *P9fle. 
ian, the Nomocanons, and Baſilicks, the Capitularia of 
the old French, and the Laws of our Ancient Saxon Spiim. concil, 
Kings, will find, that our religious Princes, ſince the %% *- 
Reformation, have intermedled no more with the Af- 
fairs of the Church, then Chriſtian Princes formerly 
did. 

But to return thither, where I broke off, I deſire the 
Reader to take notice, That of 29 or * 3o Schiſms in * 9#whrive 
the Church of Rowe, I have taken notice but of nine, > (oms- 
and that if it were requiſite to ſay more of the Roar 4 
Schiſms and Differences, I could add another Account 
of Anti Cardinals, and Amti-Conncils, to this ſhort one 
of the Arnti-Popes. | 


CHAP. II, 


Shewing, That Schiſms and Divi irons, and the conſumma- 
tion of them, in ppeſire Communions, are n0 good Ar- 
o_ _ the Truth, or Goodneſs, or Reputation of 
a Church. , .- 


II Aving in the former Chapter, I hope, clearly de- 
H wa. \antr that the urfverkal Church, —_ all 
the particular Members of it, are ſubject to Hereſies and 
Schiſzss, I proceed in this to ſhew, that they are no Ar- 
gument againſt the Trueneſs, or Goodneſs. or Reputati- 
on of any Church, becauſe what is incident tothe whole 
Church, and all the parts of it, cannot be a good Argu- 
ment againſt any one. If the Body may loſe an Arm, it oy” 
can be no diſparagement to the Hand to bave a Finger 
drop off z or if a Tree, to which St. Cyprian compares 
the Catholick Church, may have a Bough rent off from: 
its Body, it can beno "—_ to a Bough to loſe a rot- 
| ten 
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ten Branch, or to a Branch to/ loſe a rotten Twig. If 
the Hand cannot in reaſon or prudence upbraid the Foot 
with the loſs of a Toe, becauſe it may loſe a Finger, 


then certainly nothing ouglit to be concluded. trom a 
common Afﬀe@ion of all Churches, to the prejudice or 


diſhonour of this, or that particular Churci. 


When our Saviour was told of the Galz/zans, whole 
bloud P3/ate mingled with their Sacrifices, S'nppoſe ye 
( faith he unto thoſe that told him of it ) that theſe Ga- 
lileans were ſinners above all the Galileans, becauſe they ſuf< 
fered ſnch things, I tell you nay, but except ye repent, ye 
ſhalt all likewiſe periſh 3 or thoſe eighteen upon whom the 
Tower in Silo fell, think ye that they were ſinners above all 
the men that dwelt in Jernſalem, I tel you nay, but except 
ge repent, ye ſhall all ihewiſe periſh. Our bleſſed Re- 
deemer teacheth us from theſe Examples, how unreaſe- 
nable and uncharitable it is to cenſure particular Perſons, 
when the common Misfortunes of Mankind fall upon 
them. For the Galilears, who were murdered by He- 
red at their Devotion, were no preater Sinners then 
other men ; and thofe upon whom the Tower in S/oe 
ſel}, were, it feerys, as good as their Neighbour, tho' 
the Jews were fo apt to think and ſpeak hardly of them 
for their Misfortune, contrary to the Do@tine of their 
own <criptures, which taught them, that there is one 
Event unto all, and that no man can know the Love or- 
Hatred of God by all that is before bim. 4! things 
(farth the Preacher ): come alike to all, there 7s one event 
fo the righteous and ts the wicked, tothe clean and to the 
wnckan, to him that ſacrificeth, and to him that ſacrificeth 
ot. And as it is wkh particular men, in reference to- 
the common Misfortunes of Mankind, ſo it is with par- 
ticuhar Churches, in reference to Diviſions and Separa-- 
tions, which are common Accidents to all Churches, 
good, or bad, true, or falſe, pure, or corrupt, Catho- 
lick, or un-Cathohick, that are called by the m—_—_ 
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Chriſt. They are all alike ſubje& to Diviſions, and 
ſub-Diviſions in Religion 5 and therefore thoſe who ar- 
gue againſt any Church upon that ſcore, treat her in 
the time of her Calamity, as Job's Friends treated him, 
who turned his Misfortunes, which might have fallen 
upon themſelves, into Arguments againſt him, to prove 
that he was an Hypocrite, and not pure and upright, as 
he pretended tobe. 

But in the primitive Times, men were not ſuch miſe- 
rable comforters of Churches afflited with Diviſions. 
Then they were better Logicians, and better Chriſtians, 
than to think a Church was not Catholick, or in the fa- 
vour of God, becauſe Hereſies and Schiſms aroſe in it ; 
as appears from the Salutations which St. Paul gave unto 
the Church of Corinth, when it abounded with Herefie, 
Faction, and Diſſentions, as I ſhewed in the former 
Chapter. - In the beginning of both his Epiſtles, he (a- 
lates them in this manner : Paxl, an Apoſtle of Feſww 
Chriſt, unto the Church of God which 7s at Corinth, It 
was (till the Church of God, tho? there were Hereticks, 
and. faQious Parties of men in it ; nay fo far was he in 
his infallible judgement, from unchurching the Flock 
of Chriſt there upon the account of Diviſions, that he 
in efie& apologized for them, and for the goodneſs and 
br nag wo” = ſuffered _— ral ( -__ he) SD 
there muſt be * herefies among you, that theſe who are ap- © 4c þ dice; 
proved ” be made manifeſt. | T — = = 

So St. Clement begins his Epiſtle to the ſame Church, vinitics cra4i- 
which was written upon the occaſion of a great Schiſm, 4% am 
in this manner, The Church of God at Rome, to the Church 1i{4; fant, id 
of God at Corinth. It ſeems the Church at Corinth, rent , myqui/que 
and torn as it was with inteſtine Diviſions, was the 711; % fu 
Church of God as well as that of Roxve, in which there catholice fide, 
were then no Diviſions at all. St. Peter's next and im- aa wh 
mediate Succeſſor bewailed the ſad Misfortune of the Licin. 
Corinthians, but he did not unchurch them for it ; = 
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told them, how it occaſioned their venerable and illa- 
ſtrious Name to be evil ſpoken of, but nevertheleſs he 
"SI. called them the * ele& of God. And ſo Conſtantine the 
| Great, in an Epiſtle which he wrote to the Alexanarians, 
when they were very infamous, upon the account of the 
| deadly Feuds and Separations which divided their Com- 
+ S>crat. H. E. munion, ſalutes them in theſe words : + Conſtantine the 
t. i. 6.9% Emperor, to the Catholick Church of Alexandria, Not 
{|Z. 1. 27. long after, when the Arian Biſhops || conſpired againſt 
Athanaſims, to get the Emperor to depoſe him, and his 
Majeſty upon. hearing his Cauſe, found their Accuſati- 
ons to be falſe, he wrote a Letter in his behalf to the 
* Athan opera, Alexandrians, of which this is the Title : * Conſtantine, 
vol. 1. p.779- the great Emperor,to the People of the Catholick Church, 
which is at Alexandria, When he wrote this Letter to 
the People of Alexardria, it abounded with. Melitians 
and Arias, who had formed themſelves into oppoſite 
Communions, and yet thoſe ſchiſmatical oppoſite Com- 
munions, were in the judgement of that leaxned Empe- 
ror, no Argument againſt the Alexandrian Church. So 
Conſtantine junior, ſhortly after his Father's death, be- 
fore he aſſumed the Title of Ang»/tws, direfted Letters 
to the Church of Alexandria, in favour of Athanaſias, 
+ Socrat. 2, x, With this Superſcription : + Conſtantine Ceſar, to the Peo- 
b..2. 6:3 ple of the Catholick, Church. of. the Alexandrians, Not- 
withſtanding all the SeAs and Series of Alexandrie, 
the Church ſtill remained Catholick, in the Communi- 
on of the Faithful, who retained the ancient Apoſtoli- 
cal Doctrine and Diſcipline. Theſe wiſe Emperors con- 
ſidered, that the Tares could not alter the. property of 
the Wheat ; and therefore tho' there were a Warld of 
Hereticks and Schiſmaticks in Alexandria, and all the 
Regions round about it, yet they called the Church a 
Catholick Church. It was every jot as Catholick thes, 
as it was before the Melitian and Arian Schiſms, when 
the People were of one mind, and one Communion z. fox 
12. 
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it is not the great number of Church members in any 
Dioceſs, Province, or Patriarchat, but the cauſe and:na- 
ture of the Communion, that makes: a true Church, 
Otherwiſe, if Churches muſt be no longer reputed truly 
Catholick and good, then all the Members which are, 
or ought to be of it, are unanimous, and communicate 
together, then it muſt follow ,. that both the Church 
univerſal, and every particular Member of it, long fince 
loſt their Catholick nature, and were no true Churches 
in the eyes of God. What, for inſtance, became of the 
Church Catholick,after the Council of Arim1i-um, when 
almoſt the whole Chriſtian World became Ariaz, except 
a very * ſmall number of Biſhops, who ſtuck to the pro- * Zibe!s pre- 


Cum, 2 8,9,10, ; 


feſſion of the Catholick Faith? More particularly, what 7 \:-2:"< 
became of the Church of Rowe, when Pope Liberias Lirin. c.5. 
embraced the Aria» Communion, and ſubſcribed to the 

Sentence of the Ariaz Biſhops againſt Athanaſews , as 

+ Baronius acknowledges, tho' he endeavours to prove, 7. £11 4m. 
that he never ſubſcribed to the Aria» Confeſſion, or He: ,3; 57*"" 


reſie >? Nay what became of it, eſpecially upon their 

Principle, when Pope || Hozorizs the 1f8. fell into-the 1774. N17 4r- 

Herefie of the Monothelites, for which he was condemn- rags bn 

ed by the 6th. General Conncil, and anathematized for t« Pape, 1is. 

it after his death by the 24. Council of Nice, which they L445 of —_— 

receive for the 7th. General Council > Nay, if Hereſies jr;nats Pape,) 

and Schiſms are good Arguments, or juſt matter of Ex- ?-333435, & 

ception againſt any Church, what ſhall we fay to the* ©" 

Church of Roxxe, upon the account of the Novatian, 

and all the other A#tipapal Schiſms mentioned in the for- 

mer Chapter ?: Or to go farther back into Antiquity, 

what Apology ſhall we make for her, when * Blaſts, .* Euſcb. 2, #, 

and Florinus, a degraded Roman Presbyter, raiſed a be 5+ Ge ISs 

great Schiſm in Rome, endeavouring to introduce new 

Dodrines, which + [re:£44 confuted in Books written + c. 20. 

for that purpoſe ? Their DoCtrines were very abſurd, as 

well as inconſiſtent, with the Faith and Tradition of all 
Churches, . 
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Churches, and yet they drew away many from the 
Church of .Roxe, and enticed them to embrace their 
Opinions. Nay, what ſhall we do to defend her in 
the Time of Pope Yi&or and Zephyrinus, when ſhe was 
infeſted with the Hereſie, which aſſerted our Lord to be a 
meer man £ This damnable Hereftie was firſt taught at 
Rowe, by Theodotas, no better a man then a Tanner, 
for which he was excommunicated by Pope V:i&or; and 
afterwards in the Time of his Succefior ZLephyrinzs, it 


.came to a perfe&t Schiſm, when the Hereticks made N:- 


talis the Confeſſor, a Biſhop of the Hereſie, and ſettled 
a Maintenance upon him. One of the Scholars of Thes- 
dotws the Tanner, was another Theodotus a Banker, a 


great promoter of the Schiſm 3 and- therefore I cannot 


| but wonder, that any Rowan Catholick, who underſtands 


Antiquity, ſhould upbraid the Church of Erg/ard, with 
the Preaching of Mechanicks and Tradeſmen, when a 
Tanner and a Banker, in the 24. Century, were the Ring- 
leaders of ſuch a peſtilent Hereſfie in the Church of Rozee, 


and as an Author of that Time reports, zzepxdevtly took 


upon them to adulterate the Scriptures, and rejed the Ca- 
20x of the primitive Faith. Why ſhould men, pretend- 
ing to Senfe and Learning, uſe an Argument that is ſo 


eafily retorted upon themſelves,” and when it is purſued 


into all its Conſequences, makes it impoſlible for them 
to defend either the Church Univerſal, or any particu- 
lar Member thereof >? Whar will they ſay for the primi- 
tive Church , by way of defence againſt the Gzoſtical 
Hereſies, if they argue againſt that, as they are wont to 
argue againſt the Church of Exgland 2 Or to paſs over 
the Schiſms, of which I have given ſome Account in the 
former Chapter, how can they by their way of arguing, 
maintain the Church of Aztioch to have been Catholick. 


in the Time of Panlws Samoſatenſis, who revived the 


Hereſie of Theodotzs, and taught, that Chriſt by nature 
Was 10 more then a meer man 2 For this Reaſon, he held 
| Com- 
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Communion with the Followers of Artemron, the Au- 
thor of this damnable Herefie,. teaching that Chriſt was 
from the Earth, and damning the Hymns which uſed 
to be ſang in Churches to his honour, as novel Com- 


poſures, and letting his Followers chant forth Hymns to 


his own praiſe in the Church, and teli the People that 


he was an Angel ſent from God. Was there ever ſuch 


an heretical and blaſphemous Archbiſhop in the Church 
of Exgland ſince the Reformation, as this ? But if there 
had been more then one ſuch, the Church of Ergland 
nevertheleſs would have been a truly Catholick Church, 
as this of Arztioch then was in the judgement of the 


F 
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Council that depoſed Paul. For in that excellent * E- * guſcb. nz. 
piſtle, which the Council wrote #o the Brfbops and Preſs *. 7: £30 


byters of the whole Catholick Church under Heaven, they 
tell them, aſter a long recital of . Pawl's Impieties, that 
they were neceſſitated to depoſe him, and ordain ano- 
ther in his ſtead over the Catholick Church. 


I might alſo ask them, upon their way of treating the 


Church of Ezglznd, upon the ſcore of the Engliſh He- 


refies and Schiſms, what they can fay for the Church of 


Conſtantinople, in the Time of Macedonive and Neſftori- 


#5, who were both Patriarchs of that Church, and both. 
fell into Hereſie and Schiſm ? When a Biſhop, and: 


much more a Patriarch, leads the Flock into by-paths, 
the Schifm 1s more deplorable, but yet it is not the A- 


poſtafie and Seceffion of one, or two, or more Biſhops, 


if that ſhould happen, that can deftroy the Catholick 
and Apoſtolick nature of any Provincial, Patriarchal, or 
National Church. For, asI obſerved before, it is not 
the number of Communicants, but the cauſe or ſound- 
neſs of Communion, that makes a true Church ; and 


therefore were there both for kind and number, ten- 


times as many more oppoſite Sects and Commmumons, ag 


there are in. this Nation, and Biſhops at the Heads of 


them all, yet upon ſuppoſition that the Church of Exg- 


land . 
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land is ſound and Apoſtolical in Dodrine, Worſhip, 


* Va oft pars in qua ſunt multi Epiſco- 
pi, ſed ubi ſunt multi, illit——ſacra fides 
Chriſti violata eft, ubs vero pauciſſmi ſunt, 
fides Chriſti vindicatur. Libell-precumyp 9, 
12, 13. 


Þ+ Non dubitandum eft paucos Epiſcopos 
eſſe pretioſos merito conſeſſionts, &* unviola- 
bilss fidei, multos vero nullifiers merito hee 
reſeos in causa religioun, Of ſa- 
cre fidei non numerus numero comparandus 


eſt, ſed para illa Apoſtolica fides mo exe: 


#16is,probata cruciatibus licet unius, Multo- 
rum infidelitatibus preponenda eſt. ibid. 


and Diſcipline, that * ſmall number 
adhering to her Communion, muſt 
be the true Church, Nay if all the 
Biſhops of Ergland, but one, ſhould 
fall away from the Church of Ezg- 
land, that + one Biſhop, and the 
Flock adhering to him, would be 
the true Church of E-g/and, and as 
true and Catholick a Church, as if 
there were not one Diſſcnter in the 
Land. 


The learned Papiſts know this very well, and there- 
fore I wonder, that men pretending to Letters and In- 
genuity, ſhould argue againſt the Church of England, 
from the Erglifh Herefies and Schiſms. Furthermore, 
if this be a good way of arguing againſt Churches, then 
the Church of the Fews was twice involved in the con- 
ſequences of it 3 once by the Schiſm of Corah, and then 
by that of Feroboam, who ſet up a Prieſthood and Altar 
at Bethel, in oppoſition to that of Fer»/alem, and by the 
ſeparation cut off ten Tribes in twelve from the true 
Church of God. Nay if this modiſh way of arguing be 
true, then the ſeparation of th Church of Exgland, and 
other National Churches, from that of Rowe, are as 
ſtrong Arguments againſt #f, as the Sets and Schiſms 
among us are againſt the-Church of England. There is 
no difference in the Caſe, becauſe they ſay, that all the 
Proteſtant Churches are ſchiſmatical for falling off from 
them, as we ſay the Congregational Churches are for 
falling off from ours; and if ours indeed is not a Ca- 
tholick Church, but apparently under God's diſpleaſure, 
becauſe forſooth they can tell us of the Presbyterians, 1:- 
dependents, Anabaptiſts, and Quakers, then we may by 
juſt conſequence ſay as much of theirs, becauſe we can 


tell them of the Walderſes, Albigenſes, and Wiccliffians of 


old, 
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old, and of late of the Lyutherans, Calviniſts, and Church 


of England-men, who are all Separatiſts from the Com- 


munion of. Rowe, As thoſe we repute Schiſmaticks, 
ſprang out of our Church and Communion, ſo thoſe 
whom they repute Schiſmaticks, ſprang out of theirs 
and therefore would not any man .wonder, that they 
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ſhould fo far forget themſelves, as to uſe ſuch Arguments \, 


againſt the Church of Ezg/2»d, and make ſuch Refle&i- 
ons upon it, as may be eaſily retorted upon — 
to overthrow their own Pretenſions to Catholiciſm, and 
weaken the Cauſe, and Reputation of their Church. 
The Church of Rowe ( ſay they ) is the Catholick 

Church , and the Church which Chriſt left upon 
Earth, and the Church of Ezg/and hath ſeparated from 
it 3 and therefore, ſay we, in their looſe way of dif. 
courling, the ſeparation of the Church of Ezgland, is a 
good Argument againſt the Goodneſs and Reputation 
of that Church, which Chriſt left upon Earth, Nay, 
ſay they, Chriſt can have but one Church upon Earth, and 
we believe none can be that Church, but that which is called 
the Raman Catholick Church 3 but then, ſay we, a world 
of Hereftes and Schiſms have been bred in that one 
Church, the Catholick Church of Rowe, and therefore 


Y\ 


it is long ſince this one Church of Chriſt was one, or a # 


true, and good Church. Tour Church ( fay the two 
late Converts to us) hath Unity, or not & if not, then 
ſhe is not the Church of Chriſt ;, if ſhe hath, why arethere 
fo many Sets and Schiſms among you 2 Now, not to pro- 
voke ſuch Gentlemen to * paint, and rip up the Sores of 
Proteſtancy, your Church ({ may a Tark fay to them ) 
hath Unity, or not ? if not, then ſhe is not the Church 
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the Fiſhers of 


Men, p. 111. 


of Chriſt ; if ſhe hath, why. are there ſo many Secs 


among you ? You ſay, you are the one Catholick 
Church, but what ſhall we do to find it in ſuch an hbud- 
dle of Diſſenters as are in the Empire, France, Great 
Britain, Sweden, Denmark, and other Northern Coun- 
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* Ex eo 0rdine (cilicet Cardinalium) 
ſunt quatuor, aut quinqut, quorum nomina 
poſſum proferre, [# vellem, quibus reverd pro- 
betur noſtra doftrina, ſaltem magna ex par- 
$2, Romana exoſa ſit. Sed ve ills cum fir 
lius Dei enunciaverit fore ut 1s qui udrit 
woluntatem Domini & non ſecerit vapulet 
pluribus, quam qui non noverit, Ve ilis 
zterum, penitentiam agant, nec ament glo- 
view baminum magis quam gloriam Dei. 
P. Vergerius 3 Annor. in Catalogum He- 
reticorum, þ 262» 


treysz and of * Diſſemblers and In- 
differents in Itzly, Spain and Portu- 
gal, and even in Rome it ſelf, If a 
Mahumetan, Pagan, or Jew, ſhould 
argue thus againſt them, as they ar- 
gue againſt us, they muſt either re- 
nounce their own Conſequences, or 
fink under the weight of them 5; 
nay, if an Atheiſt, or Infidel, of any 
other kind, ſhould take that advan- 


tage againſt Chriſtianity, from the Schiſms and Diviſions 

of it, which they do againſt the beſt Church of Chri- 

ſtendom, the Church of Ezg/and, I appeal to their own 

Conſciences, whether they muſt not 'deny their own 

Concluſions, or expoſe and betray the Caule of Chriſt. 

The Pagans argued fo againſt Chriſtianity in the primi- 

tive Times, becauſe fo many Sets grew up with it, and 

therefore the variety of Hereſfies and Schiſms, which have 

ſprung up in Ezgland fince the Reformation, can beno 
Argument againſi the Church. It is no blemiſh to her 
to be in the ſame condition with the beſt and pureſt 

Churches, in the beſt and pureſt Times 3 it was ſo when 

the Apoſtles governed the Church , and the Spirit of 
God bid the Chriſtians, Try all things, and hold faſt 

that which is good. 

Hitherto I have proved, that Diviſfons arid Separat;- 
035 can be no- good A ent, or matter of juſt re- 
proach againſt any Church, becauſe they are incident to 
all Churches, as E have ſhewed by a ſufficient Enumera- 
tion of Particulars 3 and this will farther appear, if we 
conſider, that they may be Arguments for, as well as 
againſt a Church, and a cauſe of juſt praiſe and com- 
m-ndation of it, as well as of juſt reproach. Whenthey 
are juſt and reaſonable, then indeed they are good Ar- 
guments apainſt the Church where they ariſe, and give 
men jaſt cauſe to reproach. it 3 but when they are not 


jaſt 
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juſt-and reaſonable, but proceed from miſtake in thoſe 
that make them, or from worſe Cauſes, then they are 
good Arguments againſt the dividing Parties, ind juſt 
matter of reproach to them , but none at all to the 
Church. Wherefore it argues want of Ingenuity, or 
great weakneſs of Judgement in men, to exclaim againſt 
a Church, upon the ſcore of Diviſions and Separationg, 
before they have examined whether the Church or the 
Separatiſts are in the fault. In Reaſon and Charity this 
ought firſt to be done, before either the Church, orthe 
Separators, or both, be condemned 3 but our Adverſa- 
ries of the Roman Church, without any regard to the 
Caſe betwixt the Church of Exgland and the Difſenters, 
loudly defame her in all Places with the Diſſentions and 
Separations, and obje& to our People the y_ difficul- 
ty and uncertainty of finding out, among ſo many oppa- 
ſite Churches and Religions, which is the right, if there 
be any ſuch, and therefore exhort them to take SanQua- 
ry in that Church, which is at unity in it ſelf, and looks 
0 like the one Catholick Church. But God be praiſ- 
ed, the People of the Church of Ezgland are generally 
better inſtrufted, then to be impoſed upon with ſuch 


looſe Talk. They underſtand very well, that asSepara- 


tions from corrupt and impure Churches is a neceſſary 
duty, ſo as long as there are Devils to tempt men, there 
will alſo be —_ Separations from ſound and Catholick 
Churches, and that therefore Separations and Diviſions 
in the general, can neither make for, er againſt any 
Church. They. know very well, that Churches, like 
natural Bodies, are of different Tempers and Coanſtitu- 
tions, and that when any of them chances to undergo a 
ſeparation of Parts, the particular nature and conſticuti- 
on of it muſt be examined, before a man can ſafely con- 
clude, whether the blamable Parts went off, or remain- 
ed with the Church. In the ſeparation of Gold from 
the drofite and ſpurious Parts 3 of Wine from the Lees 3 
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of Wheat from the Chaff; and of the excrementitious 
Parts from the Chyle and Bloud, the baſe and Impure, 
and unprofitable Parts go off, and the good, and pure, 
and profitable , ſtay behind : but in. the ſeparation of 
Wheat from Tares, of Flower from the Bran, and in all 
Chymical Separations, the good, the generous, and ſpirt- 
tual Parts go'off, and the refuſe and feculent ſtay be- 
hind. I have. made ufe of this familiar Compariſon, to 
ſhew how S-parations and Diviſions in the general, can 
be no rational Argument for or againſt any Church, un- 
til it be known what kind of Body that Church was be- 
fore the Separation 3 ſound or corrupt z pureor impure; 


| Catholick or not Catholick 3 Apoſtolical or un-Apoſto- 


lical: And when this is once ſtated, then it will appear, 
whether the Diviſions and Separations which were made 
from her, make for her or againſt her. I ſay, when it 
is firſt known what kind of Church a divided Church 
was, before the beginning of the Diviſion, then it may 
be known, whether the Diviſion objected againſt it, be 
an Argument for or againſt the Trueneſs, Soundneſfs, and 
Purity of it 3 but to argue pro or coz, from Separations, | 
before this is ſtated, is but to talk at Random, which it 
doth not become men of Learning and Ingenuity to do. 
According to this Rule, the Divines of Ezglard firſt 
proved, that the Communion of the Roman Church was 
not pure and Apoſtolical, and thence juſtified the Sepa- 
ration of the Church of Ezgland from it as neceſſary ; 
and on the contrary they have proved, that the Com- 
munion of the Church of Eng/azd is pure and Apoſtoli. 
cal, and thence condemn the Separation of the Diſſenters 


 fromit as needleſs. They argue 2 prior? againſt both : 


on the one hand proving, that the Wheat went off from 
the Tares, and on the other, that the Chaft went off 
from the Wheat. But to argue # poſteriori, and in ge- 
neral againſt a Church, meerly upon the ſcore of Divi- 
{zons, before we examine the Conſtitution of the divi- 


dedi 
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ded Church, and ſtate the Cafe between her and the 
Dividers, doth b:come no men eſpecially no Church- 
men, but ſuch as having a weak Cauſe, muſt make uſe 
of popular, for want of ſound Arguments, and make the 
beſt they can of Sophiſtry, when Reaſon is not on their 
fide. 


CHAP. IE 


That bare Unity, or want of Schiſms and Diviſtons 
in Religion , are no ſound Argument of the Truth, 


Goodneſs, or Reputation of a Church. _ 


It. I Aving ſhew'd in the ſecond Chapter, That Di- 
viſions and Separations are no Argument a» 


gainſt the Trueneſs, or Reputation of any Church, I. 


proceed to ſhew in this, That bare Onity, or want of Di- 
viſtons, 1s no Argument for the Truenels, or Reputation 
of a Church ; and this [ ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate 
three ways : Firſt, By (hewing, That it.is not the Uni- 
ty, but the things in whicha Church is united, that tru- 
ly recommend and juſtifie a Church. ' Secondly, That 
Church-Unity may be the effe& of culpable Cauſes. 
And thirdly, That all Churches, true or falſe, Catho- 
lick or not Catholick, are united ir: hemſelves, and par- 
ticularly, that the Church of Ezz/ad hath more poten- 
= and- actual Union in it, then that of - the Church of 
0/88, 
Firſt then, It is not bare Ozion, but the things in 
which a Church is united, that muſt truly recommend 
and juſtifie it to the Chriſtian World, and prove it to 
be the Church of God. This is a ſelf-evident Propoſiti- 
on, which all the Churches in-the World will admit at 
firſt hearing, and the very Teſt, by which when Dif 
putes ariſe, they mult be content to. be tryed. For as 
tO» 
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to this Particular, it is juſt in Eccleſiaſtical, as it is in 


Civil Law and Government, where it is not the Union, 
but the Things or Cauſe in which men are united, that 
diſtingurſh lawful from unlawful Societies and Meetings; 


otherwiſe if bare Union and Agreement, how ſtrict ſo- 


ever, were a Sign of, or a good Argument for the true 
and Catholick Church, then Aaroz the high-Prieſt, at 
the Head of that Congregation, which worſhipped the 
golden Calf, was the ire Church of the Jews, He was 


their ſupream and lawful Paſtor, and they were very 


' unanimous in making the Calf after his direQion, and in 


building an Altar before it, and 1n offering up Burnt- 
offerings and Peace- offerings, to uſethe new phraſe, 7 
the preſence of it. They fate down to eat and drink be- 
fore it, and ſaid with one unanimous Acclamation, Theſe 
be thy Gods, O Iſrael, which bronght thee out of the Land 
of Egypt. I believe there never wasa more perfect Uni- 
on and Agreement in the Church of Rowe, then among 
the Communicants of this finful Congregation, never- 
theleſs it was no Schiſm to divide from them, becauſe 
they united in a fin. Their Union was their Crime, be- 
cauſe the obje& of it was highly criminal, and God was 
provoked to conſume them, becauſe they 2greed in a 
thing that was ſo abominable in his eyes. 

| So the Corabites were as firmly united under Corab, 
as the true Church was under Moſes and Aron. Two 
hundred Princes of the Aſſembly, with a great number 
of People, were firmly united together in a Cauſe, 
wherein they ſtuck together to the death, even till the 
Earth opened her mouth, and ſwallowed them up, and 
they went down alive into Hell. So likewiſe the ten 
Tribes were as firmly united at Bethel, as the two were 
at Hieruſalems 5 they had number as well as union to 
plead, but notwithſtanding both their number and uni- 


| ON, they were but a great Schiſm, becauſe they united 


in Innovations contrary to the will of God. - So " paſs 
rom 
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from the Jews.to the Chriſtians, there hath been at ſe- 
veral times as ſtrict an Union among Hereticks and 
Schiſmaticks, as among the Catholicks. The Novatians 
in particular were remarkable for their Concord, Unity» 
and Unanimity. So were the Arian generally alvof one 
Communion, and very unanimous againſt the Hozonuſear 
Do&rine, and yet they were but a great prevailing 
Schiſm when they were at the higheſt, and had almoſt 
gained the whole Chriſtian World. 
From theſe Examples it is plain, that in paſſing judge- 
ment upon Churches, we are not to look at the Union, 
ſo much as the Cauſe in which they areunited. We are 
to conſider if their DoQrine and Diſcipline be Apoſtoli- 
cal, and their terms of Communion truly Catholick, 
and if they be ſo, then their Union in them is holy and 
laudable, and ſuch as makes them true Churches of God. 
A concurrence of theſe things, is the _ , : "= 
genuine badge of a * truly Catho- gy! 6 "ot frninmtbane 
lick and yy gm Church, and if vid ders ſuum me 
thoſe of the van Communion, mu > PORArIores FU enzque quoti ae 3n "4 
would have us admire their Union, ranes,non ary ine —— hs 
and be made Converts by it, they pro conſanguinitare doftrinz, Terrull, 
mult firſt make it appear to us that ©7477" Herd: 
they are united in theſe things. Otherwife their Unity, 
inſtead of being an Argument for their Church, is a 
ſtrong Argument againſt it, to prove that it is but a Con- 
ſpiracy, and an over-grown Schiſm, from the one Catho- 
lick and Apoſtolical Church. | 
But ſecondly, Church-unity may be the effect of cul- 
pable Cauſes 3 and by culpable Cauſes, I mean, only 
fuch as in a great meaſure make the embracing of any 
Religion, an 7»ſportareows, or unwilling ation * and 
theſe are only two, Ignorance and Compullion, when 
men either are of a Religion, which they would not be 
of, if they knew the faults of it, or when knowing the. 
faults of it,they would certainly forſake it, were they not 
under force,but left to their own free choice, _ Firſt 
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Firſt -then, Church-unity may be the effect of Tgno- 
Tance, which was one great cauſe of the Unity and A- 
greement of almoſt all Mankind in Paganiſm : and there- 
fore the ignorance of the Gentiles, 1s called darkzeſs in the 
New Teſtament 3 as where our Lord is compared to the 
Day-ſpring, or. Sun-riſing, which gave light to them 
that fate in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death. So 
the Apoſtle of the Gentiles told them, It was their duty 
to ſhew forth the Praiſes of him, who had called then 
out of darkneſs into his marvellous light; and truly their 
ſpiritual darkneſs was ſo- great, that God did in ſome 
meaſure excuſe their groſs error, in thinking that the 
Godhead could be like unto Gold, or Silver, or Stone, 
graven by Art, or man's device. Tho men, who were 
the Off- ſpring of God, ought not to have had ſuch un- 
worthy and abſurd Idza's of him, yet, as the Apoſtle 
told the Athenians, The times of their former ignorance 
God winked at, but then commanded all the Geztzles 
every where at their utmoſt peril to repent. 

There never was a more (tri& and general Union 
among the Jews, or Chriſtians, then there was among 
the Greeks For Paganiſm was become the Catholick 
Religion, or Superſtition, (as Catholick ſignifies univer- 
ſal ) and was ſpread far and wide upon the Earth 3 and 
yet, as the Apologetical Writers replied to the Greeks, 
when they argued from the extent of their Religion, 
and the conſent of. Mankind in it, their great agreement 
in Idolatry was the effect of their Ignorance; as plainly 
appeared from the preaching of the Goſpel, upon which 
they forſook thoſe dumb Idols unto which they were 
carried, even as they were led, and turned from their 
former Vanities and Superſtition unto the living God. 
They worſhipped the Gods, and obſerved their impure 
Rites, becauſe they knew no better; but when their 
Underſtandings came to be well informed, then they 


made a new and manly choice, ſuch as proceeded from 
” IE all 
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all the Principles of humane Adions, and plainly ſhew- 
ed, that Ignorance had hitherto been the Mother of 
their Idol-devotion, and by confequence, that the choice 
of their former Religion wanted a ſufficient meaſure of 
knowledge, to make it a rational and truly willing 
choice. | 

I wiſh thoſe who pride themſelves ſo much in the U.- 
nity of the Rowan Catholicks, would conſider, how far 
the Sons and Daughters of the Church of England, may 
uſe this Plea in their own defence, againſt their ſo much 
celebrated Union. It is certain, that upon the Preach. 
ing and Writing of the Reformers, People came off in 
ſhoals from the Church of Rome, in all Places where the 
Reformation was taught. Whole Kingdoms revolted 
- as one man, to the aſtoniſhment of the Beholders on both 
fides; and, I believe, no one man in the World, St. 
Paul excepted, ever made ſo many Profelytes, as Lu- 
ther, the Protevangeliſt of the Reformation in Germany, 
did 3 which is no ſmall preſumption, that their former 
adheſion to the Rowan Communion, was the effect of 
involuntary Ignorance, which is not conſiſtent with a 
truly free and rational choice. I am the more confirm- 
ed in this opinion, when conſider, that in Countreys, 
where there is the free exerciſe of both Religions, the 
number of Proſelytes from the Rowan Religion to the 
Reformed, is daily much greater, then from the Reform- 
ed to the Roman ; particularly in France, notwithſtand- 
ing all the progreſſive Diſcouragements, which came 
like Wave after Wave upon the Proteſtants, for every 
Proſelyte Popery got from the Reformed Church, it 
perhaps gained ten from Popery, while it was lawful 
for it to receive Converts ; and I appeal to the Conſci- 
ences of the KR. Cs. whether in all likelihood there would 
not ſoon be as many Proteſtants in 1taly or Spain, as 
there were- in France, if there were allowed the like 


meaſure of Knowledge and Liberty in thoſe Kingdoms, 
H as 
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as there was in this. Let the Spaniards and Italians 
have but the free uſe of the Scriptures, which is their 
Chriſtian Birth-right 5 give them but the Tranſlations 
which Cypriar de Valera made of the Bible in one Lan- 


* He was Abbat of the Monaſtery of 
S- Michael de Lemo, of the Order of Sr. 
B:zedift,and his Tranſlation of the Bible 
in 1talian was Printed in the year 1477+ 
when Sixtus Quartits was Pope. | 


+ He tranſlated the New Teſtament 


from the Original into 1talzan,and it was 
Printed at Antwerp in 1538.and dedica- 
' ted to St, Hercules Conzaga, Cardinal of 
Mantua,and the Dedication or Preface 1s 
almoſt nothing elſe buta Pagegyrick of 
the Scriptures; bur this and all his ocher 
Works. were prohibited 1n that Index of 
prohibited Books, which P. P. Vergerzus 
put forth with Annotations, and which 
was the firſt of that kind. 


guage, and * Nicolaus de Malbermis, 
and + Antonio Brucioli, both their 
own men, made 1n the other, before 
the Reformation 5 and if upon the 
free uſe of thele Bibles , and the 
Preaching of ſuch men as Cypriaz, 
and Savazerola, and allowance to 
their Biſhops,to a& according to the 
Powers of their Apoſtolical Fun&i- 
on, there do not ariſe a ſudden and 
mighty Epiſcopal Reformation in 
both thoſe Kingdoms, then I would 
acknowledge, that the Unity in the 
Roman Church is perfe&ly Apoſto- 


lical, and that the ſeceſſion of ours from the Church of 
Rome, 15an Apoltaſie from the one Catholick Church. 


f Sleidan. Commentar.l.15 it 41.1543- 


* Sleidan.Comment. l.21. in At1548. 
miſt. Council of Trent,l.2. Meum etiam 
Germanum fratrem Baptiſkam Vergerium 
Pole Epiſcopum ob Paraphrafin 3n Pſalmum 
119. ſcriptum condemnant. P.P, Vergerius 
Annote in Catai.. Herett. p.-263» 


It 1s very well known, what || Her- 
man, Archbiſhopof Colen, Duditiag, 
Biſhop of Five Churches, and the 
two * Vergerii, Brothers of immortal 
memory, not to mention other Bi- 
ſhops, did-in the Time of the Refor- 
mation 3 nay, Poſterity knows very 


well, how far the Span Biſhops in the Council of 
+Hift, Council - Trert, maintained the divine Right of Coilbonacy! 


of Trent, 1.7. 


in ſpight of the Legates, and that Biſhops derived their 


Authority immediately from Jeſus Chriſt, and not from 
the Pope. And no-man that is acquainted with Hiſto- 
ry, can doubt, that if the Biſhops of the Rowan Com- 
munion might maintain this Doctrine ſafely, they would 
maintain it freely and openly, and ſo wreſt the Keys out 


of the Pope's hand, 


They would, if they durſt, let his 
Hor 
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Holineſs _— that > Bo his : _ ; F 
* Ff elows,andCo eores,andco-D07 oÞs, Non eſt n0 14 Romanz Dae, non t 
is St. Cyprian called Pope Stephen 5 (gts noi rome Wa: fla 
but they are quiet - and peaceable, e/,nulz jt. Frater noſter ille eſtyCollega,tr 
becauſe they are under Compullion: [hou mien MG 
By which I underſtand, ſuch a migh- 2 profectionis. $. 13: [ 
ty degree of penal Force and Vio- -+ 
lence, as ordinarily ſpezking, will compel men to com- 
ply with corrupt Churches, againſt the DifQates of their 
own Underſtandings 3 as extremity of ill Weather will 
conſtrain a Maſter of a Ship, with great relucance, to 
caſt his Cargo over-Board, to ſave his own life, and the 
lives of his men. And when ſuch great Exigences force 
men to do any thing, which otherwiſe they would not 
do, they arefaid to do it unwillingly, and toaGt againſt 
their Judgements, and Inclinations 3 and particularly, 
when for fear of r#ining and exterminating Penalties, 
which , humanely ſpeaking , are intolerable, men con- 
form to any Religion, which otherwiſe they would diſ- 
own 3 tho' as tooutward Conformity, and Communion, 
they areof it, yet they are not for it in their hearts. I 
confeſs, men ought to endure any thing, rather then 
conform to any Religion, which they believe to be falſe, 
or ſubſcribe to any Confeſſion, which they believe not 
to be true; but yet we ſee the frailty of humane Nature 
is ſuch, that extream Severity will make them comply, 
againſt their wills, with a Religion they certamly know, 
and firmly believe to be falſe. Thus P/2to, for fear of 
the Fate of his Maſter Socrates, continued in the profeſ- 
fion of Polytheiſm, againſt the Difates of his own Con- 
ſcience. He knew there was but one true God, the 
Creator of all things, but he durſt not ſtand up for him, 
but, ſore againſt his will, frequented the Temples of 
the falſe Gods. So tho' Czcero knew the Vanity of the 
Popular Gods, as he called them, in oppoſition. to the one 
great God, yet he went to their Temples with the Peo- 
- H 2 | ple, 
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ple, and ſaid, That their Anceſtors Religion was never- 


theleſs to.be had in Reverence, and retained, Rejpybl;- 
c& grati4; that is in effe&t ro ſay, A man ought not to 


diſſent from it, for fear he ſhould loſe his Skin. 


' * cym iran regs metuunt, cum non dig- 
xantur pro Chriſto filio Dei exilium perpets 


& ſuſcipiunt quod ut impium damnaverant. 
Egiſcopi plus jram regis terrens ti- 


mMucrunt, quam Chriſtum verum Deum, &. 


ſempiternum regen. 


+ Sed & ipſe Offus accerſitus ad Con- 
fantium regem, miniſq; perterritus, & me- 
tutns ue ſenex & dives exilium pateretur, 
dat manus impietati, & poſt tot annospre- 
waricatur in fidem. » Libell. precum. 


[| Socrat. H. E. 1.4. co 15,16, 17- 


reſcindunt quod pie vindicaverant, 


So the 
* Catholick Biſhops, in the Time 
of the Arian Controverſie , for 
fear condemned the Faith, againſt 
their own Conſciences, which they 
had publickly aſſerted before ; Even 
good old + O{#4, who had fo long. 
ſtood Champion for the Catholick 
Faith, fearing the Diſpleaſure of the 
Emperor, did ſet his Hand to the 
Arian Confeſſion 3 and in theReign 
of Valentinian, when the || Catho- 
licks were fo contumeliouſly uſed 
by the Ariars, and were afflicted 


with moſt inſufferable Evils, they turned Ariers apace, 
to avoid the violence of the Perſecution, tho' they ought 
to have endured it to the end. When Complaints Ig- 
nified nothing, but to end in the ruine of the Complain- 
ers, and the moſt eminent of the orthodox Clergywere 
burnt alive, for preſenting a Petition to the Emperor, 
then all the World almoſt became Arian on the ſudden, 
and was externally united in the Ariaz Faith. But as he 
1s not a Jew which 1s one outward]y,neither is that Cir- 


'cumciſion which isoutward in the fleſh, ſo in this forced 


Conformity, all were nbt Arias that ſeemed to be Ari- 
ans , but many were ſo in external Communion, who 
hated Arianiſm in their hearts. And the like ſucceſs thar 
the Arians had againſt the Catholicks, by methods'of 
Severity, have ſome * ſevere Popes 


*' Fo enzm noſtris temporibus redafta-res 
& ut Ecclefraſtice. contreverſie, xon Theolo- . 
gisamplius, non Concilits ſed tortoribus,.ſed 
carnificabus,ſed ſicariis,ſed ſanguinariis,led 
parricadis defendende Rome,ant Roma com- 
Mittantur. Anton, de Dominis in Conflio. 


and Princes had agzinſt thoſe, that 
have divided, or attempted to di- 
vide the Romaz Church , which 
made Cardinal Sodeinxs tell Adriare 

| + the. 
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ws 


+ the 6th, That the beſt way of rooting out Hereticks t fiſt. Council 


was bv Crnſa:ios, and by exctting Princes and People to 
root tim out 3 a4 to that ed he bid him remember, 
that by theſe means [anocert the 3d. and his Succeſlors, 
happily ſubdued the Abigenſes of Languedor, the Wal- 
denſes, Picards, poor men of Lyons, Arnoldiſts, Speroniſts, 
and Pit wines, of whom there remained nothing but 
the very Names. And it ſhould | 


TeRt, b. Is 


ſeem that Pope || Pay! the 3d. was ., | 7 P: Verius in Seerit.Pont, Att.2, 
Tamen ſcio cum Paulus 111. ante paucos annos 


of that Cardinal's opinion, who In literas graviſſimas (Breve appellamus) -a4 


a Brief to the Emperor Charles the Cefarem & Rom. Regem dediſſet in quibus 
erat ſcyiptum, illos conſultins eſſe fatturos, 


5 th. and his Brother Ferdinand, fs bello contra Turcas omiſſo, bellum adorng< 
King of the Romans , tells them, rent contra Lutheranos, quippe qui eſſent 
That it were more adviſedly done, Turcis ipſis longe pernicioſuares, &# deterio« 


Yes, Ss 


if they would clap up a Peace with | 
the Turks, and bend all their Force againſt the Lythe- 
' rans, who were far worſe, and more pernicious than the 


very Turks. * So Panl the 4th. importuned the Kings of * vin. Councit 
France, and Spain, to ſettle the Inquiſition in their Do- 7. 5: 


minions, as the only means to.extirpate Herefies ; and at 
his Death, he recommended nothing to-the Cardinals, 
but the Office of the holy Inquiſition, which, he ſaid, 
was the only Expedient to preſerve the Church, exhort- 
ing ther to employ all their Endeavours to get it eſta- 
bliſhed in Italy, and whereſoever elfe they could. He 
uſed to ſay, It was the principal Secret, and Myſtery of 
the Papacy; but whether it were fo or no, It cannot be. 
denied, but that the Union of the Romxzx Church is in 
a great meaſure beholding to it, where'it. is moſt entire. 


+ After the Death of that Pope, Philip the 2d. King of +14. 1.4. 


Spain, rooted out Lutheraniſm, which had taken happy 
Root in that Kingdom, by extream Severity. - He no 


= 


ſooner arrived from Flanders at-Sevil, on the 24th. day 14. !. 5. 


of September, 1559. but he cauſed Johannes. Ponting, 
Count of Bazleno, with a Preacher, and ſome others of 


the Colledge of St. [ſidore, where the Religion was en-- 


tred,. 
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tred, together with ſome Ladies of Quality, in all 13 ' 
Perſons, to be burnt for Lutherans ; as alſo the Statue 
of Conſtantinus Pontius, Confeſlor to his Father Charles, 
who ſerved him in his Retirement, and held bim in his 
Arms when he expired. Afterwards, at Va/adolid, he 
cauſed 28 of the prime Nobility of the Countrey to be 
burned in his preſence. The Spaniards, eſpecially the 
Nobility, had at that time a great averſion to the See 
. of Rome ;, but this extream Severity of Philip made them 
conceal their inward Reſentments, and every ore, who 
knows that piece of Hiſtory , muſt confeſs, . that the 
Church of Rowe 1s obliged for its Unity in Spain to the 
memory of that Prince, andthe continuance of the In- 
quiſition from his Time till now. The Hereſie, as 'tis 
miſ-called, was rooted out of the Low.Countreys, by the 
deſtruction of 50000 Perſons: And we know by what 
Methods it hath been fince extirpated in other Places, 
where thouſands of Souls, who would have counted 
Death a mercy, have been brought to ſubſcribe a Con- 
feſſion, contrary to their former Religion which they ' 
Fill believe in their hearts. P. P. Vergerizs faith, That 
| | in that Age, (the Age of the Refor- 
* Quantus oft numerus nofira __ = mation *,) almoſt 100000 Souls had 
mach nu, qu monigrcrun tee rl een put to death, ſor refuling Com 
& {ernt etiamnum martyria ? Qui jam mi» MUNION with the Rowan Church, 
grirunt ad dominum deun nofirom pr 45 beſides thoſe that were condemned 
OOTY to Priſons, Gallies, and Baniſhment. + 
vores eireiter 1 $000 exalum, Fay o_— And theſe Inſtances are enough, 
parity ddiriporonibus ddeieamiet, yjjchout any more, to make it ap- 
Annot. in Catalog. Heret. pear, That the Unity of the Roar 
Church, is in great part the effe& of : 
Force and Compulfion, which much diminiſhes the Re- 
putation of it, and might prevail with our Neighbours 
of the Rowan Communion, if they conſidered it aright, 
not to admire it, and talk of it ſo much, and ring us in 
the Ears with it in all Places, as if it came not at all from 
Vio- 
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Violence, but altogether by Inſpiration from the Spirit 
of God. | | h 

But in the laſt place, Bare Unity, or want of Diviti- 
ons, is ſo far from being an Argument for the Truenels, 
or Honour of any Church, that it is a common Afﬀecion 
which belongs to all Churches, true or falſe, good or 
bad, Ciatholick or un-Catholick, ſmall or great, as they 
are Socicties of men ; and beſides, the Church of Ezg- 
land hath more Union, both potential and aQual 1n it, 
then the Church of Rove. To prove the firſt Part of 
this Afſertion, we need but remember, That it 1s Union 
and Apreement under certain Laws and Rules of Go- 
vernment, which makes all Societies among Men and 
Angels, and wicked Societies are many times as well 
formed, -and as firmly united, as the pure, the holy, and 
the good. Lucifer and his angels are a Guild, or Col- 
ledge of Spirits, as well as Michael and his, and are un- 
der a political economy of the ſame nature 3 and he 
that underſtood: it very well, faid, That Satanwas not 
divided againſt Satan, becauſe if he were, his kingdom 
could not ſtand. But it hath ſtood firm and undivided, 
ever ſince it was firſt formed, before the ſenſible Creati- 
on, it was never yet ſhaken with inteſtine Diviſions, 
there was never two or three oppoſite Soveraigns at one 
time 1n that curſed Hierarchy, nor two or three Pre- 
tenders to the Chair of Lycifer : And therefore, .I hope, 


bare Unity, or want of Diviſions, will never hereafter 


paſs among conſidering men, for a mark of a truly Ca- 
tholick Church. And as it is among Spirits, ſo *tis a- 
mong men : The worſt Fraternities have ſometimes the 
firmeſt Union ; as we of this Nation very well remem- 
ber the Time, when thoſe of the great Rebellion boaſt- 
ed, that Ged had united the Hearts of his People in his 
Cauſe as one Man 3. nevertheleſs thoſe pretended People 
of God, whoſe Hearts and Hands were fo united, that 
we could not break their Bonds of Union aſunder, were 

no 
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no better" then a Band of Rebels, and their Cauſe down- 
right Rebellion againſt God, and the beſt of Princes, tho' 
they ated in it asif they had been all informed with one 
common Soul. The like hath often happened in Eccle- 
Gaſtical Societies : The Samaritans, who had neither 
Sadduces, nor Phariſees, nor Eſſenes, nor Herodians, nor 
Cabaliſts, nor Carraites, among them, for that Reaſon 
had a firmer Union among themſelves, then the Church 
of the Fews had, and yet they were not the true Church. 
So among the ancient Chriſtians, the Novatians lived in 
perfe& Peace and Unity among themſelves, when there 
were many Feuds and Contentions among the Catho- 
licks: Which ſhews, that bare Unity is not a good Te/# 
whezeby to try Churches ; or if it were, I am confident, 
the Church of Ezg/and, upon a fair tryal, would carry 
the Garland from the Romar, and appear to be the more 
Catholick Church. 

Could there be found any fit and indifferent Judge 
between them, I durſt, as far as I am coneerned, put 
the merit of the Controverſie between us and the KR. Cy. 
upon this ſingle point of Union, and would engage to 
render my felf a Proſelyte, if their Church carried the 
Cauſe. Perhaps they may think this a very bold Chal- 
lenge, becauſe of the great number of SeQaries that have 
gone out from us 3 but then they are to conſider, that 
asthe Proteſtants, which in ſeveral Partsof Europe, un- 
der ſeveral Denominations, have gone out. from them, 
are now nothing unto them, ſo neither are the Congre- 
gational Se&s, which went off from us, any thing, or of 
any account to us: But take our Church, and theirs, as 


they are preciſely in themſelves, without any regard to 


their reſpeive Separations, and I am very confident, 
for all their boaſtings of Union, that the Church of 
England will be found to have both more potential and 
actual Union in it, then the Church of Rowe. For firſt, 
as to potential Union, however the Church of _ Is 

aCtu- 
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actually united, it hath the ſeeds of Diviſion in its Bow- 

els 3 and as Rebeckah once had different Nations, ſo has 

ſhe different Churches ſtruggling in her Womb. The 

Principle of the Pope's Supremacy, is it ſelf ſufficient, 

| were there no more, to cauſe continual Feuds and Fa- 

ions in the Popedom; "and *.N;- : | 

les, Biſhop of t heſſlonics, did moſt 7, T9 i exe Taft, br cn 

Judiciou fly aſlign it, for the cauſe of þe ad calcem Salmaſti de primaty Papes 

_ all theDivitions that then tore the | 

Catholick Church into pieces, the Biſhops of Chriſten- 

dom not being able to endure the Uſurpation, nor other 

Churches, contrary to their fundamental Liberty, to be 

Subjefts to the Roman Church. The exerciſe of this 

uſurped Power of the Pope's, being the ſupream ordina- 

ry 'of the Univerſal Church, is that, which makes the 

Roman Biſhops themſelves ſigh and murmur in private, 

and ſay with Spalatenſis, where they can fay it ſafely, 

Frater noſter ille eſt, Collega, &» Coepiſcopms nobiſcum 3 

and however they conceal their Reſentments , as the 

Spaniſh Prelates did before the Council of Trext, yet they 

are willing, npon the firſt opportunity, to aſſert their 

Apoſtolical Equality, and like the. Ezglif Prelates, at 

the time of the Reformation, will be glad when they 

can do it with a proſpe@ of ſucceſs, to caſt off the Yoke, 

which makes Chriſtendom groan, and which neither 

they nor their Predeceſſors were able to bear. Let but 

Chriſtian Princes ſay the word, and then we ſhall ſee 

what the Biſhops will do ; or let there be but afree and 

general Council indeed, and then let us ſee if the Pope 

ſhall not be told in both ears, That the Church Univer- 

fal isa great Colledge, and the Government oft Ariſto- 

cratical 3 that the Epiſcopat is one, but that it is divi- 

ded among all Biſhops, whereof every one hath his ſhare 

that the Apoſtles received <qual Power and Authority 

from the ſame Mafter 3 that the Biſhops were their Suc- 

ceſlors, and that the other __ receive their Autho- 
rity 


* Ge jceolon eac pican þac 
eopne haver pynban þa zfeepan 
havay zpcep pum havbum. and 
ur þa nyjcan. telice þa bycopay 
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rity no more from the Succeſlor of St. Peter, then he 


'doth from them, but that all receive it alike from Jeſas 


Chriſe, When it ſhall be ſafe, the Biſhops of the Rowear 
Church will talk and write as much to this purpoſe, as 
ever the Erzgliſh Divines did, who in afſerting this Do- 
arine, follow the Example of their Anceſtors before the 
Reformation ; I mean, the Saxon Biſhops, one of whom 
tn his Advice to his Clergy, ſpeaks 
thus : * Te ought to know, that your 
Order 3s next after,and next to ours ; 


for as the Biſhops are in the place and 


rYnean onZeppixle papa Apor- ſtead of the £poſtles , over the holy 
tola on þzpe baligþa xerom- Church, ſo are the Pri:ſts in the place 
nunze: 7paTynban þa mzyre ppe- of #he Diſciples. The Biſhops are of 
ojcaf on pam geppuxle cpircer #he Order of Aaron, and the Prieſts 


pþegna. þa B gc:opar Aanoner. aye the Order of his Sons. 
and þa mzxre Pppeojrar pone 


has hix yuna. Spelm. . Concil.. 
20]. 1. p. 556. 


This Doctrine, in all likelihood, 
w1ll one day revive againſt the So- 
veraign Pontif ; for the Spirit of the Archbiſhop of Gra- 
nata will for ever. be upon the learned Prelates, who 
like Elaſtick Bodies under preſſure, are under a conſtant 
inclination to recover their liberty, and will recover it, 
as ſoon as they can. | 

The next dividing Principle in the Church of Rome is, 
The Dodrine of Tranſubſtantiation, which is a DodQrine 
more full of ContradiQions, then perhaps any other, 
which Men or Angels can mvent. It is contraryto all 


the Senſes and Reaſon of Man 3 tothe plain and obvious 


ſenſe of thoſe very words upon which it is grounded ; to 
the Belich.of the ancient Catholick Church 3 to the Prin. 


_ ciples of a)moſt all Sciences : It multiplies the hypoſtati- 


cal Union ; it makes Chriſt to have offered up himſelf 
a propitiatory Sacrifice, before he was offered upon the 
Croſs : In a word, the ContradiQions involved init, are 
almoſt znnumerable , by which it equally choaks the 

_ 
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learned and unlearned 5 and as it hath. made, fo it will 
for ever make Diſſenters in great abundance, and no 
man, nor any Church, canever want a juſt pretence of 
dividing from the Church of Rowe, as long as it is an 
Article of her Faith. Theſe two Principles, without 
naming any more, naturally tend to making of Diviſions 
after Divifions among them, notwithſtanding all the 
aQtual Union of which they boaſt. But the Church of 
Ezgland hath no ſuch dividing Principles, theoretical 
or practical, in her Conſtitution 3 nothing is required 
to Communion with her, but what 1s primitive and A- 
poſtolical, and how - much fſoever ſhe hath been, or is 
broken, and divided, yet her Communion is truly Ca- 
tholick, and tends to Peace and Coaleſcence, and even 
now her Wounds are cloſing apace, and ready to heal 
of themſelves. | 
And as the Church of England hath more potential 
Unjon 1n her, then that of Rowe, ſo hath ſhe more a&tu- 
al Union too 3 for her Clergy and People have no ſuch 
fierce and bitter Contentions among them, as there are 
betwixt the Iriſþ Remozſtrants and Anti-Remonſtrants, 
the Moliniſts and Janſeniſts, as well as Thowvifts, and 
Scotiſts, and Jeſuites, ſome of which oppoſite Parties 
will not communicate with one another. And as for 
the Difference among them, concerning the Judge of 
Controverſies, and whether the Pope be ſubje& or ſu- 
perior to a general Council, it tends naturally, and by 
due rational confequence, to the diffolution of their 
Communion 3 and who: knows but we. may live to ſee 
the Comedy of Baſil afted over again, and one part of 
the Roman Church declaring for a general Council, and 
the other for the Pope. | 
Nay I may fay, that at this preſent the Clergy of the 
Church of Ezgland have been, and are united, to Ad- 
miration and Envy, and better then the Clergy often 
happened to be in the ancient Catholick Church Had 
_ our 
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10 ns ever ſuch Broils among them, as happened 
betwixt the Biſhops of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Chur- 
ches, about no greater a Matter, then the keeping of 
Eaſter 2 And between Cpyrian, and Dionyſus, and Fir- 
zilian, three Metropolitans, 'and their Adherents onthe 
one ſide, and the Biſhop of Rowe, and his, on the other, 
about re-Baptization, when they made no bones of - 

4 (9 (pate * taxing the Pope with Inhumanity, Inſolence and Fol- 
Eo. Stiphani in ly 2 Or had we ever reaſon to take up that Complaint 
2 64 edit. againſt them, which + Enſebizs made againſt the Biſhops 
9ce [4.73 of the Catholick Church, before the Dioclſian Perſecu- 
| tion, That they were, as it were, at Waramong them- 
ſelves, and wounded one another with words, as with 
Darts and Spears, nay, that they daſhed and ſplit like 
capital Veſſels one upon another, ſtriving for prehemi- 
nence, and enlarging the bounds of their Dioceſles, 
which cauſed great Faftionsamong the People ? Or, to 
deſcend to more particular Iaftances, Was there: ever 
ſucha tragical Quarrel between any of our Archbiſhops, 
or Biſhops, ſince the Reformation, as happened between 
Theophilus, Patriarch of Alexandria, and John Chryſoſtom, 
Patriarch of Conſtantinople £ Epiphanizs,who ſided with 
q S5crat, 1. 6. Theophilus,and Chryſoſtonr, || curſed one another, * much 


£:14- | , 6 Bloud was ſhed on both ſides, and the Cathedral Church 
ap uy #** of Conſtantinople, with the Senate-houſe, were burnt in 


Sozom.l.8c.21- the Quarrel down to the ground. Sozomer protelts, 
he was aſhamed to-tell many things which happened in 
this Quarrel, leſt Infidels ſhould come to the knowledge 

"59! Wu of them and faith 4+ Bzroni#s, going to tell the.Stor y 

31, 42% * of it ; I ſhall now deſcribe a curled Perſecution, not of 
Pagans againſt Chriſtians, or of Hereticks againſt Catho- 
licks, or of wicked againſt good men, but, what is mon- 
ſtrous and prodigious, of Saints and holy men, one a- 
gain(t another. 

To proceed, Did the Biſhops of England, fince the 
Reformation, ever accuſe one another in written Libels 
be- 
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before the King, as the * Biſhops in the Niceve Council * Sovn. . r. 
did before the Emperor ? Or is there now any occaſion © '7 

of uſing againſt them the words, which'+ Nazianzen + Vit. Nazianz. 
ſpoke 1n a Council of Conſtantizople, which went about Ps QI | 
to depoſe him: Ut is a ſhame, my felow- Paſtors of Chriſt's «:;:s Parip | 
Flock, and not befitting you, to fall to war among your 153% } 
ſelves, while you are to teach others peace, and perſwade 
them to live in unity. To conclude, How many ſuch 
ſharp Contentions have happened among our Biſhops, as 
we read happened between Payl and Barnabas, AFs 15. 
39. and between Paul and Peter, Gal, 2, 11. where we 
read, that becauſe Pcter was to be blamed, he withſtood 
him to his very face. Had the Clergy, and People of 
our Communion, been long or often exerciſed by ſuch 
Broils as theſe, the R. Cs. would. have had a fair pre- 
tence to reproach us with want of Unity ; bnt the God 
of Union be praiſed for it, we have no ſuch Feuds and 
Contentions among us, but quite contrary, are as faſt 
cemented among our ſclves in Loveand Union, as [ be- 
lieve any Church of the like extent ever was in the 
World. - 


CHAP. IV. 


An Enquiry into the True Canſes of Schiſms and Di- 
viſions. | 


Aving ſhewed from ſeveral Arguments in the 
foregoing Chapter, That bare Unity, or wane 

of Diviſions, is no Argument for the Trueneſs or Repu- 
tation of a Church, I (hall, for the farther advantage of 
. my Plea, proceed in this, ro make enquiry into the 
Cauſes of Diviſions and Schiſms, and more particularly, 
into the Cauſes of theſe in Ezgland, with which the Chri- 
ſtians of the Roxeau Communion are pleaſed fo to up- 
braid our Church, YT. Now 
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Now in'this enquiry into the Cauſes of Diviſions and 
Schiſms, I ſhou}d very much forget both the ancient Jew- 
iſh and Ckriltian Theology, if I did not in the firſt place 
pame the Devil, by whom we are not to underſtand 
any ſingle evil Spirit, but the whole ſociety of apoſtate 
Angels, who are moſt malicious and implacable Ene- 
mics of God, and of Man for God's ſake, and of the 
Church, above all other Societies of Men. This Do- 
Qrine we have not only from the Scriptures of the Old 
and N:v, Teſtament, but from the moſt ancient primi- 
tive Cariſtian Writers, who, as it were, with one voice, 


aſcribe unto the Devil, Idolatry, Perſecution, Herefje 


an”: Schiſm. He is meant by the Enemy in our Saviour's 
Pa: able, who took his opportunity while men ſlept, to 
ſowe Tares in the Field of the Church : And according- 
ly St. Paul,” who was not ignorant of his devices, calls 
Herefies the doQrines of Devils, 1 Ti. 4. 1. faith he, 
The Spirit ſpeaketh expreſly, that in the latter days ſome 
ſhall depart from the truth, giving heed to ſeducing ſpi- 
rits, and doCtrines of Devils: And in Epheſ. 6. 12. faith 
he, Put on'the whole armour of God, that ye may be 
able to ſtand againſt the wiles of the Devil, for we wre- 
{tle not againſt fleſh and bloud, but againſt principali- 
ties and powers, againſt the rulers of the darkneſs of 
this world, againſt ſpiritual wickedneſles, or wicked 
ſpirits in high places. All theſe are ſeveral expreſſions 
for that ſociety of apoſtate Spirits, which make up the 
kingdom of darkneſs ; as is plain from the 1/7. and 24. 
Verſes of the 11th, Chapter of the ſame Epiſtle, where 
he ſaith, Te were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, wherein you 
walked according to the courſe of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air, the ſpirit that now work- 


 ethin the-cchildren of diſobedicnce, who cannot be per- 


ſ{waded to believe the Goſpel, Wherefore the Com- 
bates, for which Chriſtians are to fortifie themſelves, are 


not only againft humane Enemies, but the _ 4 
ark- 
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darkneſs, the whole ſociety of Devils, who were the 
Gods of the Gentile World. They are always plotting 
and contriving againſt the Church, and when they can- 
not hurt it with [dolatry, Polytheiſm, or Perſecutions, 
then they ſtrive toget Altar ſet up againſt Altar in it, and 
diſtra@ it with Herefie and Schiſm. Accordingly St. /z- 
natizs in his Ep. to the Epheſians, calls Hereſies and fa)te 
Dodrines, Herbs, or Plants of the Devils planting 3 and 
tells them in the ſame Epiſtle, That to meet often toge- 
ther, and receive the holy Euchariſt in peace and con- 
cord, was the only way to weaken the powers of Satan, 
and prevent the ruine and deſtruction he would other- 
wiſe bring upon them by Diviſion; and to convince 


them how malicious and vigilant an enemy he 1s to the 


Church, he tells them, That there were three Myſteries 


of the Chriſtian Religion which were kept from his. 


knowledge, The Virginity of Mary, her bringing forth, 
(or the Nativity of ber Son )_ and the Death of our Lord, 


Had Satan come to the knowledge of theſe Myſteries, 


unleſs God had chained him and his evil angels up, they 
would have madeill uſe of them againſt the great delign 
of man's Redemption 3 and accordingly many learned 
men have given this for one Reaſon of the obſcurity of 
the Prophecies, and why God was pleaſed fo artificially 


to conceal many things in them, leſt Satan coming to: 


the knowledge of them, ſhould endeavour to prevent 
or obſtru& the fulfilling of them, or enervate the cer- 
tainty and demonſtration of them, after they were ful- 
filled. Thus Juſtiz Martyr in his firſt, commonly called. 
the ſecond Apology, obſerves, That he did before-hand: 
to the beſt of his skill, teach and inſtitute many things 
among the Pagans, which had fome ſemblance with the 
future Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion, that ſo when 
they came to paſs, they might not ſeem ſuch divine and 


wonderful Myſteries, as indeed they are. The like ig, 7% 4:77: 
ferapt. Herts 


obſerved by * Teriulian aftes him, and. made out by ma- 
| ny 


* P. 403. 
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ny particular Inſtances, to which I remit the curiou 
Reader, which ſhews, That he bath a great and ative 
ſpite againſt the Church of God,, more eſpecially againſt 
ſuch parts of it as are pure in Doftrine or Worſhip, to 
ſow Hereſies and Schiſms among them, and divide the 


- unity of their Communion : And theretore the fame Set, 


Ioratizs, in his Ep. to the Traleſtans, bids them beware 
of Separations and Diviſions, as of the Snares ot the De- 
vil; and in his Ep. to the Philadeſphians, he prays them 
in his wonted phraſe, to abſtain from«he evil Herbs, 
which Chriſt never cultivated, becauſe they were nor of 
his heavenly Father's planting, meaning the Weeds of 
falſe DoQrines, which Satan had ſowed among them, 
and which, he ſaith, did not only cauſe different Parties 
among them, but a perfe@ ſeparation of many from the 
Church. So Juſtin * Martyr in his Dialogue with Try- 
pho, aſcribes all the impious and blaſphemous DoQtrineg, 
which were then taught in the Name of Chriſt, to the 


Inſpirations of the unclean fpirit of the Devil 3 and ac- 


cordingly when St. Polycarp met Marcion the Heretick, 
he told him, He knew him to be the eldeſt Son of the 
Devil, as being a man who was aCted with diabolical 
Impulſe and Inſpirations 3 and Tertu{;ar, in the Book 
above-cited, faith expreſly, That the Devil is the Au- 
thor of Hereſie as well as [dolatry. The like is obſerv- 
ed by St. Cyprian and Theodoret, who aſcribe all Hereſies 
to the invention and artifice of the Devil ; and all the 
Hiſtories of Hereſies and Schiſms in Eccleſiaſtical Wri- 
ters, are (till uſhered in with prefatory Complaints of 
the Baoxairuy Awuygr, and mvyps Aaiygpr, the envious 
and wicked Devil, whoſe buſineſs hath been from the 
beginning to deceive, and mole(t the Church of God. 
Nay, the purer any Church is in Dofrine and Worſhip, 
the more, we may be ſure, he will tickle againſt it, and 
endeavour to weaken and diſgrace it by inteſtine Diviſi- 
ons, and- perſwade the dividing Parties to form them- 
ſelves into oppoſite Schiſms 8 In- 
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Indeed where-Churches are already corrupted in Do- 
arine and Worſhip, and firmly adhere to thoſe Corryp- 
tions, 'tis his intereſt to let them alone, and not to hazard 
the Reformation of them, by ſtirring up Contentions and 
Diviſions in them 3 but in Churches, where the DoQrine 
and Worſhip are kept pure and Apoſtolical, by the care 
and vigilance of the Paſtors 3 in Churches, wliere the 
Scriptures are openly taught and read, and the whole 
Worſhip of God, but more eſpecially the holy Sacra- 
ments, are duly adminiſtred by lawful Miniſters, and the 
Communion of Saints carefully maintained: In ſuch pure 
and Apoſtolical Churches as theſe, he hath noother game 
to play, but to get them, as far as he can, extirpated by 
Perſecutions 3 or where that fails, to make Mutinies, and 
Diviſions, and Schiſms in them, and ſo to weaken the 
common [Intereſt of the whole, by dividing it intoparts. 
Where he cannot unite the Members of a Churchin per- 
nicious DoCtrines and Praftices, he will labour: hard to 
diflolve them by pernicious Schiſms 3 where he cannot 
unite them againſt Truth, he will ſtrive to divide them 
. againſt Charity ; and where they will not agree, he will 
\ make them, if he can, differ to their own deſtruction : 
* And therefore conſidering him as the principal Cauſe of 
Diviſions, all that can be concluded, upon that Conſide- 
ration, againſt any particular Church, is only this, That 
the Members of it are ſubje&, like the Members of all o- 
ther Churches, to be deceived and drawn away by the 
Devil; and if upon ſpecial enquiry, itbe found, that ſhe 
is pure and Apoſtolical in her Doftrine, Worſhip, and 
Diſcipline, all that can then be concluded, is no more 
then this, That the Devil is become her particular Ene- 
my, and hath a particular ſpite againſt her, upon the ac- 
count of her Excellence and Worth. This is the worſt 
Conſequence that can be drawn from Diviſions and Se- 
parations, againſt ſuch a Church as ours, and we are wil- 
ling to admit it, we are — to acknowledge, _ 

tae 
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the Devil hates the Church of England more then many 

Churches, and, if thoſe that objec our Diviſions to us 

pleaſe, very much more then the Church of Rowe. We 

are willing tolook upon the many Herefies and Schiſms 

among us, as the eftets of his Revenge = her, for 

| the damage he hath ſuſtained by her z 

* Videns ile ele —_— e wa as * St. Cypriaz thought the Here- 
I bres,excugitaveric ook fandem,nt fies and Schiſms of his Time, were 
ſub ipſo Chriſtians nominis titulo fallat in- purpoſely invented by him, to be 


cautos: hereſes invenit & ſchiſmata,quibus "(5 hd, 
ſubverteret fidemgveritatem corrumperetſcins ole. = of the Chriſtian Religion, 


geret unitatem, Cyprian, de Unit. Eccleſe 


for deſtroying his. Worſhip among 
the Gentiles. All this we are willing 
to admitupon the Theory that ariſeth, from conſidering 
the firſt Cauſe of Diviſions and Separations, and let thoſe 
who love to reproach the Church of Ezgl/and with the 
Ezgl;/h Diviſions in Religion, make the beſt of it they 
can. | 
But then to proceed fartherin this Enquiry : Aﬀter we 
have found out the principal, we mult look after the in- 
ſtrumental Cauſes of Divifionsand Separations, and they, 
according to the Ancients, who ſpoke what they knew 
to be true by long Experience and Obfervation, were 7g- 
rorant, over-curiows, ambitions, covetows, and contentions 
mer, Theſe are the proper Inſtruments by which the De- 
vil ads, in broaching falſe Dotrines, and making Diviſi- 
ons and Separations. He is a ſagacious Spirit, and can find 
out the weak and blind fide of every man, wherehe will 
be ſure to ply him with Darts of Temptation, as a skilful 
General will be fure to attack the weakeſt part of the 
Wall, or that part of it which is leaſt defended, when he 
ftorms a Town. 

The firſt Inſtruments then by which Satan works, in 
making Schiſms and Diviſions, are ignorant men, or men 
Ignorant 1n the Scriptures, whoſe Ignorance makes them 
confident, and think they underſtand the Scriptures, 
when for want of knowing the received ſence of them, 

| they 
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they do not. This St. Chryſoſtom complains of in one of 
his Sermons : * Saith he, The ignorance of the Scriptures * #m.37. 7:5: 
15 a dangerous Precipice, and a deep Gulf of deſtruction, * *45: 
and a great betrayerof mens Salvation. It is that which 
hath brought forth Hereſfies, and which turns all things 
upſide down. So in his + Preface toSt. Pals Ep.tothe + 7. 3. p. s. 
Romans, (aith he, A thouſand Evils come from ignorance 
of the Scriptures, and the manifold ſorts of Hereſfies haye 
ſprung from thence. To thispurpoſe ſpeaks a more anci- 
ent Author in Anſwer to this Query, Why God, if be was 
able to do it, did mot root out all Errors and Hereſies, 
| Saith he, When God abrogated Judaiſm, he introduced 1 Author, 
the New inſtead of the Old Teſtament, and if all thoſe .; para 
who embrace Chriſtianity, do not agree in their Opini- #! 7:3. ad t. 
ons, but ſome belieye right, and ſome otherwiſe, this is Queſts 
not the fault of Gad, nor to be aſcribed to any defe& of 
care, or power in him, but the fault of their own careleſs- 
neſs and negligence, nor ought any man to be offended 
at the ſmall number of orthodox Chriſtians, becauſe it is 
written, That many are called, but few choſen ; and that 
ſtreight and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find it, It is obſervable, that theſe 

ancient Fathers did not lay the blame of Hereſies and 
Schiſms, __—_ free and common uſe of the Scriptures, 
but upon the careleſs and negligent reading of them, and 
to ignorant mens preſuming they underſtood them, when 
they did not : The fault was not in the Scriptures, but in 
thoſe who through ignorance abuſed them 3 the Scrip- 
tures were always common in all Churches and Langua- 
es, and [ dare fay boldly, faith * Tertul/zar, That the « 1, jr.prin. 

criptures are ſo contrived by the will of God, that they Here. $ 39. 
ſhould afford occaſion for Hereſes, becauſe 1 read that there 
mmſt be Hereſies, and Hereſies cannot be without the Scrip- 
tyres, What I have obſerved out of theſe ancient Fa- 
thers, is no more in effet then what St. Peter obſerved of 
the Epiſtles of St. Pau}, which are one great part of the 
K 2 Scrip- 
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Scriptures. Saith he, Account that the long-ſuſfering of the 
L ord is ſalvation, even as our beloved Paul alſo according to 
the wiſdom given unto him, hath written unto you, as alſo ire * 
all his Epiſtles ſpeaking in them of theſe things, in which are 
ſome things hard to be underftood, which they that are un- 
learned and unſtable wreſt, as they do alfo the other Scrip- 
tures, unto their own deſiru@ion. The Scriptures, it ſeems, 
fuffered very much by unlearned men in the Time of St. 
Peter, and yet hedid not order themto be kept from the 
People, neither in the Church of Roe, nor any other 
Churches. He knew that they were holy, true, juſt, and 
good, and were deſigned by God for publick uſe and be- 
nefit, andif ignorant men, by theinſtigation of the De- _ 
vil, and their own natural Enthuſiaſm, did miſuſe them, 
and draw falſe Do@trines from them, it was at their own 
peri], and the fault was in their own giddineſs and pre- 
fumption, and not in the Word of God: They ſhould 


> haveonly meddledwith the plain Paſſages of them, which 


contain all things neceſſary to Salvation, and not with 
thoſe which are hard tobe underſtood. No! if they had. 
had a mind to underſtand the. difficult Places of them, 
they ſhould have conſulted the Apoſtles, or thoſe whom 
the Apoftles ſet over them, about the Apoſtolical Do- 
&rine or Tradition 3 and if they did not, but, as ignorant 
men are apt to do, would precipitate themſelves into 


\ Errors, and make DoQrines to themſelves, which the 


Church never taught, that wastheir own fault, and could 
not without very much harm to Chriſtianity, ſuperſede 
the uſe of the Word of God. God in bisgreat wiſdom 
mtended it for the common Rule, or Canon of the anci- 
ent Catholick Faith ; and if unlearned men will be ſo 
head-(trong, and Enthuſiaſtical, as not to try their Con- 
ceptions by it, but it by their private Conceptions, it ne- 
vertheleſs remains a Standard and Rule, andnoleſs then 
their Souls muſt be the price for their Hereſies and 
Schiſas. The Devil underſtands this very well, and there- 


fore. 
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fore being a ſubtil and cunning Spirit, he is never want: 
ing to tempt Scioliſts, and men that want true Learning, 
eſpecially thoſe who are by nature powerfully enclined 
to Enthufiaſm, to wreſt the Scriptures, * againſt thecon- « g,,,,,,,,;. 
ſent of univerſal Antiquity, to their own admired Noti- verſtater,anti- 
ons 3 and that being done, itis no difficult matter to per- 9#tatem,conſn- | 
{wade them to ſet up for Feachers, altho* they have re- por advoyh 
ally need, that one teach them again, which be the firſt Her: «. 
Principles of the Oracles of God, and are ſuch as bave 
need of Milk, and not of ſtrong Meat. | 

The ſecond ſort of Inſtruments by which Satan works; 
are over-curious, and over-inquiſitive men, who truſting 
too much to their own Underſtanding, love, as the A- 
poltle ſpeaks, to intrude intothings which they have not 
ſeen, and are vainly puffed up with their fleſhly Mind. 
+ Tertulian, in bis Tratt againſt the Hereſtesof his Time; f 2? 1re/cripe. 
complains grievouſly of theſe men, who were alwaysmo- © 5 '4 
ving nice and-curious Queſtions, about things which ic 
was better to be ignorant of then to know, and who, 
\ as his phraſe imports, loved to exerciſe the || whole luſt j 94antun!iber 
of their Curiolity about doubtful and obſcure things, 445 © ire 
Their Curiofity, as he complains, was above their Faith, 17 Anwar 
and. their vam-glorious affe&ation of being counted ſtatis effundas-- 
learned and witty, above the care of their Souls ; and 
therefore they muſt ſearch the Scriptures, tofind out new 
DoGrines and Opinions, and if they cannot find them- 
there, they will be ſure to bring them thither, tho? never. 
heard of before, and never fo contrary to the nnanimous- 
Tradition of allthe Apoſtolical Churches. Theſe men he 
complains of, for the great Adulterators of Scripture z.- 
and of ſuch as they were, the Apoſtle isto beunderſtood, 
1'Tim. 1, 4. I beſought thee to abide till at Epheſas,.. 
that thou mighte(t charge ſome that: they teach no other» 
Dodrine, neither give heed to Fables, and endleſs Gene- 
alogies, which miniſter Queſtions, rather then godly £4 
difxing-which is in the Faith, So in Chap, 6. 3; 4. Ifany 
v1 man: 


_ dh... tt. Red = 4 hs ws CT. F TT . « ol Scat - al is. . ia 


An Apologetical Vindication 


| "man teach otherwiſe, and conſent not'/ to wholeſom 
| words, even the words of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, and to 
the dofrine which 1s according to Godlineſs, he is con- 
ceited, knowing nothing, but doting about queſtions, 
and diſputes about words, whereof cometh envy, ſtrife, 
railings and ſurmiſings. So in his 24. Ep. 2. 23. faith he 
unto him, Avoid fooliſh and unlearned queſtions, know- 
ingthat they gender ſtrife. And ſo in his Ep. to Titas, : 
Chap. 2.9. Avoid fooliſh queſtions, and Genealogies,and 
contentions, for theſe are unprofitable, and vain, and a 
man that 1s an Heretick, after the firſt and ſecond admoni- 
tion reje&. Theſe over-curious and too inquiſitive Wits, 
who hunt after new Diſcoveries, and rack their Inventi- 
ons, as well as the Scriptures, to publiſh ſome new thing, 
are well diſpoſed by temper for Hereſie. Theythink in- 
deed they know ſomething, but really they know no- 
thing as they ought to know, when they begin todeſpiſe 
the Simplicity of the Chriſtian Religion, and the Do- 
Erine and Tradition of the Elders, and by the wanton- | 
neſs of their Wits and Underſtandings, give occaſion to . 
Satan, who obſerves all mens Tempers, to tempt them 


* — Longum eft univerſa ipſeus opera 
commemorare, quibus profetto ſummis /di- 
ficatoribus Ecclefie par eſſe potuiſſet, niſs 
proſana il1la hzreticz curloſiraris hibidine 
novun neſcio quid inveniſſet, quo & cun- 
os labores ſuos velut cujuſdam Lepre ad- 
mixtione faedaret,——Cap. 16. 


Þ+ Tantus, ac talis dum gratia des inſq- 
lentins abatitur, dum ingenio ſuo nimium 
indulger, ſibia; ſatis credit cum parus pen- 
dit antiquam Chriſtiane religionts ſimpli» 
citatem, dum ſe plus cunftis ſapere preſumit, 
dum Eccleſraſticas traditiones, & veterum 
magiſteria contemnens quedam Scriptura- 
rum capitula novo more interpretatur, meru- 
zt ut de ſe quoque Eccleſia des dicerets $8 
ſurrexerit in medzo tui propbeta. 


into Hereſie and Schiſm. * Vizcerti- 
#4 Lirinenſis obſerves, that Apolinaris 
fell into Hereſie through this luſt of 
Curioſity 3 and that + Origen alſo, 
through too great a confidence in his 
own Parts, and too much fondneſs 
and indulgence for his own Notions, 
of the greateſt Door the Church 
ever had, became plainly ſuch a one, 
to whom one might juſtly apply thoſe 
words of Moſes, Sz ſarrexerit in me- 
dio tui propheta, If there ariſe among 
you a Prophet ſaying, let usgo 


after other Gods, thou ſhalt not hearken unto the words 
of that Prophet, for the Lord your God proveth you, 
| to 


s 
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to know whether you love the Lord your God with all | | 
your heart and foul. E 
| 


The next ſort of Inſtruments which the Devil makes 
uſe of, in inventing and propagating Hercſie and Schiſm, 
are ambitious and aſpiring men, who would fain be Go- 
vernours in the Church, and fit in the Thrones of the A- 
poſtles ; and when they cannot conipaſs their Deſigns, | 
then out of Envy and Revenge they ſtrive to turn all | 
things topſie-turvy,and bring confuſion upon the Church. 

Such as theſe was Diotrephes, who loved to have the pre- | 
eminence : He would fain have had St. Johr:'s Chair, and | 
to that end raiſed Sedition againſt him, prating againſt 
him with malicious words, and perſwading the Church | 
not to receive him. Such alſo was T hebuthzs, the firſt He- 
retick and Schiſmatick in the Church of Jeruſalem, as [ 
have ſhewed in the firſt Chapter. Such alſo were Monta- 
nuns, Novatws, Arins, Natalis the Confeſlor, and almoſt 
all the famous Hereſiarchs in the ancient Church. Such 
alſo was Melitizs, a Biſhop of Egypt, who being depoſed 
from his Biſhoprick, for denying the Faith, and facrifi- 
cing unto Demons, in the Diocleſian Perſecution, became 
the Head of that, which from him took the Name of the 
Mektian Herefie and Schiſm. He loaded Achilles his Su- 
perior, whodepofed him, with all manner of Calumnies 
and Reproaches 3 as alſo his Succeſſors, Peter and 4lex- 
ander, who ratified the Deprivation of him, and conſpt- 
red with Ari#4 againſt the latter, that he might be reveng- 
edon the Church. For Pride and Ambition is the Mother 
of Envy, Revenge and Diſcontent 3 it was the original 
Sin of the Devil, and when he meets with proud men af- 
ter his own image, his work is half done, and it will coſt j 
him but little trouble to tempt them to break the Peace, | 1 
and divide the Unity of Churches, whereof they are 
Members. Soan ancient * Author, in Anſwer to this Que- + z,porſad or- 
ſtion, Whether it is juſt to damn Hereticks, who do their thodox. que/t.4 | 
beſt Endeayours to know the Truth, and cannot : Saith | 
he, | 'F 


4. 
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he, It is manifeſt that all Hereſies ariſe from a vain affe- 


cation of Glory, and ſtudy of oppotition inthe Author 
and Ring-leaders of them ; and therefore the Apoſtle 
calls them, grievous Wolves : And faith St. Chry/oſtom, 
in his firſt Homily upon the firſt Epiſtle to Timothy, Be- 
cauſe they do not love their Brethren, they envy thoſe 
that have a good Report, and from this Envy proceeds a 
deſireto be above them, and to rule, and from this deſire 
to rule come Hereſies. So faith TheophylaF on Galat. 5. 
The deſire of Ruling is the Mother of all Hereſies : And 
faith another * anctent Writer, From atteQation of Go- 

vernment, and getting above others, which are two do- 

mineering Paſſions, [| think moſt Herelies ariſe, for thoſe 

who do not love to be in the rank of Subjes, ſow new 
Dofrines, that they may be Chief of a new Set. And in- 

deed this was the temper of Sizvoz Maga, the firſt Here- 
tick, and falſe Apoſtle ; he affeRted to be a great man, and 
to have the People from the leaſt to the greateſt giveheed 
unto him, as the.great power of God : Though he re- 
nounced the Devil at his Baptiſm, yet he kept faſt hold 
of his Soul by this evil AﬀeGtion, which was the gall of 
bitterneſs, that poiſoned his mind, the bond of iniquity 
whereby Satan held him, when he made him the firſt of 


his Apoſtles, -the firſt of thoſe very Antichriſts, who in 
that Age of: Miracles came after the working of Satan, 


with all power, and ſigns, and lying wonders, to deceive, 
if it were poſhible, the very Ele&. | . 
The fourth ſort of [nſtruments which Satan employs, 
in making Diviſions and Schiſms, are covetous men, who 
love to be at-the Head of a Seq, or Party, becauſe' it is 
the ready way to get a good Maintenance, and become 
rich. There were ſuch as theſe in the Apoſtles days3' as is 
plain from that notable paſſage, 1 Tm. 6. 5. where he 
mentions perverſe diſputings of men of corrupt minds, 
and deſtitute of the truth, ſuppoſing that gain is Godli- 
neſs, and from ſuch (faith he) withdraw thy ſelf, for we 
brought 
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brought nothing into this world, and itis certain we can 
carry nothing out. There were ſuch men as chele in the 
Church of Corinth, who made Parties among the People 
for their own ends, which gave the Apoſtle occaſion to 
rebuke them in words to this effe&:; * As wife as you * 2. #: c2p.rr. 
think your ſelves to be, you do with pleaſure, bear with *"* 17» 7%: 
fools, nay ye ſuffer worte then fools, for you love men 
that bring you into bondage, you love men that devour 
you, and take Preſents of you, nay you love them beſt 
that inſult over you, and as it were ſmite you on the face. 
So St. Jude tells'us, That the Gnoſtical Hereticks ran gree- 
dily after the Error of Ba/aam for reward: Andin the A- 
poltle's Epiſtle to T3145, we find him forewarning him of 
certain unruly and vain talkers, and deceivers, whoſe 
mouths (faith he ) muſt be ſtopped, who ſubvert whole 
houſes, teaching things which they ought not for filthy 
lucres ſake. So + Sr. ras who was St. Pan!'s Scholar, + :. 21:14. r2: 
and wrote not long after him, ſpeaks of falſe Spirits in his 2- 
Time, who received Reward for their Divination, and 
if they do not receive, (faith he) they do not continue 
long to propheſie. So || Montanms the Heretick, and falſe | Euſch. . x. 
Prophet, after he had gathered a great concourſe of Peo. * 5: © 8: 
ple together, at the Place which he called the New Jeru- 
ſalem, he appointed Colleors of Money, whounder the 
Name of Offerings took Gifts and Preſents'of the People, 
and his pretended Propheteſles took not only Gold and 
Silver, but fine Cloaths, by way of Preſent ; nay, faith 
Apollonizs, thoſe who-are called Prophets among the 
Montaniſts, take Money not only of the rich, but of the 
poor, and Orphans, and Widows; and therefore ( faith 
be)either let them deny that their Prophets take Money, 
which we will prove by an hundred Teſtimonies, or elſe 
let them deny that they are true Prophets, becauſe they - 
take Gifts. So I ſhewed in the firſt Chapter, that Natal 
the Confeſſor was hired with Money to be a Biſhop of 
that Schiſm in Rome, which taught, that Chriſt was a 
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meer man 3 faith the Hiſtorian of him, Being ['tewpted* 
with the Bait of Primacy among thoſe of that Se&, and' 
of filthy Lucre, which is the deſtruQtion of many men, he 
was icourged all night long by the holy Angels, and roſe 
betimes in the morning, and having put on Sackcloath- 
and Aſhes, he went in great haſt,. and with tears in his 


' eyes caſt himſelf down before Zephyrinws the Biſhop,. 


and fell down not only before the feet of the Clergy, 

but of the Laity alſo, and after muchentreaty, and ſheyw- 

ing the Stripes which he had received when he was a- 
Confeſlor, he was admitted into the Communion of the- 
Church. Before he was beaten by the Angels, our Lord: 
frequently admoniſhed him of his Sin by Viſions in his 

Sleep, being unwilling that a Confeffor for Chriſtianity 
ſhould periſh in Herefie and Schiſm; but the love of Pre- 
heminence and Money ſo bewitched him, that he was- 
fain to uſe ſeverer Methods with him, and give him a. 
Thorn in the Fleſh, befere he would repent. He was 
conſtrained to laſh him out of the Circle in which he 
ſtood enchanted by the Devil,. and as it were by force * 
and violence break the double Chain of Ambition and-: 
Covetouſneſs, with which he had bound himſelf to Sa- 

tan, and fave him by a Miracle, as great as his-Sin. 

 'The laſt fort of men by which the Devil propagates- 
and promotes Diviſions and Sehiſms,are contentiousand 

litigious men 5 as it is written by the Apoſtle, If any man-- 
be contentious, we have no ſuch cuſtom, nor the Chur- 

ches of God. I confefj there is a contentious Diſpoſition, - 
which isthe effeQ of Ambition, and fois co-incident-with- 
the third particular Cauſe, which Lafligned of Hereſie- 
and Schiſm; but then there is a contentious Diſpoſition 


. of another fott, which proceeds froma ſophitſtical diſpu-- 


tatious Humour, and little fort of pride in men, that 
makes them- love to oppoſe-and contradid every thing 
for contradictions fake. This contentious Humour is moſt: 
vilible in men who are hot and cholerick, and it natural-. 


ly; 
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1y puts them upon Controyerſies and Diſputes, and main- 
taining Paradoxes, and calling received DNodrines into 
- Queſtion, and oppoſing things that are eſtabliſhed, andra- 
ther then (it down and be quiet, it will be oppolite to 
it ſelf, and be againſt that for whichit was before. This 
reſtleſs, unquiet ſort of Spirit, hath bred much miſchief 
in all Societies, but eſpecially in the Church of Gad. It 
ſeems to me to have been the Temper of the elder Arizs, 


who, as the * Hiſtorian tells us, wasexpert in Logical Sub- , ,,.... , 


tilties, and -+ out of a contentious humour oppoſed his c. 5. 
Biſhop, diſcourlſing a little too curiouſly about the my. T,£x 9am 
ſtery of the holy Tracy: If this litigious humour at any © 


time happen to be for the Truth, it is notout of love to 
Truth, but with a deſign to oppoſe others ; as we read of 
ſome who preached the Goſpel, not out of goad intent, 
but meerly to oppoſe the Apoſtle : Some indeed ( faith 


he ) preach Chriſt of meer envy and ſtrife, and ſome al-* 
ſo of 


good will the one preach Chriſt of contention, 
not ſincerely, ſuppoſing to add afflition to my bonds, 
but the other of love, knowing I am ſet for the defence 
of the Goſpel. To conclude, this litigious Humour is ex- 
preſſed in Greek by a word, which lignifies the love of 
Contention, becauſe it is the delight and pleaſure of con- 
tentious men, to be of a Party, and liye in the duſt of 
Controverlſie 3 they are no longer ealie and happy, than 
they are engaged in ſome Quarrel: And therefore faith 
Theophyla& on Galat. 5. 20. Ido wipers av QiAovertday, 
&c. Al Hereſpe proceeds from the love of Contention, and 
the contentious perſon ſtriving to bave his own will and hu- 
mour, doth thereby form a Schiſm. | | 
Thus have I ſhewed the inſtrumental Cauſes whick 
the Devil uſes, in ſowing Differences and Diviſions, and 
making Separations and Schiſms in Churches : And per- 
haps of ſuch men, ated and inſpired by the Devil, as 
much as of the Devils themſelyes, St. Peter is to be under. 
ood, 1 Ep. 5.8. where oy exhorted the —— 
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be ſober, and vigilant, becauſe their adverſary the devil 
as a roaring lion walked about, ſeeking whom he might 
devour, whom ( ſaith he ) reſiſt, tedfaſt in the faith, It 
the Devil had ſo many Inſtruments of dividing the Ca- 
tholick Church then, methinks it ſhould not ſeem ſtrange, 
that he hath ſo many now. Nay methinks the Gentlemen 
of the Roman Communion, out of the particular Vene. 
ration they have for St. Peter, whom the whole Chriſtian 
World ought to honour, ſhould not ſo delight to up- 
braid the Church of Ergland with the Engliſh Herefies- 
and Schiſms, it being evident from this and other Paſla- 
ges in his Catholick Epiſtle, cited in the firſt Chapter, 
that there were almoſt as many, and altogether as great- 
Diviſions, while he governed in the Church, as there are 
now in Ezgland, and moſt other Parts of the Chriſtian 
World. 

Wherefore all that can juſtly be concluded upon the. 
Church of Ergland, from the Erglifh Herefiesand Schiſms, 
if we conſider the inſtrumental Cauſes of them, is no- 
more then this, That there are, and have been, many ig- 
norant, over-curious, ambitious, covetous, and contenti- 
ous men among us, which, as I ſhewed before, hath been. 
the common Calamity of all Churches, and what is com- 
mon to all Churches, at leaſt _— to our Logick, 
can be no juſt matter of reproach againſtany one. I am. 
ſo confident, that there is no Inconſequence in this way: 
of Apologizing for the Church of Englard, that I believe 
our Adverſaries cannot find a better way of Apologizing. 
for the Diviſions that have formerly riſen, or may here- 
after ariſe in the Church'of Rowe. If they were reproach- 
ed by. others, as they reproach-us, they could not but 
ſay, that the Cauſes of Diviſions are common to all 
Churches 3 and therefore craving leave to-ſet the Church 
of Ezgland in the midſt of all other Churches, I deſire 
that Church may caſt the firſt Stone at her, which hath 
remained from the beginning a pure Virgin without He- 
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reſie or Schiſm. If there be a Church in any corner of 


the Earth, which is exempted from the common Cauſes 
of Diviſions, or of ſo happy a Conſtitution, as not to be 
capable of ſuffering by them, let that Church come forth, 
and reproach the Church of Ezgland with the Engliſh 
Herefies and Schiſms 3 but let not the Church of Rowe 
do it, which hath ſo many old Scars to ſhew, and ſo many 
and great Rents yet viſible in many parts of her Coat, as 
none of her moſt curious Workmen, with all their art and 
skill, will probably everbeable to make up. 

I have ſaid thus much by way of Apology for the 
Church of Ergland, from conſidering the general Cauſes 
of Church Diviſions and. Separations, and ſhall find yet 
more to plead for her, upon making a more particular 


Enquiry into the Cauſes of our Ezgliſh Herefies and 


Schiſms, Now in this Enquiry, no man that knows the 
ſtate of Great Britain, betwixt the beginning of the great 
Rebellion, and his late Majeſty's happy Reſtauration, but 
muſt needs look upon the ruine of the Church and State, 
to have been ſuch a Cauſe of Hereſies and Schiſms, as per- 
haps never happened before to any Churchin the World. 
Was it any wonder to ſce Errors, and Hereſies, and Blaſ- 
phemies, abound among us, in a Time of ſuch ſtrapge 
Diſorder and Confuſion, when there was no King, nor 
Prieſt in 1/rael £ Can we imagine. the Devil ſhould be 
idle in ſuch an Opportunity ?. Or can our Adverſaries 
imagine, that the Jike would not happen in any other 
Church or Kingdom of the Rowan Religion, ſhould God 
in judgmevt diflolve the Government of them, as he did 


that of ours ? | refer the candid Roman-Catholick Reader, - 


to Mr. Edwards his Gangrena, for an Account of the 
Errors, Hereſtes, Blaſphemies, Sets, and Opinions, that 
ſprung up in the Brii/þ Iſle, in a few years after the 
Church of Erg/aud was pulled down, and her Liturgy 


caſt out of the Churches, and Liberty of Conſcience, as - 
they called it, was ſet up inits ſtead... He was a Miniſter * 
ob: 
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of the'Presbyterian Party , and a mighty Bigot for the 
Cauſe, and - yet he could not but acknowledge, that 
there came in a Deluge of Hereſies and Impieties after 
the removal of the Prelates ;. and I appeal to any man 
of Ingenuity, ifit be Reaſonable, or Chriſtian, or Gen- 
tile, to reproach our Church with SeQqs that aroſe a- 
mong us, when ſhe was faſt bound in miſery, and the 
Iron entred into her Soul. Were not her Paſtors dri- 
ven from their Flocks, when the Wolves entred in? and 
all the time ſhe was in the Houſe of Bondage, was ir 
not a time of Liberty for every man to do what was 
good in his own Eyes? Nay, I deſire thoſe that are 
moſt petulant in upbraiding us with our Diviſfoxs, to 
tell me truly, if they do not think, that as many, and 
as monſtrous Swarms of Errours and Herefites would 
breed in Spaiz or [taly, as there did in the late Times 
of Confation in Ergland, if the Divine Providence, 
( which God prevent ) ſhould ſuffer the ſame Tragedy 
to be ated in thoſe Countries, that was ated in ours. 
How would SeQs verminate any where in Twenty 
Years of ſuch Confuſion > Methinks our Adverſaries 
ſhould have the Ingenuity to conſider this ; but fince 
they ſeem not to doit, I hope they cannot find fault 
with us, for putting them in mind of it by way of 
Apology for our Church. 

There are many other ſpecial Cauſes of our Eng 
Diviſions, which might fall under conſideration, but for 
brevity ſake, I ſhall mention but one, which 1s this; 
That we havereaſon to ſuſpe& that our Diviſions, both 
in the beginning and progreſs of them, may have been 
influenced from abroad. I do not know whetber this 
will paſs for miſrepreſenting, but ſome Obſervations 
have been made to this purpoſe. And if the Gentle- 
men of the R. Communios know or believe it to be 
true, I beleech them by our Common Saviour Jeſ#s 
Chriſt, they would no longer upbraid the Church of 

England 
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England with the Engliſh Hereſtes and Schiſms. If the To Foxes and 
Tares which were ſowen in the Field of our Church $577#> i 
were indeed brought -from other Places, then I hope »vivu, p.72. of 
they will grant, that it is not ingenuous for them ofall ** EM 
other Chriſtians to reproach us with them 3 but rather and in feng 
to blame thoſe who ſowed them, and who tranſpJanted Ferrers »hich 
thoſe ſtrange Plants, which are not of our heavenly napterrag; 
Father's planting, into the Vineyard of our Church, ſhop of 4-- 

I confeſs it is very good Policy to divide us, that they 7" pane ra 
may weaken us3 but then it ſhould be remembred, that perſons, which 
no Humane Policy, nor the greateſt Advantage that Ty beſeen in 
can follow upon it, can juſtifie the Dividing of any &jegion ce. 
Church, though never ſo Heretical, by inventing new Let ers. 
Do&rines. The Catholicky formerly durſt take no ſuch 

courſe to divide the Arians , they remembred that A- 

nathema which St. Paal laid upon the Apoſtles them- 

ſelves, and the very Angels of Heaven if they ſhould - 

teach: any other Dodrine ; and I wiſh for the Ho- 


nour of Chriſtiarity others would do fo too. # 


CHAP. V. 
Of the Care of Schiſms and* Diviſions. 


© Fter this Enquiry into the Cauſes of Schiſmer and * 
" Divifions, and more particularly into thoſe of 
our own Country , I proceed 'to fay ſomething con- 

cerning the Preyention and Cure of them 3 where, to 

keep cloſe to the deſign of my Apology for the Church, . 
I muſt declare upon a ſerious refleftion of what I have - 
hitherto written, that I knowno ſure: and infallible - 
way that 1s lawful, of preventing them;; where- they - 
are not, orof curing chic; whoneading are. Firſt then, - 
Iknow no ſure way that is lawful of preventing of them,; 


but. ſome unlawful. ways-I confels there are, which are” 
| ncan-- 
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inconſiſtent with the Deſign of the Goſpel, and the 


Rules of Chriſtian Charity : but then the Remedy in 
ſuch caſes is worſe than the Diſeaſez and accordingly 
we ſee that the ſtate of Chriſtianity is much more de- 
plorable in ſome Countries, where Diviſions are pre- 
vented by ſuch methods, than in Erg/ard , where no 
ſuch methods bave been taken to prevent them : but 
of lawful and juſtifiable means, which are conſiſtent 
with the reputation and well-being of Chriſtianity, I 
believe there are noneithat will abſolutely prevent Di- 
vitions and Schiſms : | confeſs Humane Fore-ſjght and 
Diligence may, by God's bleſſing, prevent them in a 
great meaſure, but it will not always, nor altogether 
do ſo. But as Diſeaſes will happen to the Natural 
Body, notwithſtanding all the care and endeavours to 
prevent them : So Diviſions and Schiſms will happen 
to the Body Politick of Chriſt, and all the Parts and 
Members of it, notwithſtanding all that man can law- 
fully do to prevent them as is evident from the ſtate 
of the Church, while it was governed by the Apoſtles. 
For they were moſt holy, moſt wiſe, and moſt vigilant 
Paſtors, and therefore the greateſt bolineſs and wiſdom 
of the moſt vigilant and diligent Paſtors, are not ſuffi- 

cient to preſerve Unity, and prevent Schiſm. ' Nor are 
Miracles joyned with the Sanftity and Endeavours of 
the moſt vigilant Paſtors able to'prevent it; for the 
Apoſtles and their Aſſiſtants wrought Miracles, and yet 
in the miraculous age of the Apoſtles, there were He- 
refies and Schiſms, even in Churches where God bore 
them witneſs with Signs and Wonders, and divers Mi- 
racles and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. Nay, Miracles are 
ſo far from having a Soveraign Vertue to prevent 
Schiſms, that in the Church of Corinth, which abounded 
with miraculous Gifts, there were Envyings , Strifes, 


. Contenttons, and Diviſions - Nay, as I ſhewed in the 


Firſt Chapter, many of thoſe who had the gift of Mi- 
racles 
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racles in the Apoſtles time, wilfully fell away from (bri- 
ſtianity, to which they had born witneſs, and did there- 
by deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace. : 
And, as Miracles joyned with the utmoſt SanQity, Wiſs 
dom, and Diligence of Paſtors, are not ſufficient to pre- 
vent Diviſions; fo neither is Infa/ibility added to all the 
reſt: for the moſt holy,the moſt wiſe, and moſt vigilant A- 
poſtles, wereall infallibleJudgescertainly endow'd byGod 
with the perſonal Gift of I-falibility; and yet in their 
time there were as many,and as great Hereſiesand Schiſms, 
as perhaps have been fince in any age of the Church. To 
uſe ſome of the. emphatical words of another Author,every 
one of them was ſuch a Judge of Matters Spiritual, from 
which there needed no Appeal; every one of them had 
Authority and Ability to Interpret the Scriptures,and de- 
cide in Matters of Conſcience,and yet there were as many 
Controverſies and Differences about Matters of Conſci- 
ence and Religion then,as are now to be ſeen in Exglarrd, 
or perhaps any other Country of the Chriſtian World, 
Do what the Apoſtles of the Circamciſionor Uncircumci- 
ſion could, they could not prevent the Enemy from fow- 
ing of Tares,nor the T ares from growing up, to the great 
prejudice and detriment of the Wheat : Hereſies and Of 
fences would come, notwithſtanding the 1»fa/ibzlity of $. 
Jobz,who lay in our Lord's Boſom, and of S. James who 
was his Brother, and of S. Pax] who was rapt into the 


third Heaven, and of St. Peter, to whom Chriſt ſaid, 


Thou art Peter, and upon this Rock I will build my Church. 
The R. Cs. may ſe&from this little which I have ſaid, 
that if they had an infallible Judge, his Infallibility 
would be no certain Remedy againſt Hereſies and 
Schiſms, if they bad no other ways that would not hin- 
der but that Diviſions might multiply among them as 
much as in the days of the Apoſtles, or as much as they 
are now multiplied in Exglazd, where the Church pro- 


feſſeth to have no infallible Judge. I ſay, if they had 
M an 
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an infallible Judge, his Iafallibility would not be able 
to ſecure them againſt Diviſions; but alas! they have 
no infallible Judge, for though they are all agreed, that 
their Church is i»falible, yet they differ about the Seat 
of the Tnfelibilty 3 they cannot tell us for certain 
where it is lodged: and truly to have an 1»falible 
Judge, and not to know who, or where he is, is in effect 
to have noneatall, Whatthen, is thereno certain way 
of preventing Hereſjes and Schiſms? Certainly there is 

no lawful way certainz which Conſideration alone me- 

thinks might be Apology enough for the Church of Exg- ' | 
land, againſt the reproach which ſhe now ſuffers upon | 
the account ofthe Evghſh Hereſies and Schiſmes. 

And as there is nocertain way of preventing Herefies 
and Schiſms where they are not : fo there is no certain 
way of curing them where they are. Provincial and 
General Councils, where all emergent Differences may 
be freely and fairly debated, have by experience been . 
found to be the beſt means which God hath been plea- 
 fedto bleſs with ſucceſs; but tho? they are very good | 

means, and have often proved very ſucceſsful, yet as. = 
we learn from the Hiſtory of Councils, they are not al- 
ways infallible Remedies, as is evident from the firſt 
General Council, in which the Apoſtles and Elders, and 
Brethren met at Ferſalew,, to determine whether or no 
tt was. needful for the Gentile Chriſtians to be Cir- 
cumciſed and keep the Law of Moſes. St. Peter after 
much Diſpute on both fides, firſt {ſtood up, and decla- 
red, That to oblige theGentile Diſciples to the Moſaicat 
Obſervances, was to puta Yoak upon their Necks, which 
neither the Fews nor their Fathers were able to bear; i 
then James having firſt heard Barnabas and Paul, de- v. -} 
clared it was his ſentence, that the Gentile Chrilians I 
ſhould be troubled with no more Jewiſh Obſervances, * 
but to abſtain from Pollutions of Idols, from fornica- 
tians,, from things ſirangled , and from blood. To 

| hi. 
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him the Apoſtles, and Elders, and the whole Church con- 
ſented, and (aid, it ſcemeth good to the holy Ghoſt, and 
to us, and yet the Authority of this infallible and unani- 
mous Council, did not quite put an end to the Contra- 
verlie: for, asit appearsout of leveral of St. Pa!'s Epiltles, 
and more eſpecially out of that to the Galatians,8; fome 
* Epiſtles of St Ignatiws,there were thoſe afterwards who + 14 1ugwms, 
. taught the Gertile Chriſtians Judaiſm, and commanded ad Pbiladelps. 
them to be circumciſed, and keep the Jewiſh Law. So 1 
need not relate, how the cecumenical Council of Nice, 
tho' backed with the Authority of the Emperor, was not 
able to extinguiſh the Arias Schiſm, nor make the Ari- 
ans acquielce in its Determinations : And, tomultiply no 
more Inſtances, the learned R. Cr. know very well, how 
far the Chriſtian World was from ſubmitting to the ſe- 
cond Nicene Council, which they call the ſeventh gene- 
ral Council, in its Determinations for [mage-worſhip. 
Quite contrary the Northern and Weſtern Biſhops una- 
nimouſly oppoſed that Council, and its Dorine ; and 
1n another + Council, wherein about 3oo of them mer t £0ncil7um 
together, they condemned it and its Decree for Image- m_ ow 
worſhip, and proſcribed it out of the number of gezeral 
Conncils, and the Church of Eng/and at that Time was ſo 
far from acquieſcing in its Determinations, that her Pa- 
ſtors received that Decree for worſhipping of Images, 
with great indignation and contempt. | 

But then, tho' it appears from theſe Examples, that P 

eneral Councils are not infallible Remedies for Here- 

tes and Schiſms, yet it muſt beacknowledged, that they 
are very good ones, and the beſt that can be had, when - 
they are truly * general and + free. And therefore as * cun dicunt {1 


Concilium Ca- \ { 
tholicum, aut univerſale, boc inteltigunt ut in eo debeant adeſſe tiri $1, def17, & prudentes ex omni« | 
bus uationibus, P. P. Vergerius 3n ſecretar. pontific. At. prima. | | | 

T Cum dicunt Liberum, volunt ut liceat tum publicis, tum privatic perſonis, ſub fide publici ſalvs 
condutins preflits venire, flare, & diſcedere, quoties illis libitum futrit, &# ante omnia, ut libers 
fine ullo metu, aut impedimento-loqui liceat, ſuamgz fententiam aicere in ipſo Concilio. ibid: 
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| An Apologetical Vindication 
\ Nils of Theſſzlonica propoſed a free and general Coun- | 
cil, as the beſt Expedient for ending all Differences be- 
tween the Greek and Latin Church above 3oo years ago, 
fo I hopel may without offence, propofe it now, as the 
moſt hopeful Remedy to heal all Differences between 
the Church of Erg/and and the Church of Rome. It 
would be an Enterprize worthy of the Greatneſs, and 
holy Charader of the Pope, diſpenting with the Porife- 
cal Oaths, to uſe his Intereſt among Chriſtian Princes, 
for the procuring of a free and ge- 
neral Counci), wherein * the hol 


* Staturrunt etzam quod omnes definzti» 
ones, &* concluſones articulorum, de quibus 


Juerit difputatum, firs debeant ex divind, 
& ſacra Scripture, deftrinaqz antiquorum 
patrum,&:. ibid. Scripture eloquia aliter 
atque aliter,alius atque aluus interpretatur, 
aliter namqueillam Novatianu,aliter Pho- 
tinus, aliter Sabellins, aliter Donatus expo- 
nitgaliter Arius, Emnomius,Macedonius,alie 
ter Apollina"is,Priſcillianus,aliter Fovint- 
anus, Pelagius, Celeſtinus, aliter poſtremo 
Neftorius, atque idcirco multim neceſſe eſt 
propter tantos tam warii erroris anfraftus, 
ut Prophetice,& Apoſtolice interpretationis 
linea ſecundum Eccleſiaſtics & Catholics 
ſensks normam dirigatur. Vincent Lirinenl, 


Scriptures, and the Writings of the 
ancient Fathers, ſhould be laid open, 
and the Differences of the two Chur- 
ches fairly tryed by them, as the Dif. 
ference between Neſtorizs and his 
Antagoniſts, was tryed in the third 
general Council. The Difference 
bappened in the following manner. 
Neftori#s, Patriarch of Conſtantinople, 
openly taught, that it was not law- 


Ltderſus href cap. 2. ful to call the Virgia Mary Seobx©., 


or the Mother of God. This alarmed 
Cyrill of Alexandria, and many other Biſhops, who ſuf. 
pected that Neſtorizs had a deſign, under the covert of 
that Aſſertion, to bring into the Church the Do&rine of 
Paulus Samoſatenſis, and Photinas, who aſlerted; that 
Chriſt was ameer man. Upon theſe Suſpicions they ſtout- 
ly oppofed Neftoriws, and| his Adherents, for their new 
Opinion, and the Contention grew ſo high, that the 
Emperor was fain to call a Council at Epheſus to compoſe' 
it 3 and the Biſhops being met together, after ſome Previ- 
ous Altercation, at laſt thought it the moſt Catholick, 
bleſſed, and defirable way of determining the Contro- 
verlie, to produce the Opinions of the holy Fathers, who 
bad been Martyrs, or Confefiors for the Faith, or ar leaſt 


bad. 


ns. A Fr, 


 EIOD 


proceeded againſt Neftorizs, becauſe 
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had continued in the true profeſiio! of it unto the end 
of their lives. Upon this were brought into the Coun- 
cil the Writings of St. Peter Patriarch of Alexandria, 
St. Athanaſius, St. Theophilas, St. Baſil, St. Gregory of Na- 
Sianzum, Gregorius Nyſſenus , St. Cyprian, St. Ambroſe, 
and St. Felix, and St. Falizs , Biſhops of the Imperial 
City of, Rome, with the Writings of other Fathers ; all 
which being examined, it did appear that Neſtorius 
was an Innovator, and that Cyril was in the right, who 


 faid, that the ancient Fathers uſed to call the Bleſſed 


Virgin, the Mother of God. I have taken this ſhort ac- 
count of the manner ia which the Council of Epheſus 


It is propoſed by + Vinceatins Liri- 
zenſis, as the beſt merhod of ending 
Controverſies in Religion 3 and 1. 
am perſwaded, if the fame Apoſtoli-' 
cal courſe was taken in'a, General 


Council now , the Differences be- 
tween the Church of Rome,. and the 
Churches that diſſent from it, would 
come to an happy Concluſion, and 
by God's Bleſſing, make them all u- 
nite into one Communion, and be- 
come one Catholick, and Apoſtolical 


. + Quod Ne preſumptione magis noftra 
quam autoritate Eccleſiafi ica' promere vidt- 
remur, exemplum aihivuimus Santts Con» 
clit, quod ante triennium ferms in Aſia 
apud Epheſum celebratum eft, Virs clariſſe- 
mas Baſſo Antiocbaque conſulibus. Vbi cum 
ſanciengss fidei regulis diſceptaretur ne qui 


' #ltic frſatan Prophana novitas in modum 


perfidie Ariminienſis obrepettt, univerſts 
Sacerdotibus , qui ills ducenti fere numero 
convenerant hac-Catholicifſimum, fxlicib 
fimum atque oprtimurs fas viſum eſt, ut 
in medium ſanttorum patrum ſententie pro- 
ferrentur, &c. Vincent, Lirin, adverſus 
bereſ. Cap. 42» 


Church, | know very well that the Gentlemen of the 


Roman Communion are apt to tell us, that the Council of 
Trent was a Free and General Council, but we know 
the contrary, that it was neither Free nor General, or 
if it were, why may not the Church be repreſented a- 
New 1n another Free and General Council, as She was 
repreſented 1n the Council of Chalcedon, ſhortly after 
the ſecond Council of Epheſus, and in the ſecond 
Council of Nice, within thirty years after the ſeventh: 
General Council of Conſtantinople, which exprelly con- 
demned the Worſhip of Images 2 But they ſay the ſecond 

| | os Council 
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* ThisCouncil Council of Epheſw, and the * ſeventh General Council 

= +9 1h: wh at Conſtantinople erred, and decreed falſe Dodtrine: fo 

the worſhip of ſay we of the Council of Treet, and therefore ler ano- 

Linages, ther Free and General Council be called to umpire the 

| Controverfie between the Church of England and the 

Council of Trent; and if upon a fair tryal by the Seri. 

ptures, Fathers and Councils, ſuch a Council ſhall con- 

demn the Church of England, then I will leave her Com- 

2union , and own I have been guilty of Hereſfe and 

Schiſm. I think no Son of the Church of England need 

ſcruple to ſay as much, nor fear to promiſe to ſtand to 

the Determinations of ſuch a Council, as will freely and 

"IM impartially try all Controverſies by the ancient Touch- 

+ 1" 1954 ca- ſtone of + Univerſality, Antiquity, and Conſent. This 

tholica Ecclefii yyag the Catholick, Teſt of old, and ought to be ſo ſtill, 

3-470, x and to ſhew how indifferent I am between the two 

id temzamus, Churches: I heartily beſeech Almighty God that She 

= op <pr may flouriſh and prevail, which is moſt willing to un- 
omnzbus credi- dergo, and beſt able to abide this Teſt. 

Hoc F demum fit þ ſexuamur Univerſitatem , Antiquitatem, Conſentionem. Vincent. Licin, 


4 


Cap 3+ Vide etiam Cap. 38. 
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Hams now finiſhed the Apology , which I under. 
 Þ} took to make for the Charch of England, againſt 
thoſe who love to ridicule Her with the Engliſh Dijvi- 
ſions in Religion, and lay an heavy Charge of undue 
Conſequences upon her , meerly upon their ſcore: I 
think I cannot anſwer the Deſign of my Undertaking 
better, than in concluding with a praftical and friendly 
Addreſs to the Candid READER, of what Per- 
ſwaſion ſoever;*whether he be a Roman Cathbolick, or 
Church of England Catholick,, or a Diſſenter from them 
both. | 

 T ſhall firſt begin with the Rowan Catholicks, who 
have been the occaſion of writing this Diſcourſe 3 and 
I humbly beg them to conſider, That it isnot for their 
Honour to uſe ſuch Arguments againſt the: Church of 
Ergland,now, as the Heathens of ol uſed againſt Chriſti 
antty; nor for their Advantage to put us upon defending: 
Herin the very ſame manner, as-they muſt be forced to- 
defend the Chriſtian Religion againſt the Mahumetars, 
who are mightily prepoſicfſed by the multitude of Se&s 
among the Chriſtians, againſt the Truth and Goodneſs 
of Chriſtianity it ſe}. Nay, it is their Intereſt as mach 
as ours, to leave off this way of Arguing againſt the 
Church of England, becauſe the Atheiſts and Scepticks, 


and irreligious perſons of both Churches argue the very 


ſame way againſt the Truth of the we on Religion 3. 
they take advantages from the great number and variety 
of SeFs in Chriſtendom, whereof every one pretends 
to be the true Church, to think that really there is no- 
Religion and therefore methinks all ſerious and piouſ- 
ly diſpoſed perſons among the R. Cs. into. whoſe hands 
this Apology (hall fall, ſhoujd ſo-far become my Proſelytex,, 


as hereafter to forbear this way of Arguing, which gra- 
| tifies. 
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tifies the common Enemies of Chriſtianity, and con- 
cludes as ſeverely againſt the Univerſal Church, as they 
would have it do againſt ours. Secondly , I deſire 
them toconſider, whether it be prudently done of them 
to reproach us with our Diviſions, when they do not 
know how ſoon we may have occaſion to turn their 
own Reproaches upon them, and do unto them, if 
Chriſtian Charity ſhould not reſtrain us, asthey now do 
unto us. They do not know how ſoontheir Unity, of 
which they boaſt ſo much, may be broken into Diviſions, 
and the Peace, which they pretend to have among them- 
ſelves, be turned into a ſpiritual War, The Spirit of 
Strife and Contention, and of ſetting up Altar againſt 
Altar, may, for all their preſent aſſurance, come upon 
them, as ſorrow upon a Woman in travail; and then whe- 
ther the SeFs, which ſhall ariſe among them, be real, or 
only reputed Hereſtes and Schiſms, they will be taken 
in their own Szare, and the full weight of their own 
Arguments againſt us, will fall upon their own heads, 
Let him that thinketh he ſZardeth ( faith the Apoltle ) 
take heed leſt he fal; and let the Church of Rome, 
which perbaps the KR. Cs. may think fo ſecure in her Po- 
liticks of Union, take heed ſhe fall not into pieces, and 
be broken in ſhivers like a Potters Veſſel, by him that 
ruleth with an ſro» Rod. They ſhould conſider that 
Godcan ſend the Spirit of Lather upon their Mozks, the 
Spirit of Savanarola upon their Fryars, the Spirit of 
. - Hermanand Cranmerupon their Prelates ; the Spirit of 
Vergerius & Contarenus upon their Nuncio's and Legates; 
+ Vid. Vergerii the Spirit of Cardinal + Fregoſi#s upon the Conclave 3 the 
Enmrat: 4 Spirit of *Albert & +Frederic upon Soveraign Catholick 
261,262 Princes; andthe Spirit of Marce/us ſecundus upon the 
;, Of Brand Pope himſelf. They ſhould remember, eſpecially the 
+ of Saxony, Learned among them, from what a ilight accidental 
| occaſion, the Arian Schiſm beganz and God who was 
pleaſed to ſuffer an wniverſal Conflagration to ariſe _ 

uc 
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ſuch a ſmall Spark, can in a moment raiſe up many 
Arias's in Rome, and make the Princeſs of the Provin- 
ces ſit ſolitary, and all her Friends become her Enemies, - 
| Nay, he isable, as it were, by a Voice from Heaven, to 
ſay unto her people, Come out of her, leſt ye be partakers 
of her ſins. % Petrarch one of her moſt Eminent Wri- + Satin 
' tersin Proſe and Yerſe, who was the Pride and Glory of rerwayer 
1taly,. and the Delight of Rome, where he received the 7", preſercin 
Laurel; Petrarch 6ne of her Celebrated Church-enen, own cone, py 
who narrowly miſſed a Cardirnal's Cap; the Learned,the mero parumque 
Eloquent, the Charming Petrarch applied this, and ma- a "S 
Ny more ſuch Textsunto Her in an * Epiſtle, wherein he uri: carding 
Paraphraſed the 17th. Chapter of the Revelationsz and !* reatu — 
how do they know , but God may make the people 5,,"11n 1.” 
hear, and obey the Voice of Petrarch, and come out precipuis Pre- 
of her in as great numbers beyond the Alps and Ape 171” 1h Fin 
zines, as they have done on this ſide of them. The & /qpimtiz 
Peitilent Northern Hereſie, as one called it, may ſoon #, 4” Papa, 
ſeale the Mountains, and invade the Southern Climates, Polica —_ 
and they themſelves do not know how ſuddenly God 9uen tots 1ta- 
may make Province after Province, and Nation: after = ama 
Nation, fall off and ſeparate from the Church of Rowe. pp. Vergerius 
What hath been done, may be done again 3 and upon 41. i Catal. 
ſuppoſition this ſhould happen, I would fain know of 7: 259 
them, whether the falling away of ſo many Churches * Part of 
from the Rowan Communion, would be a good Argu- a acne 
ment againſt the Trzeneſs or Goodneſſof the Church of and cited by 
Rome. Wherefore methinks in point of Prudence, 7re#ius 16:4. 
they ſhould not take up Arguments againſt us, which ——_— 
they do not know how ſoon we may have occaſion to 
retort upon themſelves. They] ſhould remember that 
they cannot ſecure their Church againſt Contingencies, 
that are common to all Charches, and that no fleſh 
ſhould glory in the preſence of God, who ſometimes 
chooſes the weak things of the World, to confound the 
wighty 5 and things that are not, to bring to nought 

N things 
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things that are. It is his Prefogative to do whatſoever 
he pleaſeth in Heaver and Earth; and who knows his 
Counſels ? who knows what ſecrets of Providence are in 
the Wombs of their Caxſes ready for the birth 2 

In the next place, I addreſs my ſelf to our d;/cnting 
Brethren , whoſe Diviſions and Separations from the 
Church of England, and from one atiother, are now be- 
come popular and plauſible Arguments in the mouths of 
the R. Cs. to unſettle weaker judgments among us, and 
bring them over to theirs, which they call the oe Ca- 
tholickChurch. 1 beſeech them therefore by the Sacred 
Names of U»3ty and Charity, to conſider how different 
the Church of England, and her Children now appear, 
from what they miſ-apprehended them to be. Great 
numbers of them took up an Averſcor to the Church, be- 
cauſe they thought her Popifh in her Conſtitution, and 
her Children, eſpecially the Clergy, Popiſh in their Aﬀe- 
Qions: but now ſeeing by Experience how much they 
were miſtaken, methinks they ſhould be willing to make 
Reparation 3 methinks the ſenſe of their former 21iſtake, 
ſhould help to overcome . their -preſert prejudice, and 
make them willing to be better informed, and bring 
their old Scruples, with Minds defirons of ſatirfaF70v, to 
the Teſt; to ſee if indeed they are ſuch as will juſtifie 
their ſeparation from a Church, which they acknowledge 
to be Orthodox in her Do@rine, and which they could 
never yet prove enjoyned any one thing in her Worſhip, 
which God had forbidden, or to have forbidden any 
thing in it, which he had enjoyned. Is not this the time 
for them to peruſe = Books that have been lately writ- 
ten with the greateſtCandor and meeknels for their bet- 
ter Information? And doth not the Zeal, which they. 
have always profeſſed againſt Popery, oblige them to 
have a good opinion of-her Divizes, who have all a- 
long been contending earneſtly for the Faith which was 
once delivered to the Saints 2 Doth not God by the 


Voice - 
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Voice of his Providence call upon them, as plainly as if 
it were by a Voice from Heaven, to conſider whither 
their Diviſions tend, and ſhould not the ſerious confide- 
ration of the diſmal Effe&s that may follow upon them, 
if they continue in them, make them doubly afraid of 
the ſinfulneſs of Schiſm 2 What a dreadful account will 
they have to make at the Day of Judgment, if it ſhould 
then appear, that the Church gave them no juſt occaſion 
to ſeparate from her > They muſt then anſwer to God 
for all the direful Conſequences of their Separation; and 
therefore it concerns them all to look upon her whom 
they have pierced 3 it concerns them all, as they would 
not die in fo fatal a Miſtake, and be reſponſable for the 
downfal of the Church, to examine impartially, if the 
Communion of the Church of Ezg/and be not truly Ca- 
tholick, and whether ſhe is not ſuch a Church, as hath 

fellowſhip with the Father,and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
If ſhe be ſuch a Church, as the Divines of all reformed 
Churches abroad will tell them ſhe is, then they muſt 
be guilty of Schiſm, which is a ſeparation without a juſt 
cauſe from the Church, asa Church, without any regard 
unto the State. For Schiſm or Separation, without a juſt 
cauſe, is a pure ſpiritual Crime, and was reckoned adam- 
nable Sin, before the Church Chriſtian was united tothe 
Empire, as alſo in thoſe unhappy Intervals of Perſecution, 
. When the Church and Empire were dif-united again. 
For example, it wasa damnable Sin, when St. Paul char- 
ged the Epheſians to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace, becauſe there was but one God, and one 
Lord, and one Faith, and one Baptiſm, and one Body of 
Chriſt. It was a damnable Sin, when he told the Corix- 
thians, That we were all baptized by one Spirit into one 
body, and that as the natural body was made one by the 
union of many members in it, ſo alſo was the body, 
meaning the Body politick of Chriſt. It was a damnable 
Sin, when St. [gnatizs taught the Churches, That no- 
N 2 thing 
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thing ſhould be done without the leave of the Biſhop, 
or in oppoſition to him, and that, that was only a valid 
Euchariſt which was adminiſtred by him, or by one lj- 
cenſed and appointed by him, and that makers of Schiſm 
could not tmherit the Kingdom of God. It was a damna- 
ble Sin, when St. Cypriar called private Meetings, in op- 
poſition to the publick, Conventicles of the Devil ; and 
faid, that private Altars were no Altars 3 and that if a 
Schiſmatick ſhould die for Chriſt, he could be no Mar- 
tyr, nor have any right to the Crown of iartyrdom ;; 
for which he alledges the words of the Apoſtle, Tho'l 
give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it 
Pprofiteth nothing. Dionyſivs Alexandrinns in his Ep. to 
ehe cg I _ unto him in this 
manner. 1f thou waſt conſtrained, as thou ſaiſt, againſt th 
wil, to — bc ho from the Church, thou oughteſt to Tk the 
Same, by returning willingly to it again. Thou ſhouldſt have 
fuffered any thing rather then rend the Church of God, nei- 
ther is that Martyrdom, which a man ſhall ſuffer for refu. 
ſing to rend the Church, leſs glorioms, then that which Chri. 
ſtians daily ſuffer for denying to ſacrifice unto Devils, Yu, 
3n my judgement, it is a more glorious fort of Martyrdom, 
for in the one a man rr Martyrdone only for bis Orwvre. 
Soul, but in the other for the Oniverſal Church, Wherefore. 
perſwade the Brethren, or conſtrain then to return to Uni. 
on, ſuch a meritorious at would be greater then the crime. 
of ſeducing then, and thou wouldeſt be more commended 
for that, then ever thou wert cenſured for this. However if” 
thou canſt not perſwade the rebellious and diſobedient to re-. 


#rn to the Church, at leaft ſave thine own ſoul, by embracing 


Peace and Unity thy ſelf. 

So great a Sin did the ancient Fathers account Schiſen, . 
before the happy union of the Church and Empire, when 
the Meetings of the Schiſmaticks were as much tolerated: 
dy the State, as the Meetings of the Catholicks 3 and up- 


on the ſame Principle , Donatiſm and . Arianiſus were: 


CQURE>- 
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counted as damnable Schiſmsevery jot, under the Reigns 
of thoſe Emperors, . who granted toleration to them, as 
under the Reigns of raoſe who made Laws againſt them, 
Nay, all the Laws which Corſtantizs and Valens mide in 
favour of Arianiſms, and tor the eſtabliſhment of It, did 
not alter its damnable nature 1n the judgement of the 
 Catholicks; neither indeed is the obliquity of Schiſm al- 
terable by humane Laws and Conſtitutions, as being a 
tranſgreſlion of a divine poſitive Law, which God hath 
made for the preſervation of the Body politick of his 
Church, to which Schiſm is as deſtructive in its nature, 
as Rebellion is to the State. 

The being and well-being of the Chureh are incom- 
patible with it, and it is not only evil becauſe God hath 
forbid it, but God hath forbid it becauſe he knew it was 
evil, and pernicious in its nature to his oze Catholick 
Church. The Roman Catholicks themſelves will joyn 
with us in this Principle, and acknowledge this DoQtrine 
to be true, and if our Difſenters are either afraid, or 
convinced of the truth-of' it, it concerns them, as they 
tender their own Salvation, to enquire into the nature 
of their reſpective Separations, whether they be Schiſms; 


or no ? They all profeſs great tenderneſs of Conſcience, 
and they will but a& according totheir pretenfions, to- 


be very ſcrupulous m embracing thoſe Communions; 


which, if they be not, yet look ſo like Schiſm; Methinks- 


they ſhould be as much afraid of ſinning one way as ans 


other 3 methinks chetr Conſciences ſhould boggle as: 


much at a ſuſpected Communion, asat 2-(yfpet<d Ceres 
mony, and be very much afraid of coaking damnabie Se- 


parations, as they will atluredly do, if the Church of. 


England, from which they do, or {hill ſep-cate, be a true 


and ſound Member of Chriſt. I eatreat them,for the ſake 
of their own Souls, to {.t:the Terror of this Cunfequence 3 
before their eyes 3 cfpecially I'defire thofe among them: 

to. conſider it, who-by their gccafional Communion (as. 


they 
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they call it) with the Church of Exglard, have declared 


to all the World, that they think it ſuch a Church, to 


which men may joyn themſelves without fin. Shall the 
expectation of a little temporary Preferment, or the fear 
of a little temporal Puniſhment, bring them to Church, 
and perhaps to the higheſt a&t of Communion in it, and 


ſhall not the "fear of Damnation, and the foreſight of 


the diſmal Events, which are like to happen upon their 
Separations, not make them do the ſame ? If it be ſinful 
to communicate with the Church of Eglarnd 1n her Or- 
dinancts, why did they ever do it ? And if it benot, why 
do tixcy not do it always, according to the Dodrine of 
the Apoſtle, who beſeeched the Corinthians by thename 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that they ſhould all ſpeak the 
ſame thing, and be perfealy joyned together 1n the ſame 


mind and judgement, that there ſhould be no Schiſms 


nor Diviſions among them. I beſcech our diſſenting Bre- 
thren, by the ſame ſaving Name, and for the fake of the 
Goſpel, for which they pretend to have ſo much zeal, 
not to divide Chriſt any longer among us, nor grieve 
the holy Spirit of Union by their cauſleſs Separations, 
but to return to the Fold from which they have wandred 
as loſt Sheep, that ſo we may become one Fold under 
one Shepherd, and one Building framed together into 


an holy Temple unto the Lord. They know there isno- . 


thing wanting to any Chriſtian man's Salvation in the 
Church of Ezglard ; they may be as holy and unblamable 
in the Communion of it, as the moſt holy Saint, or Mar- 
tyr, if it be not their own fault 3 and certainly Facob 
would rejoyce, and 1/rael would beglad, nay I dare ſay, 
there would be joy among the very Angels in Heaven, to 
ſee themreturn to their Mother, whom they have forſa- 
ken, and compaſs her Altars in Sincerity and Truth. This 
would be the way for them to atone for their former 
Miſcarriages, and undo all the Injuries they have former- 


Jy donethe Church, which upon their Return m"_ be 
- aul- 
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beautiful as Tirzab, comely as Jeruſalem, and terrible as 


an Army with Banners, and provoke her Adverſfaries, 
who now inſait over her Diviſions, to confeſs, that the ts 
the very Beauty of Holineſs, and that God was in us and 
among us of a truth. 

in the laſt place I addreſs my ſelf to my Brethren of 
the Church of Erzgland, for whoſe Satisfattion I have 
written this Apology, That ſeeing how Herefjes, Diviti- 
ons, and Schiſms, have been incident to the beſt Chur- 
ches, in the beſt and pureſt Ages, the Age of the A- 
poſtles, and the Age next unto them, they ſhould neither 
be offended nor diſcouraged, to ſeelo many Altars ercct- 


ed in this little Ifle, all oppoſite to one another, and to 
the Church. I have ſhewed them, that her condition 1s 
neither new, nor ſingular, and that as many and great: 
Diviſions have been made from the Churches of Jernſa- 


lem, Antioch, Alexandria, Conſtantinople, Rome, Carthage, 


and all the famous Churches 1n the World. - Nay, I have. 
ſhewed more particularly of the Church of Rowe, that- 
very ſhameful and ſcandalous Schiſms have formerly a- 
riſen in her, and that notwithſtanding her pretended” 
preſent Union, the Church of E-gland, mm the midſt of 
all the Ergliſh Divifions, hath more potential and aGQual- 
Union then ſhe, I have had good faccefs in private, with: 
a ſhorter Diſcourſe of this nature, in confirming of ſome, . 
who began to have mean and deſpicabic thoughts of the- 
Church of E-gland, upon the ſcorc of cur Exglifþ Schiſms,. 
and to ſuſpe& whether or nv {he were a true and good: 
Church, They were made believe, of all Churches ſhe - 
was molt deſerted by God, and that be ſeemed to have- 
very little favour for her 3 and then while they were- 


caſting about for Reaſons, why God ſhould ſeem, as they 


_ were taught, to 6 ane ſo little care of her, it was eafily 
ſuggeſted, that He was diſpleaſed at her, and lefther to - 
her ſelf, becauſe ſhe had left the Church of Rowe. And: 
as |-have known ſome, fo I have.heard of others, _ 
VB: 
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| have been juſt ſoafteed; and it is for curing ſuch Fears 


and Sufpicions where they are, and preventing them 
where they are nor, that I have made this Apology, 
which I hope my Brethren will accept, as a Work well 
intended, with all its imperfeC&ions and defets. I know 
It is but a very indifferent Performance, in compariſon 
to what others have done, and are a doing ; but ſuch 


_ as it is, I offer it with all ſubmiſſion to the whole Houſ- 


hoid of Gad, in the Church of Ezglard, which as it now 
ſtands without any farther emendation, is, I verily be- 
leve, as ſound and pure a Church, both for Doftrine 
and Worſhip, as ever was eſtabliſhed in any Province, or 
Nation of the World. I heartily thank Almighty God, 
by whoſe good providence I have been bred up in her 
Communion, and am called to the great Honour of be- 
ing one of her Prieſts ; and I beſeech him of his infinite 
goodneſs, to give all her Clergy, and People, Grace, to 
ve up ſtrialy to her Principles; to her Principles of Pie- 
towards God, of Loyalty to the King, of Juſtice and 

barity to others, and of Temperance and Sobriety to- 
wards themſelves. I am ſure it muſt be ours, and not her 
fault, if webe notthe beſt Chriſtians, the beſt SubjeCts, 
and the beſt Friends and Neighbours in the World ; and 
I ſhall confirm my own Opinion of her, with the Teſti- 
mony which a late * great, and goed, and learned Man, 
gave of her.jn his laft Will and Feſtament ; faith he, 7 
do-declare, That by the grace of Goa, T die: a Chriſtian in the 
Communion of the Church of England, as it is now eſtabliſh- 


' ed by God's Providence, and the Laws in force; 1 do be- 


lieve this Church to be a true and ſound Member of (hriſt's 
Catholick Church, which he hath purchaſed with his Bloud. 
Cloath ber, O Lord, with a ſtri® gnd exemplary Holineſs 
in her Prieſts and People, and maintain her in her Truths, 
Peace, and Patrimony, unto the Worldf'end. Amen. 
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